
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  7TH MAY 2021 

TERM 5     VALUE: FORGIVENESS 

 SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS 

We have not received any updated guidance for schools relating to COVID-19 and so continue to follow 

the same measures.  We anticipate there may be updated guidance for 17th May onwards, and will keep 

you informed of any changes. 

 

HOMEWORK 

We would really appreciate your support with making sure your child completes the homework assigned 

to them each week.  Teachers plan the activities carefully and they are essential activities to help your 

child continue to make good progress in school so they really do need to be completing homework every 

week.   

 

BIKEABILITY 

A reminder that the bikeability consent forms for Year 4 and Year 5 must be returned to school by Friday 

14th May.  They can be left in the box outside the office. 

 

RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION 

Thank you for your previous responses to the questionnaire regarding Relationships Education and the 

associated policy.   

You can now find an overview of the personal, social and health education curriculum on the school     

website on the ‘curriculum’ page (click here).  We will always inform parents before units of work that 

may lead to questions and discussions at home, and these are highlighted on the long term plan.  We have 

also added a link on this page on the website with information about resources for parents to use at home 

with children regarding changing bodies (click here). 

 

HOLIDAY CLUBS 

Club Energy will be running a club in school on Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd June 9am-

3pm at a cost of £25 per day.  You will be able to book places on Parentmail soon. 

The holiday clubs page on the school website is being kept up to date with information about local clubs 

taking place during May half-term and the summer holiday.  Click here for a link to the page. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/curriculum.html
https://www.theschoolrun.com/best-books-for-children-about-puberty-and-sex
https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html


LEARNING THIS WEEK 

 

Reception finally got up to Forest School this week and were fas-

cinated by all the creatures in the pond. We couldn't spot any tad-

poles though this time.  In class we have been practising a new 

digraph in phonics - ‘ow’ blow the snow - and can read and spell 

lots of related words. In maths, dinosaurs have yet again taken 

over as we are practising subtraction as 'take away'. We have 

placed some dinosaurs in one continent (on our floor rug) and 

then the Special Person of the Day takes some on holiday to an-

other continent. We then count how many are left and write is all 

as a number sentence. We are getting really good at it now! We 

have also been looking at prehistoric landscapes and painting our 

own, with a view to strategically placing a dinosaur silhouette on 

it once it is dry, and we are still letting our clay  dinosaurs dry out 

before painting them too. Phew - a busy week for a short one! 

 

 

In Year 1 a shorter week didn't stop us working hard.  In maths, we have been learning about making 

equal and unequal groups...harder than you think at first...and I hope the homework is a fun version of 

practising this.  In English, we have focused on Captain Firebeard, describing him, and then going on to 

create WANTED posters for him.  You should look out for him because the rewards offered by year 1 

means you would never have to work again.  In science, we have been exploring our 5 senses and they 

enjoyed a senses hunt in outdoor learning.  We have embarked on new letter formation; the class has 

been positive about it.  I'll post a word mat in GC so you can see the letter formation we will be prac-

tising.  This does not have to be adopted for all their work/homework and I acknowledge the journey to 

joined up comes at different times and pace for different children.  Importantly, we have refreshed the 

concept of a Bucket Filling classroom to ensure our empathy and care for each other stays strong!  P.S. 

Many thanks for our parents evening meetings, it was good to catch up with you all. 

 

 

In Year 2 this week we have been learning to find fractions to numbers. We have been amazing at this and 

can now find 1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 3/4 and 2/3 of numbers up to 40. We have even started comparing fractions 

of numbers. In English we have written amazing stories based on the 'Lonely Beast' we had to imagine a 

treacherous journey our beast would go on. We have enjoyed the afternoon lessons. In history we have 

been comparing seaside holidays in the Victorians times to seaside holidays now. We have designed our 

own Punch and Judy characters and we're looking forward to making them. We have also been learning 

to sketch real objects in art. We looked closely at shells and sketched them into our art books being sure 

to draw what we really saw not what we thought shells looked like.   



