
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 8TH OCTOBER 2021 

TERM 1     VALUE: LOVE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

BABY NEWS! 

We are delighted to share with you the wonderful news that Mr and Mrs Keyte welcomed baby Noah to 

their family on 5th October.  We send them lots of love from North Hinksey. 

HOLIDAY CLUBS—OCTOBER HALF TERM 

Club Energy are running a club in school Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th, Wednesday 27th.  9am—3pm, £25 

per day.  Places must be booked on Parentmail in the accounts section.  Childcare vouchers/tax-free child-

care payments are accepted for this club.  If you haven’t used this payment method before, please email 

the school office.  We keep the holiday clubs page on our school website updated with local holiday clubs.  

Click here for a link. 

COVID 

Just a reminder that NHS guidance is lateral flow tests should only be used for people aged 11 and over 

without symptoms, and a PCR should be taken for anyone with symptoms.  More information here. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

 

VALUE OF THE TERM: LOVE 

This week we reflected in collective worship about how we can show love to our school environment.  

Building on the theme of Harvest and linking to Black History Month, we learnt about a farmer who 

moved from Zimbabwe to England and now grows crops that usually grow in Zimbabwe. We also        

thoroughly enjoyed singing our school song, ‘Lord the Light of your Love’ with great enthusiasm!  Year 5 

and 6 visited St Lawrence on Thursday. 

 

Some questions to talk about as a family 

1) How does it make you feel when the school sings together? 

2) How do you show love to your environment at home and school? 

YEAR 1 

Year 1 had a fantastic time at Farmer Gows last week, as you can see here! 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception have FINALLY FINISHED THEM! Yes, here is the promised picture of our spectacular spiders! We 

have spent weeks creating them and now they look amazing! We had to design, paint, print, weave, and 

finally glue (googly eyes!) - so many skills involved! In other news, we have learnt another couple of 

'caterpillar' letters - we now know c o a d and are beginning to blend letters together to read words -     

fantastic! And in maths, our daily count is getting higher and higher, reaching 50 now. We are also looking 

closely at how to write 3 correctly this week - "round the tree, round the tree, this is how we write a 

three!" We look at all the common mistakes before practising for ourselves and by jingo, we're getting 

good at it!  We have also spent time examining fruit and vegetables for Harvest fortnight and have          

created some beautiful paintings which are also on the wall. Our classroom is just a commotion of colour 

at the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 1 this week we have been focusing our learning around the significance of listening and how it 

helps us learn. In maths we have been learning about the part whole model and how to split a group of 

objects into two different parts (groups). The children have been drawing their own models and using 

counters to help them. In English the children finished their non-fiction book about their visit to Farmer 

Gow’s and they are now starting to explore a new fiction book called ‘The Cow who fell to earth’ which 

focuses around the themes of friendship and offering others a helping hand. In PE the children learnt how 

to come up with a ‘sequence of movements’ including their newly acquired move called ‘speedy squirrels’ 

which involves lots of jumping and spinning! In Science we learnt about amphibians and fish and did an 

activity where the children had to explore the different features of each and compare them. In geography 

we made use of the compasses we made in art last week and explored a map of a farm with them and in 

pairs they gave directions to one another.  In music we explored the different dynamics (volume) of it.  

 

This week in Year 2 we have been adding one and two digit numbers together using base 10 blocks as well 

as learning how to exchange tens when we have too many ones. In English we have been learning about 

penguins, taking notes of the important information and we even drew some penguins and gave each    

other feedback to help improve our drawings. In geography we have been learning about the continents 

and oceans and even spent some time thinking about the ‘Coriolis Effect’ which changes the direction that 

water spins on the equator. We also spent some time learning how to be a good team and the importance 

of listening to each other and communicating effectively. 



This week, Year 3 have finished their incredible animal reports by writing an introduction and glossary and 

drawing some fantastic diagrams. In maths, we have been using number lines to solve addition and       

subtraction problems and playing lots of number bond bingo! In science, Year 3 have been identifying the 

bones in the skeleton (with some help from Georgina - Mr Waldock's skeleton!) and exploring how our 

muscles work in pairs. In DT, we have moved onto painting our wonderful animal masks, ready for the   

final decorating stage next Monday. We are looking forward to using our masks for some drama next 

week! 

This week, Year 4 have been continuing our reading of Kensuke's Kingdom. We have got to a very exciting 

part of the story and are eager to find out what happens next. Because we are enjoying the book so 

much, we are focusing on it in our writing too. We have been investigating how Michael Morpurgo uses 

language to draw in his reader and we will be using it to rewrite a section of the story in our own words 

over the next few weeks.  In the afternoons this week, alongside our usual PE and Violin lessons, we have 

started a new Science/DT project. We are combining all we have learnt from our Science lessons about 

sound with our knowledge of how the violins work to design and make our own musical instruments.  So 

far, we have researched different types of instruments and how they produce a variety of pitch and we 

have begun designing our own instruments to meet our brief. We hope to move onto the making of the 

instruments next week.  

