
Matthew Arnold School Newsletter, April 2019 

 

Page 1 of 16 

 

 

 

School Production 2019 – 
Comedy of Errors 

 
This year’s school production was 

Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors with 
a grand total of 135 students who were 
involved. Having such a huge interest this 
year we decided that one Shakespeare 
play would not be enough and so we 
created our very own ShakesPIER festival 
with four mini Shakespeare plays, 
performed in the original style of 
Shakespearean travelling players who turn 
up with their box of props and costumes, 
perform, pack up and move on. Three of 
our students tell us their story below. 
Hannah Walsh from year 7 who was part 
of the company and was Malcolm in 
Macbeth, Sam Pogose in year 8 who was 
part of the technical team, and William 
Evans in year 12 who performed one of 
our lead roles, Antipholus of Syracuse.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
“I really enjoyed being part of this year’s 
production The Comedy of Errors.  I had 
been to last year’s production, The 
Phantom of the Opera with my primary 
school so I decided it would be a great 
thing to get involved with. In The Comedy 
of Errors I was in the company so I loved 
learning all the dances and performing in 
one of the mini plays before the main 
show began.  The show has increased my 
confidence and I have met many new 
people from all years. I think it’s a great 
thing to get involved with and I would 
definitely recommend it.” 
                                     Hannah Walsh, Year 7  
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“Being part of the technical team was an 
amazing experience that allowed me not 
only to learn about drama, working as a 
team and the terminology of all the 
equipment we used but also to meet 
loads of new friends from year 7 to sixth 
form! It was amazing to see how 
Shakespeare's literature was learned and 
conveyed to the audience in a clear way of 
which was very humorous and left them 
with a cheerful feeling. With lots of hard 
work and everyone contributing we 
managed to pull off an incredible 
performance that left us more than 
excited for next year (even if it is half as 
good as this year it will be fantastic). A 
tech team is vital to every performance to 
ensure it runs smoothly and goes to plan: 
with a fantastic light, sound, backstage 
and creative team we managed to do just 
that, always with a smile on our faces!” 
                                    Samuel Pogose, Year 8  
 

 

buying a set of his complete works for my 
bedroom. As a Sixth Former at Matthew 
Arnold it was also brilliant to have a 
chance to really interact with the younger 
years, and make some new friends who 
I’m sure will be around for a while. I’ve 
been doing the school play on and off 
since I started at school and I can honestly 
say this was one of my favourite ones to 
be a part of.” 
                                    William Evans, Year 12  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                              

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
“I found taking part in this year’s school 
play to be a brilliant experience. For a 
start, it was my first really big role in a 
play, something that I wasn’t sure I would 
be capable of. In taking part in The 
Comedy of Errors I think I improved my 
confidence in not only myself, but my 
ability as an actor. I’ve also never acted 
Shakespeare before, at least not properly, 
and it kicked off an appreciation of the 
way he uses rhythm and words that has, 
I’m not ashamed to admit, led to me  
 

 

 

                                 Drama Department 
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New friends in Senegal! 

 

Most of the students studying French in 

year 8 have begun a penfriendship with 
the Lycée Jean Mermoz in Dakar, the 
capital of Senegal. Mrs Simpson felt that 
learning French would be brought alive by 
having real people to talk to, and wanted 
to show the students that French was 
spoken all around the world, not just in 
France. We made contact with this school 
as it was one of the few mixed schools in 
Dakar, and were thrilled when Mrs 
Comparetto, who teaches year 8 English 
there, emailed back saying that her 
students would love penfriends.   

 

Just before half term, we put together 

letters of introduction and posted them, 

old-fashioned snail-mail fashion, to 

Senegal. 

The letters arrived on 5th March and the 

kids in Senegal were so excited to receive 

a real paper letter, and have promised to 

write straight back. We’re now wondering 

whether we can organise Skype calls 

between the classes, and Mrs Comparetto 

is even keen to look into the possibility of 

visits.  

