
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 4TH MARCH 2022 

TERM 4     VALUE: JOY 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

EVENTS 

We have a busy term ahead with the following events planned for parents to attend: 

Thursday 10th March, 9am, Year 4 Sharing Assembly in the hall. 

Friday 11th March 8.40-9.15am, all classrooms open for parents to visit.  Please come and see the work 

on display, and look at your child’s books with your child in advance of Parents’ Evening appointments. 

Monday 14th/Tuesday 15th/Wednesday 16th March (different depending on classes), Parents’ Evening 

appointments.  We are going to keep these as virtual.  Please sign up for a slot on Parentmail. 

Tuesday 22nd March, Storytelling Festival—children are welcome to dress up as a character from a book, 

if they would like to.  We are in the process of confirming arrangements for this day, and will let you know 

if there is an opportunity for you to come and watch your child’s class perform a story, or if these will       

instead be filmed and shared on Google Classroom. 

Thursday 7th April, Year 3 and 4 Performance of ‘Joseph’, 6pm in the school hall.  More information to 

follow. 

 

Year 1 Sharing Assembly 

Please note we have changed the date of this and it will now take place on Friday 1st April at 9am, the 

same day as the Year 1 ‘dress as a pirate’ day.  Apologies for any inconvenience caused with this date 

change.   

 

 

HOLIDAY CLUBS 

We will be running a Holiday Activity Club during the Easter holiday.  This will take place from Monday 

11th—Thursday 14th April. The club will run from 9am—3pm at a cost of £25 per child, per day.  All    

bookings must be made in the accounts section on Parentmail.  Payment by childcare vouchers accepted. 

The same club will run during the May half-term holiday from Monday 30th—Wednesday 1st June. 



 

Learning this week 

Reception came back to a new topic of Castles and we started by creating our own castle in the classroom! Our 

home corner is transformed with walls, thrones, a moat and even a drawbridge! The children are loving dressing up 

in role! We then listened to the story of The PaperBag Princess and created our own outfits, first from paper and 

then from our imaginations! Some of the princesses ended up with dresses made from leaves, metal, wood,       

rainbows and even chocolate brownies to name a few!  Our maths has been learning number bonds to 5 off by 

heart - we also found a nifty trick of playing 'switcheroo' using a coat hanger and some clothes pegs to create even 

more.  Phonics has been tricky as we learnt a new digraph - ay, may I play? However, the children can now spot, 

read and spell many -ay words - hurrah! 

In Year 1 we have been listening to a new story ‘The Pirate Girl’.  We wrote sentences to describe Captain            

Firebeard.  We also found out about a character from the story called Molly.  Katy pretended to be Molly and we 

asked her lots of questions.  Then we wrote questions we would like to ask Molly if she came into school.  In maths 

we have been practising our number bonds to 10 and fact families to 10.  We went to St Lawrence church this 

week, sang a song about God and found out about Ash Wednesday.  Revd Clare put some ash on her had in the 

shape of the cross.  Aaditri & Katy 

In Year 2 we spent some of this week practising for our sharing assembly.  In English we have started a new book, 

and we are really enjoying it. It is called ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ and there is a boat called the Endurance.  After     

listening to the story, we wrote about how the characters would have been feeling.  In maths we have been      

learning about money, putting coins in order and finding different amounts.  In PE we had a brilliant lesson because 

we did a Minecraft workout!  Melissa, Eva & Daisy 

In Year 3 we have been listening to a new story, ‘Stone Age Boy’.  We have been exploring different parts of the 

story and had to put the events in order.  In maths we have been learning our 8x table and revising our understand-

ing of timing, focusing on the 24-hour clock.  Because we had our sharing assembly on Thursday, we spent some 

time practising for this.  In PE with Mr Wells, we learnt about the history of basketball and what basketballs are 

made of before learning how to bounce the ball properly.  We even had a go at doing a basketball trick!  On     

Thursday we watched ‘Joseph’ ready for our end of term performance.   Dillon, Holly & Isaac 

In Year 4 we have been finding out about famous criminals from History, such as Dick Turpin and John Law.  We 

researched information on the IPads then used different materials to create a body shape outline and wrote all the 

facts we had found on the back.  We also made a presentation about a criminal, their crime and what their          

punishment was and presented this to the rest of the class.  In maths we have been revising fractions and learning 

new facts.  We have been exploring equivalent fractions. We really enjoyed making our own soap this week and we 

are continuing with our violin lessons.  On Thursday we watched ‘Joseph’ ready for our end of term performance.  

