
Dear Reception families, 

Welcome, welcome, welcome to the reception class and welcome also to your first weekly update! 

As well as the whole school newsletter from Mrs Pearce, we will share with you, every week, the 

learning we have been doing, as well as a sneaky peek into next week. There will also be news and 

important messages - we hope you find it useful! 

THANK YOU so much for helping your child come into school in such a grown-up way these first few 

days. We are SO aware of how difficult and different this is for you, but please rest assured, your 

children are having a ball - they are happy and enjoying being in school. It is perfectly natural for you 

to be the ones who find leaving them difficult and we really do understand that.  

In class, these first weeks are all about settling in and making new friends. They also have lots of new 

adults to get to know: Mrs Strange (Mondays) and Mrs Claxton (Tues – Fri) are the teachers; Mrs 

Brett is the class Teaching Assistant; Mrs Holloway is the Class Grandma and helper; Mrs Jan is the 

lunchtime supervisor and helps Mrs Brett on Thursday afternoons! Phew! 

The children are already getting used to some of the routines and regular activities like snack-time 

and lunch-time. They are also showing excellent tidying –up skills too!  
 

Home-times will get smoother as we get used to which child belongs to which adult! It takes us a 

little time to match up the faces! We will continue to send children home by calling them one at a 

time but as Mrs Claxton is partially deaf, please could you pull your mask down so she can lip-read 

who you are collecting! 

So – to learning! These few days have all been about settling in and getting used to us. This is the 

most important part of starting school and as teachers, it gives us a chance to get to know all the 

children and their particular fancies! Over the next few weeks we will also be completing the new 

statutory Reception Baseline Assessment. Please do not worry about this! It is simply a series of 

activities and games we will play with your child. We then have to report our results (in a simple ‘yes 

/no’ format) and the Government then stores these results until your child leaves us in Year Six! It 

will show how much progress your child has made in their 7 years of primary school! Please do look 

at the attached leaflet for more information. 

PE: You will no doubt have seen in the whole school newsletter that the older children come to 

school in PE kit on their PE day! In Reception, we don’t! We WILL be doing dance on a Friday 

morning, but this just involves removing jumpers, cardigans, shoes / tights and socks, and then 

putting them on again afterwards. This is so we can work towards one of our Physical Development 

objectives: be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed.  

On that note, all uniform needs to be named! Please take the opportunity this weekend when you 

do the laundry to make sure names are on clothes and haven’t washed away already! Sharpie pens 

or name tapes are the best! Please name around the collars so we are not having to fish about 

finding the fabric labels! Also, SHOES, COATS, WATER BOTTLES AND LUNCHBOXES need naming! 

Please show your child what their clothes look like named so they can easily identify them for 

themselves. You can also help enormously by teaching your child how to turn inside-out sleeves the 

right way round and how to put their coats on independently! Many, many thanks! Oh, and also, 

please avoid putting waterbottles in bookbags – they leak! 

Your child brought home a reading book on Friday. This can stay at home all week and come into 

school on a Friday so we can change it. Also, we have a Library Session every Friday afternoon and 

your child can choose a storybook to bring home too. Please do not expect your child to be able to 

read ANY of the books that come home. The reading books are designed to get the children used to 

story-telling by using the pictures to sequence what happens. You can really help by using lots of 



story language as you share the books together. Actual ‘reading’ books will come home when your 

child is ready for them, usually after Christmas for some, and later for others. 

Finally, watch out for an email from 2simple / Evidence Me. Please activate it as this will be your 

chance to see the learning that takes place each month. We send you a Learning Journal at the end 

of every month and hope you enjoy reading them! We will send the invitation to the email address 

you gave the office for Parentmail so if you would like us to use a different one, please let the office 

know. 

GOODNESS – what a lot of information to take in, all in one go! Please re-read this a couple of times 

to make sure you have got all the information! We will repeat bits as necessary over the next few 

weeks! 

We hope this has been a useful update and are really looking forward to the year, working with all of 

you and your children! 

So, with best wishes for the coming year ahead, 

The Reception Team 

(Mrs Claxton, Mrs Strange, Mrs Brett, Mrs Jan and Mrs Holloway) 


