
North Hinksey C E Primary School 

 

Homework Policy 

Values 
We are a Church of England School and all our work is underpinned by core Christian values of faith, hope and love. 

 
Vision 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through developing their 
intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing. 

 
Aims 

Create a safe, enjoyable and nurturing learning environment 
Provide outstanding pastoral care for everyone 
Value, encourage and equip every member of the school team in their respective roles 
Create a culture of high expectations through all areas of school life 
Create a motivating learning environment through inspirational teaching 
Support all children to engage fully in their own learning and promote a love of learning 
Encourage each child to develop self-confidence, practise care and respect for others 
Welcome difference and celebrate all that we can learn from each other 

 
Definition 
We define homework as any activity that pupils undertake outside of school lesson time, either on their own or with 
the support of family members.  
 
Why give homework?  

 It can inform parents about work going on in class.  

 It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning and create life-long learners 

 It takes advantage of the home environment, resources and the chance for some 1:1 adult time 

 It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with other children 

 It is a great opportunity to rehearse key skills 

 It helps to foster good habits of organization and self-discipline in preparation for the demands of Secondary 
School.  

 
Homework at our school  
At North Hinksey School we recognise the essential partnership between the school and our families and encourage a 
positive collaborative partnership with parents. We believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for 
all concerned so it can be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning. We recognise that many children lead a full 
and active life outside school and we celebrate their achievements in class. We believe they should be encouraged to 
continue with these activities and the routines for homework set by the school will help families plan the completion 
of homework alongside children’s other commitments. 
 
We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and families to set their 
own routines. Individual teachers are happy to give advice. We do monitor if homework is not completed regularly 
and will contact parents as appropriate.  



Children are expected to complete their homework on time, to contribute to learning discussions and to hand in work 
when required. Children’s good efforts and contributions will be rewarded, often with OTTER points or the equivalent. 
Homework will not always be marked. There may be learning conversations and discussions and it is often shared with 
the class.  
  
The school expects all parents to support children in their homework, by giving them the time and space to complete 
their tasks, by being available to support, share and discuss the activities, and by helping them to meet the deadlines 
set by the teacher.   
 
Teachers are aware that not all children have the same facilities and environment at home.  Teachers are also aware 
of the different skills and confident of each child and work with this knowledge to enable the homework 
opportunities they provide to be accessible to all. 
 
Our routines and expectations  
Teachers recognise the benefit of regular homework routines, to build good habits in the children and to support the 
busy home lives of many families. Parents are informed of the homework routines at the Meet the Teachers Evening 
in September and throughout the year in Class Curriculum letters.  
 
Reception 
In Reception children will have: 

 Reading- speed sound sheets from Read Write Inc/story ditty books (for the child to read) 

 Reading- a class book to change (for the child to read) 

 A school picture book to borrow to share with a parent/carer (for the parent/carer to read) 

 Number formation sheets in the summer term 

Year 1 and 2 
In years 1 and 2, children will have: 

 Spelling- The children will either receive a spelling activity if they have completed the RWI scheme, or will 
receive half termly ‘red words’.   

 Reading- The children will receive a school reading book which will be changed during the school week. This 
should be recorded on their ‘Reading Bookshelf’ card.  

 Maths- The children will receive a Mental Arithmetic’ book and need to complete a page a week which is 
guided by the class teacher 

 Shared Learning Projects- once a half term, children will be set a project to complete at home based on the 
topic which they are learning about in school. This is an opportunity to further study the topic area.  

Years 3, 4 and 5 
In year 3, 4 and 5, children will have: 

 Spellings- an activity weekly to help them learn words which follow spelling rules, as well as statutory words 
from the National Curriculum.   

 Reading- children need to read regularly at home and record their reading on their ‘Reading Bookshelf’.  

 Maths- the children will have a ‘Mental Arithmetic’ book and they will need to do a fixed number of pages per 
week. Each page is split into sections A (quick maths questions), section B (short word questions) and section 
C (word problems). Each page reinforces the basic skills we need in maths, so over time their arithmetic will 
improve.  

 Shared Learning Projects- Each half term, children will be set a project to complete based on the topic they 
are learning in school.  

Year 6 
In year 6, children will have: 

 Spelling- an activity weekly to help them learn words which follow spelling rules, as well as statutory words 
from the National Curriculum.  

 Reading- children need to read regularly at home and record their reading on their ‘Reading Bookshelf’.  



 Maths- children will have a maths workbook and the teacher will direct them to a specific page in the book to 
complete 

 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar- Children will have a specific workbook and the teacher will direct them 
to a specific page in the book.  

 Reading comprehension- the children will have a reading comprehension book and each week the children 
will need to complete one page specified by the class teacher. 

There may be instances where additional homework is set.  

Children with additional educational needs may have alternative activities to complete at home with the support of a 
parent. These activities will be designed by the teacher to meet the child’s individual need and to reinforce the learning 
in the classroom.   
 
Equal opportunities 
We offer all children of a similar age group the same opportunities, allowing for different levels of ability. We recognise 
that not all children have the same facilities and environment at home, so some may find it easier to take advantage 
of these opportunities than others.  Teachers are aware of the different skills and confidence level of each child.   
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