
Year 5 Newsletter – Term 5 

 

Our value of the term is, Friendship. We are looking forward to our residential trip to Tile Barn 

and developing friendships through our team-building strategies. We will be considering the 

things that make a good friend, learning to listen and make time for one another. Our aim is 

to, ‘Encourage one another and build each other up.’ 1 Thessalonians 5.11. 

 

This term our topic is, The Greeks! We will start with Athens vs Sparta and explore daily life, 

culture, war and legacy. To complement our study of Ancient Greece, we will be reading The 

Odyssey by Gillian Cross, exploring the story of Odysseus and the gods as he journeys home 

after the Trojan war. This is an exciting adaptation of Homer’s epic poem. In our English 

lessons we will be using The Odyssey as a stimulus for our writing, concentrating on  

In our guided reading sessions, we will be studying, Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley Naidoo. 

This is a story, set in South Africa, about Naledi and her younger brother Tiro; the pair embark 

on a struggle for family freedom. 

 

We will continue to learn spellings from the Y5 statutory word list, learn how to proofread and 

use spelling journals for morphology and etymology. 

 

In Maths, we will be working on decimals. We will start with organising decimals to 2 d.p. and 

understanding decimals as fractions. We will move on to rounding, ordering, and comparing 

decimals and relating them to percentages, exploring the equivalence between fractions, 

decimals and percentages. Finally, we will be learning how to add and subtract decimals, 

crossing the whole. 

 

In Computing, we will be using the Scratch programming environment, focussing on 

conditionals using the IF/ELSE structure. We will consider the impact of using the IF/ELSE to 

change outcomes depending on whether a statement is true or false. We will be writing 

algorithms and creating our own quizzes that involve IF/ELSE. Scratch is free to use at home 

and the children may like to share some of their wonderful work with you which will help to 

consolidate the use of this programming language. 

 

In Music, we will be learning Heroes of Troy songs concentrating on dynamics, pitch accuracy, 

tone production, pulse rhythm and metre, phrase structure, expressive techniques and 

improving concentration/ memory. We will also be working on skills associated with 

performance: two-part singing, instrumental accompaniments, rehearsal and focussing on 

how to achieve a quality performance. 

https://scratch.mit.edu/


 

In French, we will be learning new, and revising existing, vocabulary on food, learning about 

food likes and dislikes and discovering food eaten at particular celebrations in France. 

 

In Science we will be looking at mixtures and solutions this term. We will be exploring the 

definitions of those terms and how to create both mixtures and solutions in different 

experimental contexts. 

 

In PSHE we will be focusing on healthy habits including sleep habits, sun safety and safe use 

of medicines. We will be exploring how medicines can be used for vaccinations, immunisations 

and to help with allergies. 

 

In PE we will be developing our understanding of the game of tennis. We will be learning skills 

and techniques crucial to the game, such as serve, volley, backhand and forehand. We will 

also learn about footwork and body positioning. At the end of term, we will have mini games.  

In art we will be developing our skills in drawing techniques. We will be drawing a self-portrait 

using mirrors to observe what we look like when drawing, looking closely at facial features. 

We will also be turning basic stick figures into solid, well drawn figures, moving onto drawing 

figures with movement, for example, running. We will then draw some Greek Gods and 

Goddesses in this style. 

 

Many thanks 

Mrs Kelly, Mrs Strange & Mrs Miller 


