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Curriculum, Character Education and Personal Development Intent Statement 
 
Our School’s vision (to provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through 
developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing) underpins the curriculum and experiences 
we offer to our children. The school values of Faith, Hope and Love underpin the school’s vision and we aim to support 
every child to flourish and achieve and to be the best they can be in an environment of love for all. 
 
We consistently provide a wide range of trips, visitors and experiences to enhance the learning experiences.  Our 
provision of overnight stays and residentials is key to building resilience and we commit to Year 2 and 3 staying 
overnight at school every other year, Year 4 one overnight stay in a suitable museum or residential facility, Year 5 two 
night stay at a working farm and Year 6 four night stay at a centre offering a range of outdoor challenges. 
 
The focus on learning is developed through our unique OTTER learners (Ourselves, Try, Think, Enquire, Risks).  We 
have identified the importance for our children to be excited and engaged in their learning, be exposed to experiences 
that push them out of their comfort zone and develop resilience.  We strive to provide a wide range of cultural and 
social learning and experiences to prepare our children for future life.  Alongside this, we place great importance on 
identifying children who need additional nurture support and provide this through nurture groups, one to one support 
and good communication with parents. 
 
With highly skilled staff, children are encouraged to be proud of their achievements, take on personal challenges, 
represent the school at events both in and out of school, celebrate their uniqueness and accept and respect the 
differences between us all.   
 
Children leave our school with confidence in their own abilities and a strong sense of their own unique character, well-
prepared for future life. 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
 
We offer a broad and engaging curriculum.  Learning is focused on the core subjects of English and Maths in the 
mornings with afternoons given to all other subjects including Science, Art, Design and Technology, Physical Education, 
Personal Social Health Education, Computing, History, Geography and Religious Education.  French is taught in Years 
3 to 6.  For most of these subjects, a topic based approach is utilised each term to make links between the curriculum 
subjects.  Topics are wide ranging and are adapted to each cohort to ensure engaging learning experiences.  A 
consistent approach to tracking the topics, skills and knowledge taught each year, using the National Curriculum 
objectives, ensures appropriate information is passed onto the next teacher of each cohort, ensuring learning builds 
on prior learning and experiences.   
 
Teachers take on the role of curriculum leads and monitor the implementation and impact of their subject area each 
term through planning monitoring, learning walks, discussions with children and work scrutiny. 
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Reception 
 
We believe the first year of school plays a vital role in developing children’s attitude to learning, independence skills 
and understanding of how to be a good citizen at North Hinksey.  We have identified the following areas as our vision 
for the Reception year. 
 

What should 
children leave 

Reception being able 
to do? 

What does it look like for 
children in Reception? 

What do staff do to support/develop this? 

Be excited about 
learning. 

 Self led learning. 

 Asking questions and 
seeking answers. 

 Active listening. 

 Plan around children’s interests and introduce new 
and engaging ideas. 

 Value contributions from children and parents. 

 Use open-ended resources that children can use to 
develop their own learning. 

 Have a flexible approach to whole class teaching to 
maintain high levels of engagement. 

 Ensure children engage with a wide range of 
resources and set groupings to support this. 

 Focus on a smooth transition to Year 1 to ensure the 
learning journey continues. 

Be independent.  Able to self-care. 

 Quickly engaging with 
resources/activities. 

 Making up own activities. 

 High expectations from the start, e.g. full day at 
school, PE from Term 1, saying goodbye to parents in 
canopy, using cutlery at lunch, encouraging self-care. 

 Flexible use of equipment to allow for appropriate 
resourcing and purposeful child initiated learning. 

Have the skills to be 
a good school 
citizen. 

 Following school behaviour 
expectations. 

 Working together as a 
team. 

 Sharing equipment. 

 Taking turns. 

 Looking after each other. 

 Follow school Behaviour Policy. 

 Respect each child as a unique person. 

 Support, encourage, model and praise good 
behaviour, team-work, sharing, turn-taking and 
looking after each other. 

 Attending collective worship and whole school events 
as appropriate. 

 Set up buddies with another class from Term 1. 

 
 
We use Development Matters to guide the planning of learning experiences in Reception, focusing on Early Learning 
Goals from the start of Term 4. 
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Curriculum Subjects 
English 
Intent 
All children become confident readers and writers with a love of texts in a text rich environment. They achieve well, 
creating outcomes which they are proud of based on quality texts, explicitly taught grammar and spelling, drama and 
drafting. Children enjoy reading and read regularly for pleasure. Children can read age appropriate books fluently and 
confidently and are able to discuss these orally and in writing. Children take risks in reading by trying new genres and 
trying new styles of writing.  
 
