NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 4TH OCTOBER 2019
TERM 1 VALUE: GENEROSITY

OTTER LEARNING FOCUS: OURSELVES

CURRICULUM

CHARITY FUNDRAISING—MACMILLAN
On Friday 27th September we held our Macmillan Coffee
Morning and baked our own cakes, cookies, flapjack and many
more desserts. We had games. We also had a wishing tree
for people who have cancer or who have died from cancer.
We had a little area where you could make your own biscuits.
Mrs Dallimore kindly let us use her kitchen to make the tea
and coffee for the guests. In the morning we raised £300 and
more in the afternoon. Macmillan raises money for people
with cancer. We would like to thank everyone who supported
us.
By Year 6.

GARDENING
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with preparing our gardening boxes. These are going to be
used by our ‘buddies’ in school when older children spend time with their younger buddy. We still need
some more soil so if you can help us with this please let us know via the office.

Thank you to Mrs Holloway for asking for support from
Wickes. They kindly donated a new wheelbarrow
which is really helping with moving heavy items!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—YEAR 5
On Monday 23rd September, an excitable Year 5 class travelled to the Islamic Learning Centre Mosque.
We stood by the fountain in the courtyard of the Islamic learning Centre while the guide talked to us
about the 5 Pillars of Islam. After, we strolled over to the door. We sat down for a talk about Prophet
Mohammed. Next we walked through the Learning Centre before we got to go into the Mosque.
Although the Mosque looked very clean, we still had to take our shoes off. This was to show respect to
the God. Once we entered the Mosque everyone admired the dome, which had no cement in it, while
people walked over the colourful carpet. Our guide answered our many questions. Finally an amazed
Year 5 class walked around the back of the terrific Mosque and started their long walk back to school.
By Thomas & Alex, Year 5

SCIENCE—YEAR 6
On 26th September, a man called Dr Wilson came to our class. Dr Wilson is a Marine Biologist. He loves
everything to do with nature. At the age of four, he wanted to be a Marine Biologist because of his father
who kept bringing back little souvenirs from his journeys. He told us some interesting facts of which we
were very surprised by such as:
The biggest predator in the ocean is called a colossal squid
The deepest part of the ocean is 12km deep
70% of the world is made of ocean
A sperm whale’s head is as big as a double decker bus
Sharks touch things with their teeth
When a fisherman drops its net it keeps fishing under the
ocean for fish; it’s called a ghost net.
Thank you to Dr Wilson for coming. Eve & Daisy Year 6

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP—HARVEST
On Wednesday 2nd October the whole school walked to St Peter & Paul Church for Harvest Festival.
Thank you to everyone for the donations for the Oxford Food Bank and to Year 4 for their paintings and
prayers. Some quotes from children:
‘I thought harvest was amazing because I realised how many people celebrate it.’
‘I enjoyed all of the singing we got to do.’
‘I learnt that so many people are Christians and go to
church to celebrate Harvest and really care about it.’

The Church Fridge
After the Harvest Service, Mrs Wolf showed us the fridge in St Peter & Paul Church. She told us that anyone can take or donate food. On the right of the refrigerator there were shelves for people who were
desperately in need. She also told us that no-one is allowed to donate meat, fish or already cooked food
because they go off easily. Mrs Wolf or other volunteers have to check the fridge every day because if the
temperature is too hot then all of the food will go off. Following on from this, in RE we all wrote about
Season for Change. We were learning about a mother and her son who were Dalits. Dalits are looked
down upon other tribes, therefore they were poor and could not afford education and healthcare. They
were helped by the mother’s friend, she helped them earn money by farming. In conclusion, we all decided we would like to help by donating to the fridge.
By Maya & Bella, Year 6

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Parent Information Sessions
We have some drop-in sessions taking place during term 1 and term 2 which all parents are very welcome
to come to.
Tuesday 22nd October, 9-10am, we have Rachel Pullin, an Educational Psychologist (EP) joining
us. Rachel is a parent at school and works as an EP at schools around Oxfordshire. Rachel has offered to
talk about the role of an EP and answer any questions you may have.
Tuesday 12th November, 9-10am, Mrs Burson will be showing parents the Oxfordshire Local Offer,
including how to navigate the website to find advice and support. Each authority is required to publish a
local offer, setting out in one place information about provision they expect to be available for children
and young people in their area who have special educational needs.
Tuesday 3rd December 9-10am, we have Margaret King from the Communication and Interaction
Support Service (C&I) joining us. The C&I service provides advice, training and support to schools to help
them meet the needs of children with Autism and other differences in communication and interaction. Margaret regularly visits North Hinksey to assess children's needs and offer training, ideas and
strategies for school staff and parents to support children. Margaret has offered to talk about her role
and answer any questions you may have.