                                                    Miss Simpson 

New Summer Menu 

The catering team is pleased to announce 

the launch of our new menu from 23rd 
April, which is available to view on the 
school website. We have some exciting 
and delicious new dishes including “Jerk 
chicken, rice & peas” and Pizza Friday and 
the pasta sauce will change on a weekly 
basis. The new menu offers a variety of 
dishes using lean meat, whole grains, 
fresh vegetables, oily fish and fruity 
desserts, as advised by the government's 
school nutrition guidelines. 
We have had to introduce some new 
prices on a few of our items to reflect 
changes from our suppliers. All prices will 
be able to view in the dining room, 
although the core lunch main remains at 
£2.20 for students. 
We are also delighted to share the news 
that a recent food hygiene inspection by 
the Vale of White Horse Council’s 
Environmental Health Inspector gave us 
another ‘scores on the door’ rating of 5. 
Thanks to the catering team for all their 
hard work!  
We hope you enjoy the new menu, and 
we welcome any feedback from students 
and parents (via email would be best, to 
mascatering@maschool.org.uk), and wish 
everyone an enjoyable summer term. 

  
                                                       Miss Jordan 
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Book Grab 
To celebrate World Book Day, on Friday 

8th March at lunchtime The Library and 
English department hosted the amazing 
annual event – The Book Grab. 
For weeks beforehand we had been 

collecting donations of good quality books 

no longer wanted as students (and 

parents!) had a clear out at home and in 

return students received tokens to swap 

for new books at the event. We received 

an amazing amount of books including 

fiction, non-fiction, picture books, revision 

guides, and cookery books. 

After moving and sorting hundreds of 

books, the lunch bell sounded and The 

Library and classrooms were immediately 

packed with students and teachers all 

eager to see what was on offer.  

 

 

This was my first Book Grab as the new 

Librarian and it was lovely to see how 

excited students were to be leaving with 

piles of new books. This is a great event 

for recycling books and sharing a good 

read. 

Over 1200 books were grabbed by new 

owners eager to get reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all 

staff and students 

who helped to 

make this a 

successful event.  

 

 
                                                    Mrs Hodgson 
 

Samba Workshop 
On 27th February many year 8 students 

took part in workshops delivered by two 
members of Stomp. The focus of the 
workshop was to experience playing 
Samba music and rhythms. We are 
fortunate to have a set of Samba 
instruments in the department which we 
were 
able to 
use. 
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Here is what one student thought of the 
day.  
“I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop on 
Samba music which was delivered by two 
members of Stomp and would 
recommend them to anyone who enjoys 
anything to do with music. The leaders 
were fun and lively and would always 
answer questions and made sure that 
everyone got involved and had a good 
time. I learnt a lot from the lesson about 
different types of drums, Latin American 
rhythms and instruments and their 
heritage of where they came from. I 
enjoyed the Samba music very much and 
was disappointed when the lesson ended 
because I had so much fun. I would 
definitely go see Samba performances and 
would be very excited if they did more 
lessons that I would be able to join.”  
 
                                       Twiss Barlow, Year 8 
 

Youth Speaks and Sixth 
Form Debate Club Clash! 
After six weeks of learning to debate, 

Youth Speaks 
ventured over to C 
block on a Thursday 
lunchtime to 
observe and 
eventually take part 
in the Sixth Form 
Debate Club.  

The first week saw the Youth Speakers 
observe a passionate and emotive debate 
about whether the UK had the right to 
strip Shamima Begum of her British 
citizenship; the final vote showed a clear 
vote FOR the motion. 

The following 
week, Aseel 
made some 
fantastic points 
as we debated 
whether with 
the rise of knife 
crime, racial 
profiling could 
be justified. The 
voting and 

debating was all heavily slanted in favour 
of the motion. 
Finally, on 14th March we convened for 
our first formal debate: year 13 vs year 8 
on the motion ‘This house believes that 
there is no longer the need for an 
International Women’s Day’. Jack Dixon 
and Tom Millin kindly agreed to propose 
the motion - in honour of 8th March being 
International Women’s Day - whilst Aseel 
Elmekki and Maddie Hunter argued for 
the opposition. Tom delivered a fantastic 
opening speech, but then he and Jack 
faced fierce questioning from the 
opponents and the audience. The final 
vote was resoundingly for the opposition. 
 