To enable children to flourish in their writing, we teach in an engaging way using quality literature. We use gender 
neutral teaching strategies which allow all children to meet their potential. Use of talk and storytelling is integral to 
our teaching, as is the explicit teaching of grammar appropriate to genre and year group. Children are exposed to texts 
from different cultures to teach them about people other than themselves. Children become resilient writers through 
practise, drafting and learning from their mistakes.  
 
Equally, we teach reading using a whole class reading session every day where children are taught all the key skills for 
their year group including fluency, retrieval and inference weekly. Each child has their own text and these are chosen 
to be a challenging read for pupils, but also to expose them to a range of quality literature and different cultures. In 
year 1, a carousel is used to teach reading with adult led groups and independent groups practising different reading 
skills. We encourage a love of reading through competitions, our reading areas and dens and regular story time. Each 
class hears a story read to them. Author and poet visits complement our practice. Early building blocks of phonics are 
taught using the Read Write Inc scheme. Quality texts are sent home for children to read at home which match the 
children’s ability in reading. In older years, a range of books are available to borrow from a range of authors, cultures, 
modern and classic fiction.  
 
Implementation 
Reading 
Established practice 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Daily phonics in groups- regrouped 
every 6 weeks 
Books changed 2 x a week 
Appealing reading area in class 
Banded reading books and RWI 
books 
Reading with volunteers weekly 
when we can 
Daily story time from class teacher 
Helicopter stories regularly 
Author visits and book readings. 
Whole School Reading competitions 
 

Daily phonics in groups, for those on 
the phonics scheme- regrouped 
every 6 weeks 
Daily carousel  in year 1 
Whole class guided reading in year 2 
Books changed 2 x a week 
Time in the reading den weekly 
Appealing reading area in each class 
Banded reading books and RWI 
books 
Daily story time from class teacher 
Phonics and 1:1 reading 
interventions by TAs 
Author visits and book readings.  
Whole School Reading competitions 
Recording reading as ‘bookshelves’ 
for certificates 
Weekly spelling homework 

Whole class guided reading taught 
daily 
Time in the reading den weekly 
Regular story time 
Appealing reading area in each class 
Reading interventions where 
needed 
Author visits and book readings. 
Whole School Reading competitions 
Recording reading as ‘bookshelves’ 
for certificates 
Weekly spelling homework 

 
Writing 
Established practice 

EYFS KS1 KS2 

Daily phonics in groups using RWI 
Helicopter stories 
Storytelling 
Quality texts for units 
Writing in small groups based on 
topic  

Daily phonics in groups, for those on 
the phonics scheme- regrouped 
every 6 weeks 
Spelling in year 2 daily (No 
Nonsense Spelling) 
SPaG in year 2 daily 

Spelling 3 x a week (No Nonsense 
Spelling) 
SPaG in year 6 daily 
Quality texts for units 
Explicit grammar taught 
Talk for writing in place (storytelling) 



4 | P a g e  
 

Writing equipment available in all 
areas of setting 
Author visits 
Annual storytelling festival 
 

Quality texts for units 
Explicit grammar taught 
Talk for writing in place (storytelling) 
Gender neutral teaching strategies 
in place 
Lots of engagement strategies 
(drama, writing to characters, ipad 
use, writing in costume, art) 
Presented written outcomes 
Audience clear 
Verbal and written feedback in 
place 
Annual storytelling festival 
Author visits 
Write with different materials in 
different places 

Gender neutral teaching strategies 
in place 
Lots of engagement strategies 
(drama, writing to characters, ipad 
use, writing in costume, art) 
Presented written outcomes 
Audience clear 
Verbal and written feedback in 
place 
Annual storytelling festival 
Author visits 
Intervention groups  
Write with different materials in 
different places 

 
Impact 

 Reading is a strength of the school. In 2019, reading was above national averages for the expected group and 
for greater depth in year 6. A very large majority of pupils met the phonics standard in year 1 and this was 
higher than national. Progress in reading is consistently positive across KS2 

 Writing is improving to be in line with reading. In 2019, writing was above national averages for the expected 
group and greater depth.  

 Internally, reading is consistently high (80%+) and writing is improving. Gender gap is shrinking between boys 
and girls.  

 More able pupils: in reading and writing, our more able results are greater than national in KS1 and KS2.  

