
 
 
6th May 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
We hope you and your families are keeping well during these difficult times and coping with the many changes the 
experience of living through a pandemic is imposing on all of us. 
 
Clearly a significant change has been on your children’s day-to-day education and thank you for the support you are 
providing to your children and the feedback you are giving to Mrs Pearce and our teachers so they can continue to 
review and provide the right support to you. The positive responses received have been really important to staff in 
confirming what they are doing is helpful and suggestions for improvements are being taken on board, especially 
around how to stay connected and how to do this in the right way.  For example, balancing our safeguarding 
responsibilities against options such online lesson streaming and how to ensure what we provide is inclusive and 
available to all. We are continuing to look at what we do and how we might need to adapt this in line with the plan 
for schools to re-open once known.  
 
I wanted to reassure that we as Governors continue to actively support the school, Mrs Pearce and staff. Our 
governance arrangements have changed to accommodate the current circumstances and enable us to focus on 
essential and urgent business during the period that the school is closed. We now have in place an Emergency 
Advisory Committee (EAC) comprising fewer Governors with responsibility to make decisions and decide on how best 
to manage the situation for North Hinksey and its families supported by direction and guidance from the Dept. of 
Education and ODST. Our EAC is made up of: 

 me as Chair 

 Ellie Danby, Deputy Chair & Community Governor 

 Amy Pearce, Headteacher 

 a representative from ODST’s Education Support team  
 
The EAC is meeting remotely at least monthly to review the coronavirus related arrangements in place, provision for 
children’s home learning and wellbeing, staff working arrangements and wellbeing, our ongoing responsibilities for 
Health & Safety and Safeguarding and standing items in the educational year calendar such as budget management 
and curriculum requirements.  
 
For as long as this situation continues, we will work hard at maintaining a sense of North Hinksey community and 
working together to support you with your child’s learning at home. We remain open for key workers' children, 
teachers are working hard to respond to emails from parents, write reports, set weekly class work for their class, 
attend online meetings and communicate regularly, particularly with families who need additional support. Some of 
them are also supporting their own children’s learning and/or caring for vulnerable relatives or self-isolating as 
they themselves are vulnerable. On behalf of the Governing body, I would like to thank them for all working so 
tirelessly during this challenging time and with such commitment in a unique set of circumstances. 
 
Stay safe and well, and we look forward to being together again soon. 
 
Cath Wilson 
Chair of Governors 