 
 
Year 13 has requested a rematch where 
they will propose the motion….watch this 
space!                                                   
                                               Miss Thompson 
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Berlin Trip  
15th - 18th February 2019 
Sixty of our year 11 History and German 

students went to Berlin for four days. 
Several of our students explain how it 
went.  
“Berlin was a fabulous trip that we will 
never forget! Ever! 

 
On the Saturday we visited the Stasi 
Prison museum and the Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp. It was an interesting 
yet shocking experience. Our guides told 
us so many powerful stories about the 
people who managed to survive the 
extremely harsh conditions. The fact that 
the prison had been used within the last 
50 years made it seem eerily real; the 
walls, floors and furniture were the same. 
In the evening we all gathered in the main 
common room where we all relaxed and 
spoke about all the amazing things we had 
learned during the day. 

 
On Sunday we went to the Topography of 
Terror museum. This told us about the 
growth and development of Germany 
before World War Two, which was 

interesting as we could link it to things 
we’d learned in school.  Then during our 
free time we stumbled across the Berlin 
Mall where we found a huge slide twisting 
from the top floor all the way to the 
ground!  Later, after finishing our 
currywurst and ice cream, we re-grouped 
and we went to Checkpoint Charlie. 
 

 
We finally went to the Jewish Memorial 
Museum. This museum had an interesting 
use of architecture in order to portray 
confusion and disorientation. The floors 
and the ceilings seemed to meet at 
strange places and there were certain 
rooms which reflected the terror and  
horror of what may have been 
experienced. These rooms had been 
cleverly designed by artists to create 
sounds when we walked and to make us 
lose all perception of space. After a long 
walk back we spent the evening playing a 
highly competitive game of UNO with the 
teachers and some people from another  
school. Miss Parsons is still upset she lost! 
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On Monday we walked to the Reichstag 
(parliamentary building) and on our way 
visited the Brandenburg gate and the 
Holocaust memorial. The Holocaust 
memorial was very moving as it was a 
series of grey stones, varying in height, 
representing all the Jewish people who 
lost their lives. From the top of the 
Reichstag building we got an incredible 

view out over the city.  

 
Overall we learnt so much from Berlin 
2019 and it was an unforgettable 
experience filled with many moments of 
hysterical laughter! We would highly 
recommend to everyone!!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natasha Morris, Jesslyn Murigu,  
Hope Broome Saunders and Jasmine 
Brooks Year 11 

MASA Hockey Umpires 
Ten lucky MASAs (Matthew Arnold Sports 

Ambassadors) were chosen to umpire a 
year 5 and 6 hockey tournament at Tilsley 
Park in Abingdon on 8th March. The 
students were Phoebe Black, Hannah 
Evans, Verity Broome Saunders, Josephine 
Hutchings, Catrin Rawstorne, Rosanna 
Sangiorgio, Fleur Roland, Harriet Norman, 
Larni Upton Shead and Lucy Morse. 
“In order to prepare for this challenge we 
attended a training session to learn to be 
hockey umpires. We got coached to 
umpire by an England hockey coach and 
we did some further practice in school 
during our MASA session where other 
MASAs were our guinea pigs to practise 
on. After that we were all ready for the 
big day. 

 
 
 
 
 

8th March came round so quickly and we 
were allocated to our pitches in pairs 
ready for the day ahead. It was a great 
experience although challenging and very 
cold! We were all proud to represent the 
school in such a fantastic tournament for 
the younger years and we now have the 
basic knowledge to go and become 
umpires if we choose to.” 
                                                        Lucy Morse 
        (Matthew Arnold Sports Ambassador) 
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Battle of the Bands 
“Battle of The Bands was back this year, 

and bigger than ever: 65 performers; 16 
bands. The largest Battle of The Bands 
since the night first began. Representation 
emerged across the years from year 7 to 
13, all willing to get up on stage to sing, 
strum and bash out some of their all-time 
favourite tunes.  