Year 4 Sharing Assembly
Please note the date of this has changed from Friday 8th November to Friday 15th November.
Term Dates
Term dates for 2020-2021 are now available on the school website by clicking here. Please note there are
still 4 additional INSET days to be confirmed.
Parent Governor
We are delighted to welcome Sarah McIntyre as our new Parent Governor.
Maths YouTube
For information about how children learn maths calculations please see our videos on YouTube by clicking
here.
Snapchat
We are aware that some of our children have their own phone and access to a variety of apps. Please
click here for guidance about a popular app, Snapchat. There is an age restriction of 13 years+ on this app,
and it has been rated the 4th most negative app in terms of having an impact on young people's health
and well being.

Introduction to Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun
Every Sunday there is a fantastic local opportunity for children to experience an organised, weekly running event, over a set distance (2Km). You get a registered time and
compete against yourself to get faster each week. Some weeks, just getting round in the
wind and rain is a massive achievement! We are very lucky to have this on our doorstep,
at Harcourt Hill, and I (Mrs Claxton) have been delighted to see so many of our children
regularly attending.
This week, out of 90 children taking part, I spotted 10 from North Hinksey School and we
had some amazing results! Anya and Ralf joined the Half-Marathon Club, meaning they
have each run over 11 Parkruns! Amazing! Anna in Reception joined the Marathon Club.
That means she has run 21 Parkruns! WOW! Elsie ran her fastest time yet and gained a
new Personal Best time (PB). Well done! Andrew has run the most of anyone in the
school – 72 runs, with Samuel, his brother coming a close 2nd at 71 runs. That’s commitment!
I shall continue to see how we are doing and provide regular updates in the newsletter.
Would you like your name in the report? Do you fancy stretching your legs in the fresh air
on a Sunday Morning? For more details, look online at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/
harcourthill-juniors then come and find me, Mrs Claxton, on a Tuesday, to let me know
how you got on.

Anna with her green wristband after
completing 21 Park runs.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Join us for

Theme: MESSY HARVEST
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER,
4.00pm to 6.00pm at St Peter & St Paul, Botley
Celebrating through crafts, story, singing, food, games and fun.
Contact revclare@btinternet.com.
www.osneybenefice.org.uk

My name is Marika – I’m a Researcher at a TV production company called Keo Films. I
wanted to email you as we are currently producing the third series of Britain’s Best
Home Cook with Mary Berry and Claudia Winkleman for BBC One, and we are looking for
passionate and talented home cooks to apply.
We are especially keen to hear from school support/kitchen staff who would be interested
in taking part, which is where I’m hoping you’ll be able to help us out by encouraging
people you know to apply!
A little bit about the show; over eight episodes, ten contestants will need to demonstrate
their skill under pressure as they’re asked to serve the most perfect version of dishes that
define modern home cooking, as well as create their special take on well-loved classics.
If you would like more information, feel free to give me a call on 07712 430 080.
Of course, if you can think of anyone personally who would be great, please let them know
about the show!
For details on how to apply please visit this website:
https://britainsbesthomecook.co.uk/
Or email us to request an application form on: cooking@keofilms.com.

Circus Starr Show—Oxford
Circus Staff shows are aimed at children with disabilities, families on low incomes, those
facing challenges such as domestic violence, bereavement or who may be living with a lifelimiting condition. Every child, whoever they are, is free to be themselves at a Circus Starr
Show – shout with joy, move to the music or appear centre stage! A show is taking place in
Oxford on Saturday 12th October. To apply for free tickets, please click here to visit the
website.

Term 1
Tuesday 8th October

Matthew Arnold Open Morning

9.00—11.30am

Tuesday 8th October

Year 1 trip to Harcourt Arboretum. Children
need packed lunch, water bottle and weather During school day
appropriate clothing (long sleeved top and long
trousers please)

Wednesday 9th October

Oxford Chamber Music Festival trip for Year 6.