 Separately to data, children are engaged in reading and writing. Within our most recent lesson observations, 
no child was disengaged. At the most recent reading and writing conferences, children knew the next steps 
for reading and writing and could explain how their teacher gave them feedback. Children could talk about a 
favourite book and what they were learning to do.  

 
Maths 
Intent 
At North Hinksey all children achieve well and become confident mathematicians who can apply number facts quickly 
and efficiently, can use their basic skills to reason maths in context and use their maths to solve problems. Children 
have pleasure and are engaged in maths and can link learning from different contexts.  
 
To enable children to flourish with maths, we follow a maths mastery approach. Children become resilient in maths 
through practise and learning from mistakes. Children feel achievement when they take a risk and their effort brings 
reward.  
 
Implementation 
Established practise 

 We teach units of maths deeply without moving on quickly to allow for thorough understanding 

 We ensure children find pleasure in the maths they learn 

 All children taught to be expected and we differentiate up (using reasoning and problem solving) and support 
pupils who are yet to be expected with adult support and using of manipulatives and pictorial representations.  

 We use concrete objects and pictorial representations before moving to the abstract 

 We use the bar model to support our work with word problems and calculation 

 We allow for deep knowledge of the subject with several lessons for reasoning and problem solving 

 We teach and repeat core skills for the year group 

 We reinforce skills through regular mental maths sessions for times tables and basic skills. These skills are also 
practised with a quiz for homework (using google classrooms). 

 Interventions focus on keeping up with the year group expectations, rather than catching up 

 Children who are below expectations receive interventions to help make accelerated progress 

 We make links in learning explicit to pupils 
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 In EYFS, a carousel ensures there is lots of maths in all areas of the curriculum and children access it 
independently.  
 

Impact 
Maths outcomes and progress is steadily improving at North Hinksey and is now in line with English. We achieve in 
line with National expectations, or slightly higher.  
In terms of progress, in 2019, during KS2 children make more than expected progress.  Internally, our percentage of 
children meeting national expectation is at least 80%s which is higher than national. In terms of progress, we make 
between 85% and 100% progress.  
Our most able results are greater than national in KS1 and KS2.  
Children in our school enjoy maths. During our recent lesson observations and monitoring, pupils shared that they 
enjoyed times table quizzes, reasoning puzzles and problem solving. No child was disengaged during maths.  
 
Science 
Our curriculum focuses on providing children the opportunity to take part in practical, investigative opportunities 
encouraging them to develop their skills of enquiry.  Through engaging lessons, children are encouraged to ask, and 
answer, scientific questions about the world around them.  Alongside investigations, children are taught key scientific 
facts as outlined in the National Curriculum.  Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children 
have been exposed to in previous year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
Art 
Out curriculum inspires children to express themselves creatively while learning how to use a range of materials and 
techniques including sketching, drawing, painting and sculpture.  Techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space are developed throughout the art curriculum.  Children learn about the work of a range of artists, 
designers and architects and we are working towards ensuring this covers a wider range of cultures and diverse types 
of art. Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been exposed to in previous year 
groups to ensure good progression. Children are encouraged to take part in art competitions including Young Art 
Oxford annually and local competitions such as on hoardings of the local building site.   
 
Design and Technology 
Our curriculum offers children opportunities to use original thinking and time to reflect on the outcome of their designs 
and creations.  Where possible, learning links with topic work and develops skills of analysis, problem solving and 
evaluation skills.  Children are taught key skills in line with National Curriculum objectives and are supported to design 
and make products and evaluate them for a specific purpose or audience.  Learning in each year group builds on the 
skills and knowledge children have been exposed to in previous year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
French 
For our Modern Foreign Language curriculum children are taught French in Key Stage Two.  We believe children should 
be immersed in the language by listening and engaging with each other using questions and familiar vocabulary.  The 
learning of vocabulary is built on using assessment of learning in the previous year group to ensure good progression.  
Songs, poems and rhymes are listened to and learnt to foster an enjoyment of the language and to encourage a 
confidence of using French regularly. Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have 
been exposed to in previous year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
Religious Education 
Understanding Christianity is used by the school as a resource for RE teaching.  This resource has been adapted by the 
school with a focus on children’s starting points to ensure appropriate progression.  We also continue to use the RE 
Oxfordshire Diocese Scheme of Work to support planning and experiences for children.  After reflecting on the content 
of both these resources, we have focused on ensuring a range of visits and visitors according to our demographic to 
widen children’s experiences and understanding of a range of religious and world views.  Our RE provision help pupils 
understand not just religious practices but how world views are formed and how communities live within these.  A 
secure grounding in the Christian story and traditions gives content to the school’s vision and values. Visits include 
Methodist church, Synagogue and Mosque.  Visitors to the school include representatives from Jewish, Hindu and 
Muslim faiths, and includes some parents of pupils in school.  RE explores the manifestation of school values within 
Christianity as well as other faiths. The scheme of work that we use invites pupils to explore, engage, enquire and 
evaluate which creates a framework for pupils to critically reflect on their own religious, spiritual and /or philosophical 
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convictions. Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been exposed to in previous 
year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
 