 
The evening began with a bang, Mr 
Verdejo wowing us once more with his 
impeccable taste in suits and booming 
Irish bellow announcing the 2019 edition 
of Battle of The Bands. The show kicked 
off with a trio of year 7 bands: Dark 

Minds, Four Stars, 
and Pitch Black, 
giving us a taste of 
Imagine Dragons’  
discography from 
amid billows of 
smoke.  

 
We then 
moved up 
to year 8, 
who gave 
Queen, 
Arctic 
Monkeys 
and 
Bastille a 

run for their money. The lower school was 
rounded off with performances from 
Pastafarianism, Parade and Mitochondria; 

Post Malone, 
Camilla Cabello 
and 21 Pilots’ 
quick lyrics and 
catchy hooks 
leaving clear 
impressions in 
the audience’s 
minds. 
After a short 
interval during 
which 

refreshments were kindly provided by the 
HSA, we were flung straight back into the 
action with a taste of Radiohead and Blur, 
Beneath the Boardwalk and Flight of the 
Bytes getting the crowd jumping. 
To end the night, the sixth form and 
teachers’ band stepped up to the plate. 
First, a racing rendition of Foo Fighters’ 
Everlong from Food Fighters, the 
seasoned musicians giving everything they 

had with wild 
drums, soaring 
vocals and a 
driving guitar 
riff that 
demanded the 
crowd’s 
attention.  
Second up, 
Crumbs; a band 

made up of past bands. Bringing a 
powerful, modern rock tune to the table 
in Number 13 from Nothing but Thieves, 
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Crumbs had the crowd po-going along to a 
rocking bass line and powerful vocals.  
The final performer of the night, On 
Report, came up on the stage. Kitted out 
in leather, Arctic Monkeys merch and a 
northern accent, it was almost like being 
in Sheffield watching the real thing. 

 
The teachers blew the crowd away with a 
note for note rendition of R U Mine? an 
Arctic Monkeys favourite. 
The performances were done, the 
performers spent and excited. The results. 
A short interlude allowed the judges to 
convene on who would win best lower 
school band, best upper school band, and 
overall best single performer of the night.  
Hype was building in the crowd as Mr V 
came on stage for the big reveal. First, the 
overall best performer. Sam Byrne took to 
the stage once more to cheers from the 
assembled crowd, appreciative of his 
stylish choice of headwear. Next, the 

lower school winner 

and runner up. Screams from the crowd 
as Pastafarianism took the prize, followed 
up by Pitch Black as the runners up. 

And finally, the prizes 
for upper school. For 
runners up: Flight of 
The Bytes with their 
boisterous rendition 
of Song 2. The crowd 
held its breath as 
they waited for the 
overall winners, Mr V 
playing the crowd for 

the additional hype.  
Crumbs took the title to screams and 
shouts. Now for the encores. 
Pastafarianism once again took control of 
the stage, bashing out a whole new song 
for their second performance of the night. 
After wild applause, Crumbs came out 
onto stage, for one member their last ever 
Battle of the Bands. Another rendition of 
Number 13 ended Battle of the Bands 
2019 with a bang. 
I’ve performed at the Battle of the Bands 
nearly every year since I was in year 7. I’m 
now in year 12, guitarist of Crumbs this 
year, and have loved every time I’ve 

stepped 
on that 
stage. 
Don’t get 
me wrong, 
I was 
terrified 
every 
time, but 
once you 

get up there and the crowd cheers, it all 
melts away and it’s one of the funniest 
things you can do. I would wholly 
recommend Battle of the Bands to anyone 
who wants to get into music, as the 
experience has been part of why I’ve 
continued to learn guitar ever since the 
first year.” 
                Matthew Baker Mulhall, Year 12 
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“Battle of the Bands 2019 - What a night! 

