
Year 3 Newsletter – Summer Term 1 

 

Welcome to the summer term!  

School Value 

This term, our school value is friendship. Throughout this term, we will be exploring what it means to 

be a good friend and how Jesus taught the value of friendship through the gospel. 

 

Topic and Curriculum 

Our topic for this term is Inventors! We will be putting on our engineering hats 

and exploring how forces work, focusing on working scientifically during 

investigations and experiments. In science, we are focusing on magnetism and 

investigating which materials are magnetic.  In Design Technology, we are going 

to be exploring materials and movement, leading up to designing and building 

our own robots (so please save any useful pieces of cardboard or recycling that 

you might want to use!) In computing, we are writing and debugging algorithm.  

On Thursday 19th May, we are having Inventors Day! Throughout this day, we will be thinking like 

engineers to complete a STEM challenge. Please come to school dressed as either a scientist, 

engineer or inventor (real or fictional) for this day. 

In Religious Education, we are focusing on the question: How does Jesus show his authority to 

Christians? We will be exploring this question using different stories from the Gospel through drama 

and art. 

In English, we are looking at persuasive non-fiction writing over the next two weeks. We will be 

thinking about how language choices and different compositional approaches can influence decisions 

through adverts and letter writing.  

In maths, we are continuing our exploration into fractions and integers. During this topic, we will be 

focusing particularly on problem solving techniques and explaining the method used to reach an 

answer. Afterwards, we will be moving onto geometry. In Times Table Rock Stars, we are continuing 

to develop confidence with the 3, 4 and 8 times table, gaining speed and consistency. 

 

Homework 

We are continuing with a mix of online and physical homework this term. A maths quiz will continue 

to be set each week on Google Classrooms. This will be a mixture of revision or consolidation of in 

class learning. Spelling words will also be on Google Classroom. Reading comprehension will also be 

set each week. Homework is set on Friday and is due the following Thursday.  

Home reading books are exchanged on Friday mornings. Please continue to listen to your child read 

for at least 5 minutes each day. Sounding and decoding is important, but please continue to talk 

about what your child has read together to check their understanding. The year 3 reading 

expectations are below. While all are important, we are currently focusing on the highlighted learning 

goals. 



The year 3 reading expectations are: 

• Use root words to understand new words 
• Explain what words mean in context 
• Infer characters’ thoughts and feelings 
• Infer characters’ motives 
• Justify using evidence from the text 
• Predict what might happen from ideas stated 
• Predict what might happen from implied actions 
• Summarise more than one paragraph 
• Explain how language choice aids meaning 
 

PE 

PE continues to be on Monday and Wednesday. As the days (hopefully) get sunnier, please make sure 

sun hats and lots of water are brought into school. In Monday’s session, we will be learning the rules 

of netball. Wednesday’s session will be run by the sports coaches. 

 

We are all looking forward to a lovely, sunny summer term and are very happy to welcome you all 

back! 

Best wishes 

The Year 3 Team 


