
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  18TH  SEPTEMBER 2020 

TERM 1      VALUE: FRIENDSHIP 

 SCHOOL UPDATES 

COVID SAFETY MEASURES 

We are working hard to keep the school as safe as possible for all our families, staff and community.   

In order to keep the school open for all children, we do need all families to consistently follow the 

measures confirmed in our school risk assessment, as explained in the Parentmail sent on 21st August 

2020. This risk assessment is available on the school website.  The Health and Safety Executive are         

carrying out spot checks on schools to review measures being taken to minimise the spread of COVID-19 

and it is essential we are able to report with confidence that our school arrangements are being strictly 

adhered to.  We do not want to have to change our arrangements as we do feel it is safer for parents to 

be permitted onto the school site, rather than having to wait outside of the school gates but the         

effectiveness of the arrangements are being kept under review. 

Please support us by: 

 Following the one-way system. 

 Wearing a mask, if you can. 

 One adult per family on site. 

 Arriving at the correct time.  If you are early, please wait at a distance from school until it is your time 

to enter. 

 Please, please do not stop for a chat on the school grounds or congregate outside of school.  A         

reminder that gathering in groups of more than 6 outside school is now illegal. 

 Please do not try and talk to any staff on the playground.  All communication needs to be via the office 

by emailing or phoning. 

 If your child is off school for any reason, please use Parentmail to report the absence.  This method is 

more effective than phoning, particularly in the morning as the office is not staffed until 8.30am. 

Thank you for working with us to keep our community as safe as possible.  We know some of these       

necessary arrangements can be challenging to adhere to but they really are vital for the safety for the 

whole community and the smooth running of the school. 

New, continuous cough, temperature, loss or change in sense of taste or smell?  

Keep your whole household isolated and access a test for the person with symptoms.  Children can only 

return to school if a negative test has been confirmed OR the person with symptoms has finished their 10

-day isolation (14 days for the rest of the household). 



LUNCHES 

Thank you for using the forms to pre-order lunches.  Just a reminder that if your child has been absent, 

you will need to complete the evening before they return to school if you would like a school lunch      

provided for them. 

From Monday 5th October we are planning to offer hot food on some days.  Please look out for more   

information on this. The form on Parentmail will be updated to reflect any new menu choices. 

PARENTS’ EVENING APPOINTMENTS 

These will be held during the week beginning 28th September and will be facilitated via an online link.  

There will be no face-to-face meetings held in school. We will send out available times for each class soon 

so you can book your 10-minute slot and more information will subsequently be sent about how to join 

your online meeting with the class teacher. 

LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception have been counting LOTS this week! We use the counting stick to help us, as well as lots of silly 

counting songs. We have also been looking at some sounds, although our phonics will begin properly next 

week! Watch out if you come near the Reception classroom - there are ALIENS hanging from the washing 

line with lots of googly eyes watching you as you walk about! 

Year 1 have been developing their maths skills by adding,  including counting on and continuing to use 

maths language such as higher, lower, more, less, add and subtract.  In English we have been thinking 

about characters’ feelings and emotions, painting pictures of the story, hot-seating (wait for the home-

work!) as well as using speech bubbles. 

Year 2 enjoyed taking part in an online lanterns workshop with Waddesdon Manor. In English we have 

been developing our storytelling skills, taking part in drama activities and writing sentences for the story 

of Little Red Riding Hood. 

Year 3 also enjoyed taking part in an online lanterns workshop with Waddesdon Manor.  In English we 

have been working on the use of conjunctions while in Maths we have been focusing on multiplication 

and division using arrays and number lines.  In our topic we have been making food plates thinking about 

a balanced diet and nutrition. 

Year 4 have been using sources and artefacts for History, including a virtual tour of an Egyptian tomb.  In 

English we have learnt the fable of Isis and have been using time adverbials with commas and speech 

punctuation.  In maths we have started learning about 4-digit numbers and what each digit represents.  In 

reading we have practised using inference and learnt how to write a summary. 

Year 5 have been practising how to write speech in our War of the Worlds chapters. In maths, we have 

practiced our mental and formal methods of addition and subtraction and considering different ways of 

partitioning a number. In our space topic, we have researched the achievements of Yuri Gagarin, demon-

strated and described the movement of the Earth, moon and sun and listened to 'The Planet Suite: Mars' 

by Gustav Holst. We now know a very exciting space song that the children loved. 

Year 6 have been learning about Percy Fawcett who was an explorer who went to look for the lost city Z.  

As Percy got lost and never came back we have been talking about what level of risk we are willing to 

take.  We have also been developing our map skills using Ordnance Survey maps, including 6-figure grid 

references. 



 

YEAR 4 SCIENCE 

Did you know that electricity always wants to be in the ground so that is why pylons are always so high 

up?  The circuit always needs to be connected in a loop which we call a closed circuit. 

‘Main electricity comes from the wall.  To use electricity you need to plug things in’  Mia 

BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

BRONZE—Ethan (Year 3) 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

Well done to Ralf and Anja.  They held two plants sales during the summer holidays.  The plants were all 

grown from cuttings or runners of houseplants they already had.  They had lots of fun helping to grow 

them and enjoyed raising money for charity.  Over the two sales they raised a brilliant £135 due to kind 

donations from neighbours and friends.  All the proceeds have been donated to Prostate Cancer UK. 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

WILLOW WALK 

We have had reports that Willow Walk is very busy at the start and end of the school day due to an      

increase in families using it to access local schools.  Please take care if you use this walkway at these 

times. 

HALF-TERM CLUBS 

For information about local clubs, please click here to see our clubs page on the website. 

Club Energy will be running a club in school Monday 26th—Friday 30th October, 9am –3pm, £25 per day.  

Bookings will be available on Parentmail from next week.  Club Energy will work with the school to     

complete a robust risk assessment, as they did to run the successful summer club. 

 

Oxford Sports Tennis Club 
North Hinksey Oxford. 

 
Thursday Tennis Lessons- 

3:30-4pm- Mini Red- Reception and Year 1  
4-5pm- Mini Red- Year 2-4 

5-6pm- Yellow Ball- 14-17 year olds 
 
 

For any more information contact Tom: 07729283603 or visit the Oxford Sports TC website 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html


Link for the Open Evening available by clicking here. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N6LISrNM1l4EGLp30gLF9WWu_0J_Rbyh/view


Family Learning at Abingdon and Witney College 
 

There are a number of workshops for parents to support their child with 
learning including storytelling, writing, reading, English, Maths and English 

for speakers of other languages.  For more information, please contact   
Tony Payne, Family Learning Lecturer at Abingdon and Witney College.  

07986 072402 





DATES 

W/B 28th September 
Parents Evening Appointments.  These will be held         
virtually instead of onsite.  More information to follow. 

TBC 

W/B 12th October 
Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 
Needs Register.  These will be held virtually instead of   
onsite.  More information to follow. 

TBC 

Friday 23rd October End of Term 1 Normal time 

Monday 2nd November Start of Term 2  

Friday 18th December End of Term 2 
1pm (may be 
staggered TBC) 

Tuesday 5th January 
Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an 
INSET day) 

 

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/term_dates_2020-21.pdf