As always the standard of music was 
amazing and I want to congratulate all the 
people who made this fantastic night so 
good. We had acts from year 7 all the way 
through to year 13.  

 
Being in year 8, this was actually my first 
time being in a band so it was a great 
experience. I found performing on stage, 
in front a crowd, really exciting. We 
performed a song that my band and I had 
chosen. Playing our instruments brought a 

great sense of 
achievement 
that I believe all 
the band 
members 
deserve to have. 
The audience 
really brought 
the hall alive 
with their 
enthusiasm and 
liveliness which I 

know made me perform as well as play 
music. The winning KS3 band 
Pastafarianism” (Tom Brackenridge, Betsy 
Fricker, Ze Trincao, Domi Gyurko, and 
Mack O’Leary) gave us a fantastic 
performance of Sunflower by Post Malone 
changing it in to a piano, guitar and drum 
pop song.  
The winning KS4 band (Harmony Scott 
Russell, Matt Mulhall Baker, Dylan Neil 
and Louis Harvie) performed the song 
number 13, and managed to get the 
whole crowd jumping.  

'Pitch Black' were KS3 runner up and 
'Flight of the Bytes' were KS4 runner up. 
All the bands performing blew the roof 
off, with tricky riffs and massive drum 
solos, amazing singing and a toot of brass 
instruments. Overall the standard was 
higher than ever. I want to take the time 

to thank all the 
sound crew and 
especially whoever 
turned my bass up 
very loudly - it was 
greatly appreciated!  
As always the bands 
had help from our 
fantastic music 
teachers but for the 
most part the bands 

worked completely independently to 
create incredible performances, 
rehearsing during lunchtimes and after 
school.  
Mr Verdejo kept the audience entertained 
with his amazing costumes (yes more than 
one!) and the tech team made the night 
well-lit and smokey, creating a great 
atmosphere. The teachers’ band amazed 
the crowd with their surprisingly good 
performance. Mr Foster lead the band 

with his 
loud 
singing, 
on guitar 
was Mr 
Cutmore 
with the 
main 

tune, then on bass was Mr Fernandez, and 
rocking the drums was Mr Law. Clearly the 
Science department is giving the Music 
department a run for its money! 
So now you know that Battle of the Bands 
is truly a battle! Tighten your strings, 
warm up those voices, polish those piano 
keys, thwack those bass drums, and let’s 
bring on Battle of the Bands 2020!” 
                                Catrin Rawstorne, Year 8 
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Careers Events 

 

On 22nd January 180 Year 11 students 

attended the 10th annual careers fest at the 
Oxford Mini Plant hosted by the Oxfordshire 
Local Enterprise Partnership's skills team. The 
day event is designed to give young people 
information and inspiration for their future 
careers and is open to all Oxford secondary 
schools. Around 60 organisations and 
businesses take part with many sectors 
represented including the Defence Forces, 
Construction, Engineering, Hair and Beauty 
and Further Education. 
 

On 7th March we held a CEIAG day for year 10 
(Careers, Education, Information, Advice and 
Guidance) at Matthew Arnold. 
The day gives students information on the 
labour market and decision making and is 
designed to look at post 16 options, whether 
that be staying on to Sixth form at Matthew 
Arnold, going to College, starting an 
apprenticeship or setting up a business. 
 

Following on from this our Year 10s will have 
a Work Experience week w/b 25th March. 
We will have more news on this in our next 
newsletter when we have all the feedback 
from students and employers. 
Alongside our events, the school also 
contracts with a qualified independent and 
impartial careers guidance specialist to be 
available to all students at key transition 
stages. There are more details about this on 
our website. 

