NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 9TH JULY 2021
TERM 6

VALUE: TRUTHFULNESS
SCHOOL UPDATES

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS
Please see the Parentmail sent on 7th July regarding changes we expect to be in place from September.
Please note all current arrangements will remain in place for the rest of this term.
STAFFING 2021-22
We are delighted to confirm Mrs Vanessa Potter will be joining our teaching team in September. Mrs
Potter will be teaching the Year 6 class three days each week, with Mrs Burson teaching the other two
days.
We are also pleased to be able to confirm the classes the support staff will be working with from
September and therefore the team of staff in each year group will be:
Reception

Mrs Claxton, Mrs Strange, Mrs Brett & Mrs Jan

Year 1

Miss Horsfall & Mrs Orchard

Year 2

Mr Waldock & Mrs Jones

Year 3

Miss Hatley, Mrs Clare & Miss Morgan

Year 4

Mrs Burrows, Mrs Davies, Mrs Ward & Miss Swarbrick

Year 5

Mrs Kelly-Eldridge, Mrs Strange, Mrs Miller, Mrs Ward & Miss Swarbrick

Year 6

Mrs Burson, Mrs Potter & Mrs Bowers

Mrs Marsh will be providing support in classes, to be confirmed in September and Mrs Kavanagh will be
continuing in her role as welfare support.
LOCKDOWN
We regularly practise lockdown scenarios in school to ensure we are prepared for any such eventually.
We do not explicitly tell the children when we are practising a lockdown, but we take measures we would
need to do stay safe, such as locking doors and closing blinds. We had a successful practice this week and
will continue to plan for these to take place regularly.
SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION
For helpful advice regarding transition to secondary school by Anna Freud National Centre for Children
and Families, click here.

LEARNING THIS WEEK

Reception have been finding out about real-life superheroes in the NHS and especially in the ambulance
service this week with Mrs Strange. What an amazing job
everyone does! Forest School was especially interesting
as we found a family of slugs in some broken bark of a
tree - there were about 15 slugs all nestled in together
keeping damp and cool!
Back in the classroom maths has all been about missing
numbers this week! Mrs Claxton has been hiding

numbers left, right and centre and the children have to
work out which have been hidden. Not as easy as it
sounds when they are in a cross shape on a 100 square!
Phonics has been 'ir whirl and twirl' and we have been
writing more and more about superheroes. We have
also nearly finished creating our own superhero outfits
as this week was the 'turn of the pants'! All well-dressed
superheroes have superhero pants and now we have a
whole class set drying on the washing line. Mind you,
when this superhero greets you every morning, you can

see where we get our inspiration from!

Dictated by year one, typed by Miss Horsfall...In English, we have been learning about 'The King of the
Swamp', a new story...acting it out, adding music to the narrative, learning about plus painting the main
character and having fun with Mc Darkly. In maths, we have been learning about subtraction using
number tracks and lines. In phonics, we have been learning about 'au' and 'ire'. We have learnt about
plants and animals and how they are important for us and the world. At the time of writing, we were
starting to get excited about our 'sports day hour' tomorrow morning.

This week year 2 have been enjoying exploring language and making adjective and verb choices to
describe the Enormous Crocodile. We learnt new words such as despicable and malicious. We have been
learning how to present easy to read data in maths and are really proud of our block diagrams. We have
also been learning why and what people do with the data they collect. We loved our well being music
session this week! We completed Jo’s class challenge in two of the activities we have been practising. Be
sure to ask us about Oliver Twist and the cups! In PSHE we learnt the biological words for the different
body parts on the male and female body. Finally, we are very very excited for our Roald Dahl day today!
The dream jars we will bring home can be used to help us when we are feeling a big emotion such as
anger or worry.

This week, year 3 have been continuing their fantastic learning about volume and capacity in maths, including
comparing and converting between millilitres and litres. In English, the children have explored the language of
'I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud' by William Wordsworth and have then created their own beautiful poems
following a rhyme scheme. These lovely poems were then set to music which the children composed and
performed themselves. In science, the children have been investigating how water in transported in plants, and
how shadows can change shape and size. In RE, Year 3 have retold the Hindu story of Rama and Sita through
drama and have thought carefully about how stories can contain a meaning or a moral. In Computing, the class
have been busy writing algorithms to help guide the bee bots through their fantastic maps!
This week, Year 4 started the week having an Olympic Food Fair. The children cooked yummy meals in teams
under the care of Miss Swarbrick and Mrs Miller. These were served to the class and everyone thought they
were delicious. In English this week, we have been watching the famous semi-final of the Barcelona Olympics
when Derek Redmond pulled his hamstring. We have had an exciting yet tense week watching other Olympic
races from years gone by. As we will be creating our own commentary for the 400m race, we watched a variety
of professional commentators, borrowing words and phrases most commonly used. We used great phrases
such as ' what a race' and 'spellbinding'. The children have also been working on adding more words to their
word bank this week from the Y4 spelling list. Have a look at the homework for more information! In Maths,
we have been learning how to convert between pounds and pence as well as learning to order money. There
are a few challenging money problems in this week’s homework. In Geography, we compared different features from Japan and the UK, such as food, economy, and geo superlatives. In PSHE we thought about our goals
for Year 5 and, continuing the theme of personal identify, created our own, ‘blowing thoughts’ posters with
wonderful statements. In Computing we continued learning about creating algorithms, debugging and sequencing, concentrating on building our own conversations and quizzes in Scratch.

