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TERM 3     VALUE: HOPE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Message from Layla Moran  

We were delighted to receive this message from Layla Moran after she read our Ofsted report this week: 

As an ex-teacher, it is a joy to read North Hinksey pupils and parents describing their school as a kind   

community and that “pupils greet their friends with a cheerful smile and a welcoming wave” and that 

“everyone looks out for each other”. For me these truly the building blocks of real learning for life. Please 

do pass on my congratulations to all the staff, students and parents as I know just how much time, energy, 

thoughtfulness and care goes into achieving a ‘good’ school! 

With my very best wishes,  

Layla 

Layla Moran 

Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Oxford West & Abingdon  

 

Lunches 

Please check the lunch menu when ordering your child a school lunch to ensure your child will eat the 

food provided.  We understand that all children have different likes and dislikes and there may be some 

lunches they would prefer not to eat and a packed lunch would be more appropriate.  Thank you. 

 

Covid 

Thank you for your kindness and understanding during a couple of weeks of very high Covid cases in the 

school community.  It seems as though the number of cases in children are now steadily reducing and it 

has been great to be able to welcome children back into school after their period of isolation.  Please do 

continue to report any positive cases on Parentmail.  We do still have a quarter of staff currently off 

school and our focus is on keeping classes open.  There will be staff in the office from Monday. 

 

School Health Nurse Newsletter 

Please click here to read the latest newsletter from the School Health Nurse team. 

 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/primary_newsletter_term_3_feb_2022.pdf


 

Learning this week 

This week Reception celebrated Chinese New Year, made lanterns, and watched some dragon dancing. We 

learnt it is now the year of the tiger, and we checked our birth years and found out we are all monkeys and 

roosters! We welcomed Miss Dunn-Paterson into the class as a student from Brookes, specialising in     

phonics for this school experience. She will be with us every Wednesday and Thursday for several 

weeks.  Maths has been exciting too as we learnt how to add 2 and 3 by counting on instead of counting 

right from the start! We have been practising with towers of cubes, handfuls of objects and our dinosaur 

number tracks too. Phonics has been super tricky as we practise the ck digraph. Sometimes it is at the end 

of words like sock and lick, but sometimes it is in the middle of words like pocket and jacket. Very tricky in-

deed! We watched the story of Zog the dragon and following this we have completed some AMAZING 

writing about joining Zog at Dragon School and the things we would have to learn eg how to breathe fire, 

how to fly, how to fight knights and how to capture (or not!) princesses! What a busy week! 

In Year 1 we have been reading ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ and finding out about creating mood in our own 

writing.  In maths we have been using different symbols and comparing numbers.  We did acrobatics in the 

hall for PE!  In art we made our own shadows and tones and we thought about hope in RE about when God 

created the world.  In science we thought about all our different senses. We welcomed Miss Gibbins into 

the class as a student from Brookes.  She will be with us every Wednesday and Thursday for a few weeks. 

In Year 2 in English we have been writing about the story ‘Egg Drop’.  We also had to make something that 

would let an egg drop to the ground without breaking—that was really fun!  In maths we have been       

learning about different fractions.  We made a really, really long timeline in history this week.  It is so long 

we have had to peg it up across the classroom!  In PE we enjoyed listening to some music, drawing to show 

how it made us feel then moving to the music. 

In Year 3 we have been researching facts about Mary Anning and using these to write a biography about 

her.  We have to split the information into separate paragraphs.  In maths we have been practising our eight 

times tables and using the grid method for multiplication.  In science we have been learning about soil,     

including what humus is (humus soil, not the type you eat!).  In PE with Mr Wells we had fun playing mini 

hockey games.  Emily and Anjya. 

In Year 4 we have been reading ‘The Borrowers’ then planning and writing our own version.  In maths we 

have been dividing three digit numbers by one digit number and solving correspondence problems.  We are 

still really enjoying our weekly violins lesson.  As part of our design work, we have been using a bar of soap 

to carve our own Indus valley seal - this is quite tricky!  We have been learning about the artist Mohammed 

Ali Talpur and have been using Turtle Logo to create our own version of his artwork.  Betsy and Amelia. 