 
Music 
Children take part in music lessons in every year group, in line with National Curriculum objectives.  Additional 
opportunities are provided to broaden the experience including the offer of individual music lessons in a range of 
instruments and an annual music concert.  We believe experiencing singing is a crucial part of the music curriculum 
and therefore ensure a weekly whole school collective worship is dedicated to singing, services in church involve 
singing hymns, and children can join an after school choir. Every child takes part in a performance each year (for 
Reception this is in the form of a Crib Service) and each performance involves learning new songs and performing to 
an audience.  Where possible, we encourage children to learn about, and listen to, music and instruments from around 
the world.   Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been exposed to in previous 
year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
Geography 
The curriculum we offer inspires children to be curious about the world and people.  The topics cover a range of diverse 
places, people, resources and natural human environments as well as an understanding of the Earth’s physical and 
human processes. Where possible, we include opportunities for children to learn about different countries, cultures 
and beliefs to extend their understanding of the whole world, and local area.  Using the National Curriculum objectives, 
children learn about subject-specific vocabulary and develop their geographical skills, including first-hand observation 
and use of artefacts and resources.  Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been 
exposed to in previous year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
History 
The curriculum we offer focuses on developing children’s curiosity and knowledge about the past.  Children learn 
about key events and significant famous people.  Visits out of school, and visitors into school, bring learning to life and 
we regularly use the rich resources in Oxfordshire to support topic learning.  Using the National Curriculum objectives, 
children learn about subject-specific vocabulary and develop their historical skills, including first-hand observation and 
use of artefacts and resources.  Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been 
exposed to in previous year groups, with a focus on learning about events in chronological order, to ensure good 
progression.   
 
Computing 
Our curriculum focuses on the use of computing and technology to prepare children for current and future life.  
Children use a variety of technology in a safe and efficient manner with an ongoing focus of learning about online 
safety.  Experiences focus on the principles of information and computation and how to use the knowledge learnt for 
basic programming.  Computing lessons ensure children become digitally literate and confident to express and develop 
ideas through technology, and as active participants in the digital world. Technology is regularly used to support 
learning in other curriculum areas. Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been 
exposed to in previous year groups to ensure good progression.   
 
Physical Education 
We value the importance of physical education for every child.  Every class is taught one PE lesson a week by a member 
of staff, with Key Stage two classes also having an additional lesson each week taught by a sports coach.  The sports 
learnt are carefully planned for by the PE coordinator to ensure children are exposed to a range of skills, linked to the 
National Curriculum objectives.  Within the local partnership of schools, children take part in a wide variety of sports 
tournaments and we ensure every child in Key Stage 2 represents the school at least once each year in a tournament, 
festival or day event to develop their experience of competition.  Sports clubs are offered after school and a regular 
holiday club focused on sports is also offered.  The school has been awarded Sports Mark Gold in 2017/18, 2018/19 
and 2019/20.  We have strong links with local clubs, such as the local Tennis Club and use their facilities regularly. 
Learning in each year group builds on the skills and knowledge children have been exposed to in previous year groups 
to ensure good progression with a focus on children leading healthy, active lives.  
 
Personal, Social and Health Education 



7 | P a g e  
 

We recognise the value of well-delivered PSHE for children to develop personally, to keep themselves healthy and safe 
and prepare for life and work in modern Britain.  We use the PSHE Association materials to ensure good progression 
of skills such as resilience, self-esteem, risk-management, team-working and critical thinking within three core themes: 
health and wellbeing, relationships and living in the wider world.  With the Department for Education statutory 
guidance for compulsory RSE and Health Education from 2020, we teach with a focus on the fundamental building 
blocks and characteristics of positive relationships, with particular reference to friendships, family relationships, and 
relationships with other children and with adults.  We have already implemented many of the areas highlighted in the 
new guidance and will continue to design and shape the PSHE curriculum to ensure all objectives are well covered. 
 
 


