NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 4TH DECEMBER
TERM 2

VALUE: THANKFULNESS
SCHOOL UPDATES

LUNCHES
Thank you for ensuring all lunches are ordered in advance on Parentmail. We do not take a lunch register
in classes in the morning so if there are any issues with children not having a school lunch because one
has not been ordered and a packed lunch not provided, we are not aware until lunchtime so please do
make sure you have ordered in advance.
COLLECTION FOR HOMELESS
Thank you for your donations. The last day to donate will be Thursday 10th December.

STAFFING UPDATE
We will be saying a sad farewell to Mrs Edmonds at the end of this term. Mrs Edmonds has been a
fantastic addition to the team looking after children with medical needs and ensuring the school remains
clean throughout the day and we will miss her greatly.
As you will be aware, we will also be saying goodbye to our wonderful teacher Mrs Colucci at the end of
this term. While Mrs Keyte will continue to teach the Year 4 class every morning, from January until
Easter, Mrs Miller will teach the class every afternoon. After the Easter holidays we are delighted to be
welcoming Mrs Kelly-Eldridge to the teaching team and she will share the teaching of the Year 4 class with
Mrs Keyte.

RSE POLICY
Thank you to the parents who have been in touch and offered feedback regarding the draft Relationships
Policy. If any other parents would like to provide feedback, please read the information below and follow
the links to the documents then email the office with any feedback. Thank you.
Your child’s school is required to consult with you when developing and renewing their policies on Relationships Education. These policies must be published online and be available to anybody free of charge.
You can express your opinion, and this will help your child’s school decide how and when to cover the content of the statutory guidance. It may also help them decide whether to teach additional non-statutory
content. Schools are required to ensure their teaching reflects the age and religious background of their
pupils. Click here to view the information leaflet, and click here to read the policy.

MUD AND PUDDLES!
In order to follow COVID restrictions of keeping classes separate from each other, we are using the outdoor spaces in all weathers, and most children will use the field each week. This week the field has been
extremely muddy and the playground very wet. Therefore children are likely to get wet and muddy
whenever they go outside. Wellies are the most appropriate footwear for all year groups and children
must have a warm, waterproof coat.

READING CHALLENGE
For information about a winter reading challenge from
The Reading Agency and local libraries, click here.

WELLBEING ADVENT CALENDAR
For a wellbeing advent calendar for children from Young Minds, click here.
For support with mental health at Christmas for adults from Mind, click here.

BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK
Bronze— Sienna (4), Andrew (4), Tabby (6), Conrad (6), Aiden (6)
Silver— Daisy (1), Emily (6), Daria (6), Isobel (1)
Gold—Finlay (6), Ameera (6)

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

For a parent guide for the online game ‘Among Us’, click here.
For a parent guide to Tik Tok, click here.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CLUB
Club Energy will be running a club in school on 21st, 22nd and 23rd December, 9am—3pm, £25 per day.
This will be fully refunded if it is not able to run due to COVID restrictions. You can book a place now on
Parentmail.

LEARNING THIS WEEK
Reception have been learning how to complete missing numbers in number bonds to 5 with the help of
Naughty Nick the Number Nicker! They can all read 'was' now as their new red word. Reception have been
very excited about their Animal Dressing Up day today!
Year 1 has been busy learning about instructions, fact families,
the weather in South Africa and harmful vs non-harmful
funghi. We are still dancing too!

This week Year 2 have been learning a new method for multiplication that is more efficient and have been
practising counting in 3s. In English they have been learning to use a comma in a list and have started to
write their own versions How to Catch a Star. They’ve made sure to use full stops, capital letters and some
really exciting verbs and adjectives. In topic this week we were lucky enough to have two different virtual
visitors! Eliza and William’s Granny and Grandpa have taught us all about their experience of the 1960s
and we were shocked to learn you had to jump onto the back of buses! Sammy’s mum taught us all about
why advent is special to Christians and the different ways Christians prepare during advent. All of Year 2
says a big thank you to our visitors for sharing their time and knowledge with us. We have also made our
new World Cup trophy designs come to life in clay this week.
This week, Year 3 have written their fantastic non-fiction reports detailing the journey of a river from
source to mouth. In maths, we have started our new topic on multiplication and division and have been
exploring different methods that can help us. In geography, we have continued to investigate the features
of river and have been working in groups to create our own made-up rivers with all the features!

