
Year 5 Newsletter 

 

Year 5 have had a fantastic start to the year, sharing summer stories with one another 

and embracing our new value for this half term, love. They have written letters to their 

future selves which have now been stored in a time capsule and will be opened by 

them again in the future.  

 

In English, we have been identifying and developing clear instructions and 

explanations and we will do more of this over the next few weeks, using time and 

imperative adverbs and learning to spell homophones, modal verbs, adverbs and 

words with silent letters. We will concentrate on fiction and non-fiction texts this term, 

apart from on Thursday when we will studying different forms and styles of poetry. We 

will focus on poetic language, revising the key terms and looking at brilliant examples 

that we can use to inspire our own poems.  

 

Our topic for this half term is Anglo-Saxons and We are also reading Anglo-Saxon Boy 

by Tony Bradman in our shared reading sessions at the end of the day. We will explore 

the fall of the Roman Empire, invasions, settlements, kingdoms and Anglo-Saxon 

religions and law. We have started to read the epic legend of Beowulf and his quest 

to destroy Grendel, retold by Michael Morpurgo. So far, we have also developed 

timelines covering British History, spanning from 43AD to the Battle of Hastings in 

1066.  

 

In Maths we have been recapping place value, recognising and ordering numbers to 

one million and beyond. This term we will concentrate on the four operations, addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division as well as statistics. In Maths on a Thursday 

we will be looking at perimeter and area. We will be revising ways of measuring these 

and exploring new methods.  

 

In Science we will be looking at life cycles of plants and animals (not humans). This 

will including understanding the terms sexual and asexual reproduction but only in 

terms of PLANTS (not animals or humans). For example, we will look at the male and 

female parts of a flower and how they are part of the life cycle of the plant (sexual 

reproduction) and also how some plants (like spider plants) can create copies of 



themselves without needing that process (asexual reproduction). We will then be 

moving on to think about habitats and adaptation. 

 

In Computing, we have continued our hard work from Year 4, using Scratch to create 

short animations that build on our understanding of algorithms and debugging. We will 

also be developing our digital literacy and information technology skills as we use 

computers to research information and present work.   

 

In Art and DT we looked at Anglo-Saxon stone carvings. We learnt that most examples 

of the stone carvings are of crosses on or beside churches. We followed a set of 

instructions to make our own Anglo-Saxon stone carving. We looked at lots of different 

pictures for inspiration. We had to knead the clay to make it softer and easier to work 

with. Using clay, clay tools, rolling pin and clay boards we created our design.  

 

In PE we will be recapping many of the essential skills needed to play a range of 

invasion games, such as dodging, dribbling, passing and marking an opponent. We 

had activity stations where we did dribbling with a basketball, football and a hockey 

stick. We used different sized balls to see which was easier or harder. We learnt that 

you must only use the flat side of your hockey stick to control the ball. We also playing 

capture the flag where we did lots of dodging and fake dodging. We made the best 

use of the space and passed to our teammates.  Children need to wear PE kits to 

school on Mondays and Fridays, on the days when swimming is not taking place.  

Swimming starts on 17th September for 5 weeks. 

 

In PSHCE we will be thinking about what makes a healthy friendship, how to include 

people in friendships, peer pressure and how to seek help and support to make sure 

the people around you are being good friends. 

 

We are looking forward to a fun term filled with learning.  If you need to contact any of 

us, please email the office in the first instance. 

 

Mrs Kelly-Eldridge, Mrs Strange & Mrs Miller 

 

 