Thursday 10th October

Year 4 visit to Christ Church Cathedral. Children
need waterproof coat, packed lunch, water During school day.
bottle and snack

Monday 14th October

Rugby Festival at Cumnor Primary School.
Invitations to attend have been sent on
Parentmail

Monday 14th October

Resources Governors’’ Meeting

Week beginning 14th October

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Tuesday 15th October

Flu vaccinations—more information to follow

Thursday 17th October

Online Safety Information event for parents at TBC
Matthew Arnold School

Tuesday 22nd October

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Thursday 24th October

Badminton competition—more details to follow

Friday 25th October

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 25th October

HSA Cake Sale—Year 6

Monday 28th October—Friday
1st November

Half Term—school closed

Leaving school 12.45pm and
returning at 4.00pm

6.00pm

After school

Term 2
Monday 4th November

Faith Governors’ Meeting

6.00pm

Tuesday 5th November

Rugby competition—more details to follow

Thursday 7th November

HSA Film Night

Monday 11th November

Years 3 to 6, Remembrance Service at St Law- 10.30am
rence War Graves—parents welcome

After school

Monday 11th November

Clubs start and run for 5 weeks

Friday 15th October

Year 4 sharing assembly—note change of date
from Friday 8th November

Tuesday 19th November

Learning & Teaching Governors’ Meeting

Monday 25th—Friday 29th November

Year 6 residential in Aberdovey

Week beginning 2nd December

Parents’ Evenings

Wednesday 4th December

Christmas Lunch

Friday 6th December

Year 6 sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 6th December

HSA Christmas Bazaar

TBC

Thursday 12th December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance
Children to return to school at 5.00pm

1.30pm & 5.30pm

Thursday 12th December

Oxfordshire School Dance Festival 2019 at The new
Theatre. This will be for children in Year 6 who want Times TBC
to take part

Thursday 12th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 13th December

HSA Cake Sale—Reception

After school

Monday 16th December

Reception Crib Service at St Lawrence—families 2.00pm
welcome

Thursday 19th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service at St Peter & St 10.15am
Paul—families welcome

Thursday 19th December

Term ends at 1pm

Friday 20th December—Friday
3rd January

Christmas holidays—school closed

5.30pm

1pm

Term 3
Thursday 16th January

Year 3 showcase at Oxford Playhouse

TBC

Friday 17th January

Year 5 sharing assembly

9.00am

Wednesday 22nd January

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Friday 24th January

Year 3 sharing assembly

Week beginning 27th January

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

9.00am

Friday 31st January

Year1 sharing assembly

9.00am

Monday 3rd February

Girls’ Football Festival—more details to follow

Thursday 6th February

Athletics Tournament—more details to follow

Friday 7th February

Year 2 sharing assembly

Week beginning 10th February

Some parents will be invited in for a meeting
with the class teacher to discuss issues identified around learning or behaviour.

Tuesday 11th February

HSA Quiz Night for parents

TBC

Friday 14th February

Reception sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 14th February

HSA Cake Sale—Year 5

After school

Friday 14th February

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Monday 17th February—Friday
21st February

Half term—school closed

9.00am

Term 4
Monday 2nd March

Netball tournament—more details to follow

Wednesday 4th March

Hockey tournament—more details to follow

Week beginning 9th March

HAS Mothers’ Day
(purchasing of a gift)

event

for

children During school day

Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th Year 5 residential at Magdalen Farm
March
Week beginning 23rd March

Parents’ Evenings

Monday 23rd March

Swimming Gala—more details to follow

Friday 27th March

HSA Cake Sale—Year 4

After school

Wednesday 1st April

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 3rd April

Term ends at 1pm

1pm

Monday 6th April—Friday 17th
April

Easter holidays—school closed

Term 5
Tuesday 21st April

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 24th April

HSA Cake Sale—Year 3

After school

Wednesday 29th April

HSA Film Night

TBC

Thursday 30th April

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Tuesday 5th May

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 8th May

Bank Holiday—school closed

Week beginning 11th May

Year 6 SATs

Saturday 16th May

HSA May Fayre

TBC

Tuesday 19th May

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 22nd May

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 22nd May

HSA Cake Sale—Year 2

After school

Monday 25th May—Friday 29th Half term—school closed
May
Term 6
Monday 1st June

INSET—school closed

Week beginning Monday 8th
June

Sports Week—more information to follow

Wednesday 10th June

Sports Festival (sports day) - more information
to follow

Friday 12th June

HSA school discos

Week beginning 22nd June

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Thursday 25th June

Year 2 and Year 3 overnight camp on school
field

Wednesday 1st July

Transition morning—children spend the morning with their next teacher

Friday 10th July

HSA Cake Sale—Year 1

After school

Friday 17th July

End of term 1pm

1pm

TBC