In English, Year 3 have been revising lots of lovely writing skills such as structuring paragraphs and writing 

descriptively to create a short story about an abandoned castle. In maths, we have been focusing on    

multiplication and exploring how we can apply our times table knowledge to scaling problems in real life. 

We have also been working very hard to see the links between the 8-times table and dividing by 8 in 

Times Table Rock Stars! In science, we have been continuing to explore the force of magnetism through 

an investigation into the properties of different materials. We worked as a team to make predictions, then 

investigated our theory, before drawing conclusions about which materials are magnetic. In design and 

technology, we have created fantastic blueprints for our robot inventions in preparation for building next 

week. 

 

This week, Year 4 have been preparing a story based on our class novel, James and the Giant Peach. We 

have been using story prompts to help us and have worked fantastically in pairs to create adventurous 

narratives using amazing vocabulary. We found that some story combinations worked better than others 

and have been considering what impact a cliff-hanger has on the reader.  In Maths, we have been working 

on angles, learning to identify and order acute, obtuse, right-angles, straight-line angles and exploring   

reflex angles, too. We have combined forces in Science, Geography and Computing, researching              

deforestation, urbanisation, climate change and intensive farming as part of our Help Our Habitats unit. 

We are working on preparing a digital poster using Google docs and exercising our layout and design skills. 

Nature reserves have been on the agenda, too and we have discussed what humans can do to protect our 

environment. In PSHE, dental hygiene has been on our minds this week, and we have been exploring the 

best ways to brush our teeth (in a circular motion) and learning about the sugar in different liquids. We 

conducted an experiment to discover the effect high concentrations of sugar has on our teeth enamel and 

we found some very interesting results! 

 

In Year 5 maths, we have explored adding and subtracting decimals, including a visit to the mystery shop. 

We wrote museum information cards about our mystery objects, using semi-colons and historical           

language to write like historians. We have begun making our museums for our historical objects and   

started growing geranium plants on our topic of asexual reproduction in science.  

 

This week in Year 6 we have been reading 'Arctic Star', a story about three teenage Royal Navy recruits 

who embark on an adventure. Whilst reading it we have been learning how to retrieve information from a 

text as well as back up our inferences with evidence. In maths we have covered a variety of topics from 

calculating percentages using frequency tables, calculating quadrilaterals perimeter from their area and 

exploring prime numbers. In English we have started a new text, 'The Viewer' by Shaun Tan which is about 

a young boy called Tristan who explores a local junkyard. We've spent the week learning how to create 

atmosphere and are writing a setting description of Tristan's explorations. In PSHE we have been learning 

about prejudice and discrimination and the part and impact that stereotyping can have on how we view 

and treat others. In History we've been learning about how entertainment and leisure time has changed 

over the last 200 years including how the frequency and availability of low-cost holidays has changed   

peoples travelling habits and how toys have change due to culture and technology. 



 Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun 

We were very lucky to have another sunny Sunday up at Harcourt 
where 111 runners turned up for their weekend run and 19 were from 
Team North Hinksey! 

 

We had another couple of first-timers – welcome Finlay and Florian. 
We also had William collecting his blue wristband and joining the half 
marathon club – well done and don’t forget to download your certifi-
cate! 

 

There was a plethora of pbs this week – congratulations to George and 
Eva (a family double!), Isobel Lily, Margot, Megan, Melissa and Ted.  

Samuel and Andrew were looking strong as they came in 2nd and 4th 
this week. Eliza and Sebbie finished well too and a special mention to 
Dylan for his consistency – yet again, a great time at his 65th event – 
wow! I was also so proud to see so many from my class turn up and 
enjoy their run: well done Caelan, Ishmael, Katy and Rosie – all com-
pleting your 2nd run. 

 

I also managed to snatch a lovely chatty walk with Maia for some of 

the distance – thank you. As tail walker I don’t always get to see every-

one so apologies to anyone else if I have missed you out from the run 

report. 