This week Year 5 have been working hard, learning a variety of homophones in their spelling lessons and 

putting them into different sentences. In English, they have continued to work on their historical fiction 

unit, learning how to use powerful verbs when writing about the famous battle between the brave and 

bold, Beowulf and the gruesome Grendel. They also explored the language in the Norse myth, The Kraken 

by Alfred Lord Tennyson, comparing the structure and literary devices to those employed in Beowulf. In 

Maths, Year 5 have been coming to the end of their place value unit. They have completed some rather 

challenging problem solving tasks which involve Roman numerals and negative numbers. The next unit 

they will study is, addition and subtraction; they will start with the addition of two 4-digit numbers with 

one exchange. In Topic, the class used iPads to research pictures of Anglo-Saxon settlements and their 

characteristics as well as learning about farming life during that time. They also planned a party in Anglo-

Saxon times, considering the food and beverages that would have been available. In our Drama lesson 

this week, Year 5 employed their excellent acting skills, portraying a scene between an Anglo-Saxon thane 

and his family. In French, Year 5 thought about the different jobs they would like to do when they grow 

up and started to learn the simple future tense using, ‘Je serai’. In RE, the children have been learning 

about Sikhism, the Guru Granth Sahib and the way sacred texts are used. 

In Year 6 this week we have been learning how to add excellent description into our narratives, we have 

tried very hard to use show not tell strategies to share with our reader how our character is feeling. We 

have also planned the next section of our narrative making sure we can take our reader on an emotional 

rollercoaster! In guided reading, we have been expanded our vocabulary and using the meaning of these 

new words to infer about character and personality of the different characters in our book. We learnt the 

meaning of the words succumb and prosperous. In maths we have learnt that in number sentences that 

involve multiple operations there is a correct order to solve them in. Brackets must be done first. In art, 

we have created beautiful Islamic geometric patterns and learnt the correct watercolour technique to 

paint them with rich colours. They will be all added together to create a wall hanging for the classroom. In 

science, we have enjoyed learning about shadows and why they change size. 



SAFETY FOCUS 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1 Alex   

Year 2    

Year 3    

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

96 82 103 102 

 

Eli took part in the MND walk at Blenheim Palace at the weekend to raise awareness for 
a cause very close to his family’s hearts.  He was a trooper and had a smile on his face 
the whole way round, thinking of the loved one Eli’s family know who would love to be 
able to walk in the rain! 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

We are delighted to welcome Oxford Poetry Library and its highly-rated nature poetry workshop to West 

Oxford Community Centre, as part of the ‘From the Ground Up’ exhibition celebration 20 years of com-

munity action in Oxfordshire <https://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/event/from-the-ground-up-

stories-of-climate-action-exhibition-at-the-old-fire-station-to-celebrate-20-years-of-cag/> . This workshop 

is based on the award-winning book ‘The Lost Words’ by Robert Macfarlane, illustrated by Jackie Morris, 

which aims to bring the natural world back into the lives of children through poetry. 

 

Ideal for 7-14 year olds and their parents/guardians, this is a 3-hour family session which combines na-

ture identification skills, vocabulary building, and imaginative description using all five senses to explore 

nature. After a chat about the kind of creatures, creepy-crawlies, and all manner of living things we might 

be seeing (and a bit of binocular training!), we will head out into Kingfisher Corner to explore. Local na-

ture experts will lead the walk, teaching participants how to look and listen and notice the living world 

around us. We then return inside to create our own Lost Words-inspired poetry with the help of poet 

Phoebe Nicholson. 

 

The event is free but booking is essential: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/170626146397  

Helen & Douglas House Little Cook’s Bake Sale 

  

Get a slice of the action by whisking up some tasty 

treats with your child and hold a bake sale to raise 

some dough to help local terminally ill children 

from 11-17th October 2021. Whip out your     

wooden spoon, bring out your baking bowls and 

enjoy some floury fun with your little cook. 

  

Find out more and register to take part 

here:  Helen & Douglas House 

(helenanddouglas.org.uk) 

  

Little cooks who raise more than £75 for Helen & Douglas House will be entered into a 

prize draw to win a £500 voucher for Drayton Manor Theme Park. 

https://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/event/from-the-ground-up-stories-of-climate-action-exhibition-at-the-old-fire-station-to-celebrate-20-years-of-cag/
https://www.lowcarbonwestoxford.org.uk/event/from-the-ground-up-stories-of-climate-action-exhibition-at-the-old-fire-station-to-celebrate-20-years-of-cag/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/170626146397
https://www.helenanddouglas.org.uk/event/little-cooks-bake-sale/
https://www.helenanddouglas.org.uk/event/little-cooks-bake-sale/


VACANCIES 

Energy Kidz run a breakfast and after-school club at North Hinksey.  They are currently     

advertising for staff at these clubs.   Please click on the below links for more information. 