We hope to equip our students with the tools 
required to help make informed decisions 
about their futures. 
                                                          Mrs Lonergan            
 

The Telescope Trip  
“On Tuesday 12th March, myself and 47 

other year 11s visited the Philip Wetton 
telescope at the University of Oxford for 
an evening of stargazing and other 
astronomy-related activities. When we 
got there, we were split into four groups 
to do four activities in rotation. One 
activity involved calculating the age of the 
Universe using real redshift and distance 
data for a range of galaxies. The answers 
came out roughly correct: 14 billion years 
old. Another activity involved a 
presentation on extrasolar planets (these 
are planets orbiting other stars)  

 
Thousands of them have been discovered, 
and some of them may lie in the habitable 
zone where water is liquid, so there is a 
chance that alien life could be there. A 
third activity involved using diffraction 
gratings (they split light into base colours) 
to identify the light emitted by different 
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elements, a technique that is important 
when making measurements related to  
the age of the Universe. The highlight was 
a trip up several flights of stairs on the 
outside of the building to the telescope 
hutch (dome with a telescope in it), where 
we used a powerful reflecting telescope to 
look at the red giant star Betelgeuse in 
Orion and also at the Orion nebula, a 
place where new stars are born from 
clouds of dust and gas. This was a great 
trip and was useful for part of our GCSE 
course. Thanks a lot to Dr James and Ms 
Nikolakaki for taking us.” 
 
                                  Louis Robinson, Year 11 
 

Getting Court 
The Getting Court Trip is now becoming a 

regular event in the school extra-
curricular calendar. 
Thursday 21st March saw the fourth visit 
by Matthew Arnold School students to the 
Crown Court in Oxford. 

 
The trip involves the students learning 
more about the court process by talking 
to Judges and court clerks as well as 
watching actual cases, hearing witnesses 
speak and in some cases seeing people be 
sentenced to prison. 
The trip is designed for young people to 
have a greater awareness of the 
implications of being involved in crime, 
helping them to understand the process 
better if they have been a victim of crime 

and also to give experience to those 
students hoping to study law in some way. 
We are lucky to have formed a good 
relationship with Elizabeth Parker who 
runs the course and the next session will 
be on 11th July 2019.   
                                                           Mrs Palin 
 

Science Talks 
“Dr Nolte, one of our Physics teachers, 

organises a programme of talks which 
showcase the application of science and 
give insights as to what students may do 
as careers. 
Anyone year 10 and above is able to 
attend these talks which take place every 
6 weeks or so on a whole range of 
different topics such as making diamonds, 
climate change, building body parts and 
oceanography. 
On 20th March we had a talk entitled  
From Eye To Brain:  Understanding How 
We See.  
 

 
 
‘Colour doesn't exist’ said Holly Bridges a 
Neuroscientist from Oxford University. 
Holly came to Matthew Arnold and gave a 
presentation about how we see the world 
around us. She started with a small 
demonstration about how we can see 
afterimages of colours in our vision. A 
classroom full of year 10s, 11s and 12s 
staring intently at coloured dots on the 
screen would have been an odd sight if 
anyone looked into Dr Nolte's lab in the 
science block but when we eventually 
looked at a white screen we saw 
something even stranger, shadows of 
colours almost as if the dots themselves 
had ghosts.  This was when Holly informed 
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us all that colours only exist in our brain 
and look different to all of us.  
This particular talk intrigued me as it 
developed my current A-Level topic on the 
different areas of the brain and their 
specialised functions. Holly’s talk built on 
these ideas using brain scans to explain to 
us how damage to the brain in different 
areas could impair a patient’s vision and 

how people’s brains develop differently 
when they have been blind their whole 
lives. This talk helped me to understand 
how the topics that we cover in our 
classrooms relate to real people. 
The talk came to a close with thoughts of 
the future with Holly discussing projects 
that are being developed and the hopes 
for the future such as implanting a tiny 
camera into the back of the eye that 
connects to the optic nerve. This may 
allow people with damaged retinas to see 
again. It is exciting to think of the 
possibilities that the future holds!”  
                                       Maisy Higgs, Year 12 
 

New Build 
The new build is progressing well and 

once again we thought we would include 
a few photos to show you. As you can see 
the building is really beginning to take 
shape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trip to Viridor Energy 
Recovery Facility  

 