Now, if this sounds like fun and you haven’t managed to make it yet, 
you can still join in! Just turn up at Brookes Sports Centre on Sunday 
for 9am – you can always look for me (Mrs Claxton) if you are worried 
you won’t know anyone. Just go to www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-
juniors for more details. If you do come along, print out your barcode 
and you’ll get a time for your run. It really is great fun! I shall be a mar-
shal next week which means I will be stationed somewhere around the 
2km course, ready to cheer you all on as you whizz past! See you 
there. 

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors


CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, 10-16 MAY 2021 

If you enjoy this family wordsearch, please donate to: 

www.caweek.org 

Can you find THESE 10 WORDS in the wordsearch above? 

Christian Aid fights POVERTY all over the world. People who live in poverty have very little to eat and may not have a safe 
house to live in. 

The CLIMATE crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day. 

A changing climate will affect the production of both tea and CHOCOLATE... imagine how grumpy your parents would be with-
out tea, or you without chocolate! 

The world's poorest people may not survive climate DISASTERS, such as drought (months of no rain) or flooding (too much 
rain, too quickly). 

INJUSTICE is an unfair situation someone is in. 

Christian Aid supports FAIRTRADE and fights for farmers to get a fair price for their produce. 

Christian Aid gets people working together to build a stronger VOICE so that their needs can be heard (a classroom of kids is 
louder than just 1, right?). 

Christian Aid helps children to get an EDUCATION. 

HEALTHCARE is free in our country, but in some parts of the world people cannot afford to see a doctor.  

Say a PRAYER for all those who are not as lucky as you this week. 

http://www.caweek.org


FUNDRAISING 

Lucy (year 3) is currently fundraising to help her aunt raise money for her London Marathon place. Lucy is reading 

26 books in 26 weeks (she could read 0.02 of a book to round off!) and is raising money for three charities: 

The Botley Bikers - part of Food for Charities, set up by Riki on North Hinksey Lane and the organisation behind the 

community fridge and larder. The Bikers go out several times a week and deliver food to homeless and vulnerable 

Oxford residents. (https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/26-books-in-26-weeks-food-for-charities). Lucy has 

been baking cakes for the team to deliver since school closed after Christmas and is still going! 

Prostate Cancer Research UK (https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/26-books-in-26-weeks-pcr) 

The Plunkett Foundation (https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/26-books-in-26-weeks-plunketts) 

Two of our lovely local families have had a sort out and have the following items that they wish to donate to other 

families who may be in need of baby/play equipment. Collection from the Botley area is preferable but we may be 

able to come to some arrangement. The items are as follows:- 

2 White wooden John Lewis cot beds 

White wooden changing table 

Ikea plastic highchair (safety belt is missing but this can be purchased on Amazon) 

Toddler bed 

Travel cot 

Baby gate (long enough for an open plan house or can be converted to make a closed off area) 

Toddler car seats (not involved in any accidents) 

Backpack style toddler carrier 

Baby bumbo chair 

Booster seat to attach to dining room chair 

Electronic keyboard 

Play kitchen 

Play dressing table with mirror & stool 

Pink rocker 

Email coordinator@botleybridges.org if you are interested, photos could possibly be arranged. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/26-books-in-26-weeks-food-for-charities
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/26-books-in-26-weeks-pcr
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/26-books-in-26-weeks-plunketts


DATES 

Friday 14th May 
Deadline for Year 4 and Year 5 bikeability consent forms 
to be returned. 

 

W/C 17th May 
Review meetings for parents of children on the SEN      
register 

TBC 

Wednesday 19th May Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm 

Tuesday 25th May Class group photos  

Friday 28th May End of Term 5 Normal time 

Tuesday 8th June 
Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET 
day) 

 

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th 
June 

Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days   

Tuesday 15th June 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

W/b 28th June SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 7th July Matthew Arnold Transition Day  TBC 

Tuesday 20th July 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