 

Childcare Setting Manager 

 

Play Activity Leader 

https://junioradventuresgroup.livevacancies.co.uk/#/job/details/662
https://junioradventuresgroup.livevacancies.co.uk/#/job/details/658


COOKERY SESSIONS 

Alex McKay and Activate learning are supporting SOFEA by offering cookery sessions during October,    

November and December. 

If interested please sign up on this link: 

https://adult.activatelearning.ac.uk/find-a-course/detail/cookery-for-beginners-in-collaboration-with-

sofea-2/ 

  

 

BOTLEY COMMUNITY LARDER 

We are Botley Community Larder, we receive surplus food through our family memberships of Fareshare 

who provide surplus food. We have no profits or running costs but the annual heavily discounted church 

hall rental. We serve close to 200 households and with your help we can pay the rent and 30+ ambassa-

dors (volunteers) can carry on serving the community every Thursday afternoon.  If you can help, please 

click on this link for the Go Fund Me page. 

https://adult.activatelearning.ac.uk/find-a-course/detail/cookery-for-beginners-in-collaboration-with-sofea-2/
https://adult.activatelearning.ac.uk/find-a-course/detail/cookery-for-beginners-in-collaboration-with-sofea-2/
https://gofund.me/4117b0cf


Junior Parkrun Report – 3rd October 

 

We were all a little worried that the Saturday rains would hit us again on     

Sunday but no, we managed a dry, if overcast, parkrun on Sunday. There were 

71 runners in total and 12 were from Team North Hinksey – well done for    

turning up – lots of others were at home watching the London Marathon we 

think! 

 

We welcomed Beth this week for her very first parkrun, and judging from the 

huge smile on her face, we shall see her again and again! We also had 3, yes 3 

PBs from Harriet, Daisy and Roly – congratulations! Andrew finished just 3    

seconds behind his big brother – come on Andrew, you can chase him down 

next week for sure! 

Eva completed her milestone 21st parkrun – her marathon – so should receive 

her wristband next time, and I notice that Katy is catching up with her with   

only 2 more to go for her marathon wrist band too – great commitment girls! 

George ran in exactly the same time as his last run and Rosie was a full 1 ½ 

minutes faster than her last run – new PBs next week definitely! Everyone else 

was just a matter of seconds off the time they ran last time they came up to 

Harcourt: Sebbie – 4 seconds; Cerys – 9 seconds; Gilbert – 13 seconds;       

Sammie – 14 seconds! You are ALL amazing and I am, as always, so proud of 

you all! 

Why not come along and join us – come and see what I (Mrs Claxton!) keep 

banging on about and what all the fuss is about! Go to https://

www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/ for all the information you need, in-

cluding the time (9am), the place (Brookes Sports Centre at Harcourt Hill), the 

cost (IT’S FREE!!!) and how to get a barcode (that you DO need to do yourself!) 

so you too can get a mention in the weekly run report! I look forward to      

seeing lots of you up there next week – GO, GO, GO Team North Hinksey! 



Wednesday 13th October Governing Body Faith Committee Meeting 7pm 

Monday 18th—Thursday 21st 

October 

Bikeability sessions for children in Year 5 and 6 who   

handed in forms last term 
 

Friday 22nd October End of term Normal time 

Monday 1st November Start of Term 2  

Tuesday 2nd November 
Year 2 trip to Waddesdon Manor—more information to 

follow 
 

Wednesday 3rd November Governing Body Resources Committee Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 3rd November 

Reading Workshop for parents (how we teach reading, 

including phonics and how parents can support at home).  

Suitable for parents of children in Reception, 1 and 2. 

Virtual  6-7pm 

Friday 12th November Swimming starts again for Year 5 (5 weeks)  

W/C 15th November Parents evenings—more information to follow  

Wednesday 17th November 
Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic 

expectation and how we prepare children) 
Virtual 6-7pm 

Wednesday 24th November Governing Body Learning & Teaching Committee Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 24th November 
Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic 

expectation and how we prepare children) 
Virtual 6-7pm 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas lunch  

Monday 6th December Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 16th December Y1&2 Christmas Service in St Lawrence  

Friday 17th December Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service in St Peter & St Paul  

Friday 17th December End of term 1pm 

Term dates for 2021-22, and provisional dates for 2022-23, are available on the school website.  Please 

click here for a link. 

DATES—AUTUMN TERM 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

