
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  9TH OCTOBER 2020 

TERM 1      VALUE: FRIENDSHIP 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES 

Thank you to all our families for continuing to support the school with the safety measures in place.  We 

have been reviewing the school arrangements and have some updates for you. 

TOILETS 

As a result of monitoring Government Guidance, we have amended our school risk assessment and will be 

removing the temporary toilet.  The Year 4 class who have been using the temporary toilet will be able to 

use the toilets in the main school building.  To reduce the risk of contact with children in other classes, all 

children who access these toilets will be encouraged to not linger in the toilet for a chat with others!  We 

will continue to monitor these new arrangements and will make changes if deemed necessary. 

PE 

We understand your concerns about how wet some children became last week due to PE outside in heavy 

rain.  All PE lessons have to take place outside as we do not have a suitable indoor space.  We will         

continue to lead PE lessons outside in light rain, but if it is heavy rain then PE will not take place on that 

day.  We appreciate the support of Club Energy who lead four sessions each week as they have offered to               

re-arrange any sessions missed due to heavy rain.  A reminder that ear-rings should be removed or      

covered with tape for PE days. 

APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 

With reference to the above information about PE, please note that all classes will go outside in all   

weathers (except for heavy rain) for PE and break times and this will include using the field.  It is therefore 

vital that every child has a waterproof coat and appropriate shoes (wellies are suggested for wet days 

when the class are not doing PE).   

Due to Government Guidance, we are keeping some  windows and doors open in classrooms to aid       

ventilation and it is therefore a little colder for children than usual.  You may therefore want to ensure 

your child has some layers on under their school uniform, a warm vest would be ideal. 

WRAP AROUND CARE 

School and Pre-School have been reviewing the situation regarding wrap-around care.  As there has not 

been any changes in the Government Guidance for this provision, we are unfortunately still unable to 

offer Breakfast Club or After School Club.  We know this is disappointing for our families and we will     

continue to review the situation regularly. 



STAFF ON GATES 

There may be some start or end of days when staff are not outside on the school gates.  If this is the case, 

please do continue to arrive at your normal allocated time and follow the one-way system.  Thank you. 

 

PARKING 

Thank you to Annette Warner for contacting the police regarding the cars, vans and lorries parked on the 

side of the road on North Hinksey Lane.  The positioning of these vehicles makes it very difficult for peo-

ple to drive through safely and the police have confirmed they will be visiting to monitor the situation. 

 

PARENTS’ EVENING APPOINTMENTS 

Thank you for attending the online appointments.  We hope you found them useful and appreciate you 

being understanding about these taking place online. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REVIEW MEETINGS  

For parents who have received an invitation for an SEN meeting via Parentmail, please sign up for a 

meeting slot.  Links for the online meetings will be sent out early next week. 

BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

Bronze – Finlay (6), Struan (1) 

HARVEST 

A reminder about items that can be dropped off in boxes outside of school on Monday 12th and Tuesday 

13th October: 

 Hearty soup or stew (preferably with a pull ring) 
 Tinned sardines or mackerel 

 Tinned meat (corned beef, spam) with pull rings 
 Chocolate-flavoured breakfast cereal 

 Tinned fruit 

 Individually-wrapped sweets of any size 

 Soft drinks 

 Deodorant 
 Reusable masks 

 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
 New men's undies, sizes M, L and XL 

 Warm socks (don't have to be new) 
 Homemade biscuits or brownies are also always very gratefully received 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

 

In Reception you will spot some repeated pattern prints on the walls and we have been designing picnics 
to take to the moon. We have learnt yet more letter sounds and have started blending some into words 
like cat, it, lad. In maths we have been helping Muddles the Rabbit count carefully and as naughty         
dinosaurs jump in and out of the swimming pool, we have been counting the totals! 

 

This week Year 1 have been working on elements of their non-fiction posters which we will continue and 
put together next week.  More addition and being able to read and write number sentences, also reading 
and writing number names.  They have also been thinking about the habitats of animals, Harvest Festival 
and where our food comes from. 
 

In maths Year 2 have been learning about comparing different number sentences while in English they 
have been learning more facts about continents and made their own continent booklets.  They have also 
been learning all about penguins (which Mrs Pearce is very happy about as penguins are her favourite   
animal!). 

 

In English in Year 3 we have begun to write our non fiction reports, using our fantastic research from last 
week. In maths we have been comparing and ordering numbers to 1000. In topic, we have been thinking 
about the muscular system, and why our muscles are so important. 

 

In Year 4 this week we have been learning what an information book is, and what makes them particular-
ly engaging. We have researched about ancient Egypt for our information books and have started to learn 
about paragraphs. In maths we have been learning about negative numbers.  We have had a busy topic 
week thinking about torches and different casings, making Scarob beetles out of clay and painting our 
names in hieroglyphics on papyrus paper as well as writing dairies in the style of Howard Carter and Harry 
Burton (a famous photographer of his time who took over 1000 photos with the discovery of Tutankha-
mun). 

 

Year 5 have been practicing and revising their mental methods of addition in maths. In writing, they have 
written biographies about Katherine Johnson and have begun exploring using metaphors in poems. Four 
their space topic, they have assessed secondary sources of information about Neil Armstrong and used 
watercolours and compasses to paint the solar system.  
 

Year 6 have been learning how to write non-chronological reports. After reading good examples, they 
identified the features and then wrote one about an animal, with a twist, that they had created. In guided 
reading they finished their class book Blackberry Blue, they have enjoyed the magical adventures, mixed 
between different fairy tales throughout the book. In Maths, they used a variety of addition and subtrac-
tions methods to solve reasoning problems as well as their place value skills. In R.E, they discussed the 
question “do clothes reflect belief?”, talking about major world religions, sports teams and their school 
uniform as well. They have also continued to learn their spellings and have mastered over a quarter of 
the words on their spelling list already!  



ART 
Year 6 have been working really hard at their Pointillism pictures, they have looked at the work of Paul 
Signac &  Georges Seurat & also the  more modern artists Yayoio Kusama & And Enshina.   



For information about fun activities with Dancin’ Oxford, click here. 
 
For some helpful online safety information from NSPCC, click here. 
 

For information about family activities at Hill End, click here. 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

DATES 

W/B 12th October & 20th    
October 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 
Needs Register.  These will be held virtually instead of   

 

Monday 12th October 
Boxes for donations for Food for Charities at front of 
school 

 

Tuesday 13th October 
Boxes for donations for Food for Charities at front of 
school 

 

Friday 23rd October End of Term 1 Normal time 

Monday 2nd November Start of Term 2  

Friday 18th December End of Term 2 
1pm (may be 
staggered TBC) 

Tuesday 5th January 
Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an 
INSET day) 

 

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.dancinoxford.co.uk/whats-on/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/resources/
https://hill-end.org/activities/upcoming-events/
https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/term_dates_2020-21.pdf