Isaac & Neo 

In Year 5 we have been exploring a new story, ‘Hidden Figures’.  This is about some African-American women who 

helped win the space race.  We also found out about NACA and NASA.  In English we looked at Macavity, The     

Mystery Cat by TS Eliot while in maths we have been learning about fractions and angles on a straight line. In     

computing we looked at databases and we also used atlases in Geography to find out about Brazil.  We are really 

looking forward to basketball and hockey in PE this term.  Zachary, Sammie & Lenny 

In Year 6 we have been doing ratios in maths, there are many different types of ways of using ratios (like in cooking 

or finding different groups of people, animals and food).  In English we have been learning and writing about       

William Shakespeare and his plays.  His date of birth is unknown but his date of baptism is on 26th April 1564.     

Baptism is usually 3 days after birth, so people have estimated that he was born on 23rd April.  In art we have been 

doing two point perspective.  We did a street view with five buildings and a corner.  We also made it smaller        

depending on how far away the building was.  Sam & Frank 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1  Vedant 

Aadvik 

Aaditri 

Katy 

Idris 

Year 2  Melissa 

Eddie K 

 

Year 3    

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

48 21 37 43 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: JOY 

This term we are exploring joy.  We will be thinking about what brings us joy, how this can be different 

for different people and how we can spread joy to others.  This week we found out what brings some of 

our school adults joy, and sang some joyful songs together. 

We also found out about Shrove Tuesday and Lent. 

Question to talk about as a family:    

What does joy feel like? 

What do you like doing that brings you joy? 



Junior Parkrun report – 27th Feb 

 

Before I start to report on last week’s parkrun, I would just like to congratulate 

the 9 runners who turned up the week before! What a day to make your debut, 

but the weather didn’t deter Charlotte and Holly from trying it out and it didn’t 

stop Edmund and Gilbert from getting a PB either! Well done you four! Evie, 

Ted, Roly, Oscar and Andrew all also deserve a mention for coming out and run-

ning too! 

So, to this week! At least the weather was better and we even had some        

glorious late winter sunshine! I was marshalling on post number 8 so was able 

to see the whole field clearly! And what a field of runners we had too! 10 out of 

64 runners were from Team North Hinksey and again, the younger year groups 

were the outstanding participants! Congratulations to Edmund and Glibert for 

yet another PB and to Andrea as well for hers! Lily completed her 11th run and 

now qualifies for her blue half marathon wristband. Dylan ran a superb parkrun 

and came home first out of all the North Hinksey runners – well done Dylan! 

Roly and Cleo looked very strong as they went past and Meg was enjoying a 

chatty run with friends! Jack appeared to have drunk some zoom-juice as he 

sped past me every time he saw me and Harriet ran the whole 2 km carrying 

her doll! Congratulations everyone! 

So….do you keep reading these reports and want to come along and give it a 

try? Parents – would you like your child to run off a bit of energy on a Sunday 

morning? If so, come along for 9am – we’re on the field next to the swimming 

pool – you can’t possibly miss us! Or check out the main website for all the      

information you could possibly need! https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-

juniors As always, we need volunteers and you can check out the rota on the 

website too! Will I see you there I wonder? 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors


COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Sustainable Botley is holding an afternoon session in the Seacourt Hall on March 12th to discuss the rising 

cost of energy, and to look at ways of reducing our consumption, and hence bills. For more information, 

and to register for the event, click here. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stay-warm-save-energy-practical-advice-on-saving-energy-tickets-273547236147


Why not join us for Messy 
Church this Saturday, 4-6pm at 
St. Peter and St. Paul, West 
Way 

  

Bible stories, crafts, games and 
fun for primary school aged   
children and their carers. 

  

Rev Clare 



Monday 7th March 
Orienteering event.  Parents of children in Years 5/6       

taking part have received information via Parentmail. 
 

Thursday 10th March Year 4 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 11th March Open Classrooms for parents 8.40-9.15am 

Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 15th March 
Boccia Tournament.  Parents/carers of children invited 

have been sent information on Parentmail 
 

Tuesday 15th March 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot  
 

Tuesday 22nd March 
Whole school storytelling festival. Children invited to 

dress up as a character from a book, if they would like to. 
 

Thursday 31st March Year 6 trip to Didcot Sewage Treatment Works 
During school 

day 

Friday 1st April Year 1 dress as a pirate day  

Friday 1st April Year 1 Sharing Assembly (parents invited to watch) 9am 

Tuesday 5th April 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot  
 

Thursday 7th April  
Year 3/4 Performance. Parents invited to watch. More in-

formation to follow. 
6pm 

Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

Friday 6th May 
Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly (parents invited to 

watch) 
9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

DATES 



Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May 
Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 

(parents invited to watch) 
9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