“As part of the Year 7 Core Programme 

curriculum a trip was arranged to the 
Viridor Energy Recovery Facility in Ardley. 
In order to be chosen to go on the trip we 
had to create a poster and deliver a group 
presentation outlining a topic of recycling 
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that we were given, such as composting. 
We had a few lessons to plan and create 
the posters and then get ready for a 
presentation. Once we had presented 
them, our teacher picked the most 
colourful engaging ones and chose the 
winners. 
At the Viridor Energy Recovery Facility site 
in Ardley, we got a brief tour and we got 
to play some games to do with recycling.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we walked through the door we 
were greeted by a dinosaur that was 
made entirely of rubbish. Though it was 
intimidating and large, it was very 
interesting to see all of the different parts. 
The staff presented recycling and some 
tips, tricks and facts about it in a fun and 
interesting way. The games included 
keeping a temperature the same by 
adding coloured balls to a machine, 
playing match the item to the correct bin 
and many more fun games. 
The tour included seeing where they 
shredded and mixed up the materials and 
dropped them into a furnace that burnt 
and melted them. The energy from this 
process is used to generate electricity for 
9,000 homes. 
Now that I have been on the trip I would 
definitely change the way I organise my 
rubbish and make sure that it all goes in 
the correct bin. At Viridor I learnt how 
important recycling is and why there are 
people there to help breakdown our 
waste and save our Earth.” 
                                Arielle Heywood, Year 7 

Head Prefect Elections 
“It was that time of the year again. Head 

Prefect elections were starting in 
Matthew Arnold Sixth Form. It all began 
following a sixth form assembly led by last 
year’s Head Prefect Team, Hattie, Rhys, 
Maia and Finn. They took us through the 
application process and served up some 
top tips for appealing to year 12 and 13, 
the school council and the teachers 
themselves.  
Everyone set to work. Quickly, campaign 
posters began to spring up around the 
Sixth Form centre and it seemed to 
everyone that the elections process had 
really begun.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the candidates firstly needed to write 
to Mrs Ryan, demonstrating their 
enthusiasm for the role, and what they 
believed they could bring to the table.  
Next the candidates had time to prepare 
their campaign. Many began to write their 
speeches, and formulate some of their 
policies that they would aim to enact 
going forward as potential Head Prefect. It 
seemed that tensions were rising, and 
candidates began really gearing up to go 
all out in the upcoming hustings. 
Nerves began to rise, and on 11th March 
the hustings were upon us. It was time for 
the candidates to show their personality 
and ideas to the sixth form. The hustings 
were kicked off by last year’s Head 
Prefects who firstly asked the candidates 
to introduce themselves and the subjects 
they were taking for A-Level. Then several 
quick fire questions were asked. The 
candidates then had a brief opportunity to 
outline their basic ideas for Matthew 
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Arnold Sixth form. Then they had a chance 
to finalise their points and prepare for the 
looming speeches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday 13th March it was Speech 
day and the candidates took to the stage 
to put themselves forward for the role, for 
the very last time. All the posters, 
campaign videos, and hustings had led up 
to this. It was now or never, and it is safe 
to say that all those applying put their 
best foot forward and excellently 
represented the school and Matthew 
Arnold Sixth Form.   
One by one the candidates spoke to the 
crowd of students and teachers displaying 
why they were perfect for the role, and 
the changes they wanted to enact. 
Moving statements were made such as 
that of Calista Mekyaem in which she said: 
“We need to set that example and show 
that we do not judge. We do not 
discriminate. We do not embarrass 
someone based on what they like and 
what makes them comfortable. Matthew 
Arnold is the place to grow as a person, to 
find yourself and be confident in yourself 
and build relationships with everyone. 
Strong individuals build a stronger 
community.” 