This week, Year 5 have been measuring angles using a protractor, both on a straight line and around a point.
We have become more confident using protractors and learnt some new tricks to help us use them. In English,
we explored the school fields and took some photos to use in our setting descriptions. We considered using a
range of effective vocabulary and relative clauses to add extra information. In music, we became DJs, using
'Incredibox' to create different rhythms and find perfect loops. There was a lot of head bobbing...! Our
computing lesson focused around creating a maze for our crab game meanwhile we finished building our
Olympic stadiums in DT.
In Maths, Year 6 determined metric and imperial units using a Venn diagram testing our knowledge; converting
and calculating with them. Mr Waldock also has set us some challenging questions (that some of us managed!)
from some GCSE books! This week in English we have been writing persuasive letters about environmental
issues to George Eustice MP, the environment secretary. On Monday, Year 6 learned about the human body
and the changes that it goes through during puberty. Additionally, we learned about the reproductive system
and how it function and the correct scientific names for body parts. On Wednesday, we took part in Year 6’s
sports day, we did a variety of activities such as hammer throw, vortex, shot put as well as long distance and
sprint races. Overall, the scores led to the victory of the North American OTTER Family (Greens). In art we
sketched people step by step, each time in different position focusing on making them realistic. This week,
with Mrs Bowers, we have started molding clay pots and decorating our leavers stones with things that
represent us. We have also been learning how to challenge negative thoughts and manage our emotions when
in difficult situations. And those of us who are going to Matthew Arnold School learned which tutor groups we
will be in next year!

Year 4 Olympic Food Fair

Junior Parkrun Report – 4th July

All the adults were looking anxiously at the skies around 7:30am, wondering whether the
torrential rain would stop and guess what? It did! 77 intrepid runners turned up for the
125th Harcourt Junior Parkrun and 24 were from Team North Hinksey – well done!
This week we welcomed Florian to his first official parkrun – I know he has been up here
before, but this was the first time with his barcode so WELL DONE! We also had some children running who didn’t get a mention in the published results so I would like to say well
done to Charlotte, Juan, Santiago and Idris – what a super surprise to see you all!
Caden and Juno both achieved new PBs this week – AMAZING, and Tilly was 1 second off
matching her PB this week, with Roly only 7 seconds behind his – you’ll catch that PB soon!
We saw lots of social runners this week: Callum and Neo came home within 1 second of
each other, Katy and Evie ran together and William and Adam had a lovely social time together, albeit with more rabbiting than running, but they made it round nonetheless and
didn’t give up! Some other family runners were George and Eva, as well as Oscar and Anna
(thank you daddy for being the run director this week!).
Andrew came home 3rd this week with Romelo not far behind – well done both of you! Eliza ran a super run with her mum (as Dad was a marshal – thank you daddy!) which just
leaves a mention for Isobel and Megan who are running so consistently well at the moment – they weren’t even out of breath as they passed me as we had a chat!
I have already mentioned a couple of the helpers this week so also thank you to Sebbie
and daddy for being marshals this week as well, and William (who looked very smart!) last
week too. It is such an important part of keeping Parkrun running smoothly and it is good
fun too! I even brought along one of my running club buddies to marshal this week and she
loved it! So parents – can YOU help? We always need helpers and there are loads of different jobs to do. Check out the volunteer page on Harcourt Junior Parkrun https://
www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/volunteer/ and get involved! If you volunteer as
tailwalker with your child, they also get a run credit as well as a volunteer credit and for 25
credits you earn a parkrun t-shirt - woohoo!
On another note - parents – remember: if your child is coming up to a milestone and due a
wristband, please can you email the team to let them know you will be there the following
week and your wristband can be presented at the start! Half marathon Club = 11 runs,
Marathon Club = 21 runs, Ultra Marathon Club = 50 runs and 100 runs = certificate! As a
marshal I don’t always get to see who receives their wristband, so do let me know during
the week at school and I can mention you here!
So, who’s up for a Sunday Social jaunt around Harcourt Hill then? Next week I am hoping
there will be a gaggle of Claxtons both helping and running so I look forward to seeing
many of you there! In the meantime, if I have missed you off this report, pop over to the
reception garden and let me know!

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Daria for achieving merit in her Grade 4 piano exam.

HOLIDAY CLUB
There are still spaces available on the holiday club running in school 9am—3pm, £25 per day on the following dates:
26th—29th July
9th—12th August
23rd—28th August.

Childcare vouchers/tax free childcare scheme payments accepted. All bookings must be made through
the accounts section of Parentmail.

SUMMER FUN @ The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock
Join us for a summer of FREE fun @ The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock in collaboration with
the Oxfordshire Library Service. Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 27th July – 26th August.
Have a go at making some Anglo-Saxon grave-goods or your own fossil. Try one of our trails. Enjoy the Library Service’s Summer Reading Challenge activities. Join our Finds Liaison Officer to
take a close look at lots of small, rare and impressive archaeological finds from Oxfordshire.
Online booking is advised, but feel free to drop in! Children must be accompanied by an
adult.

DATES

Monday 12th July

Premier Games sessions for Years 3 & 4—Archery

W/b 12th July

Final week for all clubs

Tuesday 13th July

Premier Games sessions for Reception, Year 1 & Year 2—
ball games

Friday 16th July

Reports sent home

Tuesday 20th July

SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson. To
book an appointment, email senco@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk

Wednesday 21st July

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (TBC)

TBC

End of Term 6
Usual pick up

End of term pick up

3.00pm

12.50pm

3.10pm

1.00pm

3.20pm

1.10pm

Wednesday 21st July

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