In Year 5 in English, we have been finding out about different types of poetry and learning about debates.  

In maths we have been continuing to practise our dividing skills and learning about angles and using a      

protractor.  In computing we have been researching information about space and creating our own Power-

Point slides with the information.  We are entering an art competition and have designed our own space 

logo to go on a rocket.  In PE we had a great time using the wall bars and ropes in the hall.  Isabelle and 

Charlotte. 

In Year 6 this week we have been learning about debating and how to write a balanced argument while 

practising our comprehension skills.  In maths we have been finding out about compound shapes and      

imperial measures.  In art we have been looking at the book ‘The Viewer’ and sketching an eye with great 

detail.  History has been a bit gross as we have learnt about the plague, smallpox and the black death!     

Cecilia, Torin and Tilly. 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1    

Year 2 Eddie K Daisy 

Eddie A 

Struan 

Sofia 

Olivia 

Year 3    

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

85 69 77 103 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE 

This week we had a think about hope in the story of Pandora’s Box and listened to a song of hope, ‘World 

in Union’. Year 3 visited St Lawrence Church. 

Question to talk about as a family: 

If you could create a box of hope, what would you put in it? 



Junior Parkrun Report – 30th January 2022 

 

Well, I wasn’t able to come to parkrun this week, but 11 of YOU managed it! 

Well done!  

Looking at the results I can see that we welcomed Andrea to her first run – I 

hope you LOVED it and will be back every week from now on!  

We can also celebrate 2 PBs for Evie and Anna, and a near PB for Gil (just 14 

seconds away!) – awesome running you three!  

Looking through the results, I see that Edgar managed to come back and ran his 

7th ever parkrun, and Edmund is getting into the Sunday morning habit by run-

ning his 4th. Keep it up boys! Also we do have some ‘old timers’ now – Jack ran 

his 16th; Ted his 29th; Roly was just 1 ahead on his 30th; Megan turned out for 

her 52nd and finally Oscar pipped everyone with his 73rd parkrun – truly won-

derful commitment from you all! 

Thank you to the adults for bringing your children – you are setting them up for 

a fantastic life-long love of running. 

So… adults – PLEASE can you spare 30 minutes on a Sunday morning to come 

and volunteer? Every week we are struggling at the last minute to fill the ros-

ter, and we are sometimes almost at the point of calling it off due to the lack of 

volunteers.  It would seem fair that for every 10 parkruns your child does, you 

try to give something back!  PLEASE TRY TO HELP- WE DO NEED YOU! 

If YOU want to come along and run, why not just turn up? Be there for 8.45am 
newbie chat, then join in the warm-up, before trotting, running, jogging, hop-
ping, galloping or walking around the field!  All the details are on the website 
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/ 
I was sorry to miss this week, but trust me, I’ll be there next Sunday for the first 

run of February – will I see you too? 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/


COMMUNITY INFORMATION 



Holiday Clubs 

Information about local holiday clubs, including for February half term, is available on the school website.  

Click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html




https://www.brookes.ac.uk/science-bazaar/ 

https://www.brookes.ac.uk/science-bazaar/




Tuesday 8th February 
Reception & Year 6 heights and weights (please see 

Parentmail sent on 18th January) 
 

Friday 11th February Reception sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th           

February 
No Club Energy clubs this week  

Tuesday 15th February 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot 
 

Thursday 17th February Planetarium dome in school for Y5 & Y6  

Thursday 17th February 
Vision screening for Reception children—more infor-

mation to follow 
 

Thursday 17th February Year 4 trip to Science Oxford  

Friday 18th February Year 4 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 18th February End of term Normal time 

Monday 28th February Start of Term 4  

Friday 4th March Year 2 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th March Swimming starts for Year 4 (5 weeks)  

Friday 11th March Year 1 sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 22nd March Whole school storytelling festival—parents invited 
During the 

afternoon 

Week beginning 4th April Year 3 and 4 performance TBC 

DATES 

mailto:senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk


Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

Friday 6th May Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