Other candidates such as Oli Lewis and 
Laura Stone, stated their growing 
concerns for the maintenance of the 
centre itself and voiced their ideas to 

implement new facilities and improved 
conditions.  
Furthermore, impassioned speeches such 
as that of Charlotte Czernuszka spoke of 
ideas surrounding disability awareness, an 
important and topical issue. William Evans 
and Patience Scott-Russell also (following 
the student protests that have occurred in 
the recent weeks) highlighted the 
importance of protecting our 
environment, in school and out, with a 
reformulation of the school recycling 
system.  
After a series of incredible speeches, the 
audience applauded and the elections 
race was largely over. The ball was in the 
court of the crowd, and there was no 
more the candidates could do. 
So, on the Friday of that week, following 
two weeks of tense competition and 
friendly rivalry the results were 
announced. The new Head Prefects would 
be: Laura Stone, William Evans, Oliver 
Lewis and Imogen Perkins. 
It was overall an enjoyable experience for 
all, and now the new Head Prefects look 
forward to enacting change and improve 
the Matthew Arnold School community.” 
 

                              Laura Stone, Year 12 
 

Sixth Form Fundraising 
“This year, at Matthew Arnold School, 

we celebrated our very first Pride Day and 
the Sixth form decided to celebrate this 
through a charity fair ‘The Throwback Fair’ 
in the Sports Hall, raising money for Comic 
Relief and Stonewall, the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender charity. On 
Friday 22nd March, the Sixth Form Charity 
Committee and Head Prefect team lead 
the joint event, and also organised fancy 
dress for the Sixth Form and lower school.  
To commemorate the fundraising for 
Comic Relief, every sixth form tutor group 
was assigned an ‘era’ from the 20th 
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century to dress in the style of. For 
example, my tutor was assigned the 
1960s, and from this many Twiggys and 
hippies emerged. Another tutor was given 
the 1920s, and as a result, during the day 
many pinstripe suited gangsters were 
seen walking around the Sixth Form 
centre.  
Then, led by the Head Prefects, in order to 
commemorate the Pride celebrations at 
Matthew Arnold, the lower school was 
encouraged to dress up in a ‘pride theme’. 
So, lots of student came in bright colourful 
non-school uniform, and some students 
even came draped in the Pride flag to 
show support for Matthew Arnold's very 
first day of Pride celebration. 
In preparation for the fair, in the week 
leading up to Friday’s celebrations the 
sixth form tutors got to work on creating 
stalls and games for the ‘throwback fair’. 
With the help of the Charity Committee, 
many tutors formulated different 
‘throwback’ ideas that would form a part 
of the fair. At the same time, the Head 
Prefect team encouraged members of the 
Sixth Form to also think of ideas for some 
Pride themed stalls.  
After weeks of planning the day of the fair 
had finally arrived! At about 12 pm Sixth 
Form students from an array of eras 

began to stream into the sports hall ready 
to set up stalls of all kinds, in order to 
support the chosen charities. 
Rainbow coloured cakes and an array of 
chocolatey goods piled up on the cake 
stand, which proved to be a huge success 
at lunch time, with teachers and students 
eagerly buying the cakes on display! As 
well as this, a temporary disco dance floor 
was set up in the hall, strategically placed 
next to speaker that was playing music 
from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s! Students 
and sixth formers alike joined in to dance 
to the old school tunes, and this section of 
the hall was popular throughout the fair. 
Further along in the hall, other stalls such 
as ‘match the celebrity couples from the 
00s’ and a ‘beat the goalie’ competition 
were rife with lower school students 
eager to take part; and it seemed that 
many teachers were joining in on the fun 
too! With students paying £1 upon 
entering the sports hall, they received 
three tokens to spend on three stalls of 
their choice in the fair, at the end of lunch 
(including money collected from the cake 
sale) Matthew Arnold Sixth Form made a 
whopping total of £320 for their chosen 
charities! This was not including the 
money raised through the Pride non- 
uniform day for the lower school, and the 
£86.84 made from Charity Committee’s 
Red Nose Day sales during the week!  
Overall, the Sixth Form worked extremely 
hard to put on a great event for the whole 
school to enjoy! Special thanks goes to the 
Charity Committee who put a lot of effort 
into organising the whole event and the 
Head Prefect team for arranging the Pride 
themed aspects of the day too!” 
 

                                Laura Stone, Year 12 
 