This week Year 4 have been busy creating beasts and story boxes to create our own myths. We have described the
setting and character using 'with' and have planned our stories. In maths, we have been practising the grid method
for multiplication and have learnt a new way to divide called chunking. We are also exploring how 1000 can be
divided equally. At the beginning of the week Year 4 really enjoyed a virtual Q & A event from the British RAF
museum. Well done to the children who have enjoyed being mini teachers this week, teaching the rest of the class
about Christmas trees either from around the world or in Victorian times. We had; poetry, quizzes, adverts, using
map skills and comic writing. Also, we would like to thank Mr Brown (Dylan's and Jake's grandad) who answered a
variety of questions on advent and Christmas through the aid of technology.
Year 5 have been doing some excellent home learning. In English, we have planned our stories all about South
African tribes, focusing on using a variety of descriptive techniques and attempting to include an embedded clause.
In maths, we have mastered our factors and also learnt about square and cube numbers. We have learnt about the
natural resources of South Africa, practiced cross-hatching in the style of some of the oldest art in the world,
considered why equality and diversity is vital to everyday life and even played some homemade footgolf!
This week in Year 6, we have been learning how to use design criteria to form a plan for our perfect break times and
lunch times. Having to take into account different opinions, we then had to present to a special guest who made a
decision on whose design to choose. Using these plans, Year 6 wrote persuasive letters to convince their special
guest to buy them specific equipment to use outside. In maths, we have been learning how to use short division to
divide numbers with a decimal remainder answer, we have also been practising our reasoning and problem solving
skills each morning. We have been practising our 7, 8, 9 and 10 times table, we have been improving a lot this week!
In art, we have been finishing our half face portraits, where we had a picture of half of our face and had to complete
the other half. We then used these skills to draw a whole portrait of our face. In reading, we have begun to immerse
ourselves in a new story “The Golden Carp”, the class have enjoyed making links between different stories making
interesting and strange predictions! During our lunchtimes and breaktimes, we have enjoyed playing ‘capture the
flag’ together and have found our lunchtimes to be more enjoyable when we play as a class. When outside for P.E,
we’ve been taking part in a ‘Sportshall’ competition, setting benchmark scores last week, in a range of sports skills,
before striving to beat them this week! Some of us also discovered the importance of listening to Mr Waldock when
he tells us about how slippery the field can be! When back inside, we’ve been decorating our classroom to make it
feel more festive, discovering the importance of small things to make us feel more jolly and make us smile.
And finally, this week we have been writing this piece for the newsletter.

CHRISTMAS HAS ARRIVED!

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Well done to Emily (year 2) for completing her
first ballet exam last weekend. She passed with a
merit grade.

Well done to Daria (Year 6) for taking her
Grade 3 piano exam this week.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

WELFARE SUPPORT ASSISTANT (TEMPORARY)
We are looking for a welfare support assistant to join our team from 4th January 2021 until
31st August 2021 to work 9.30am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday (exact hours negotiable for
the right candidate), term-time only. The role involves providing medical support for children, cleaning, and administering first aid. This is initially a temporary position until 31st
August 2021.
Previous experience of supporting people with specific health care needs would be helpful
for this role, however enthusiasm, a positive, caring attitude and willingness to work as
part of a team is more important than experience. Relevant training will be provided.
We offer a strong, well-established team who enjoy supporting each other, both with dayto-day teaching and personal well-being. Our friendly school is full of delightful children
and set in pleasant surroundings. We are proud to be an Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust
academy school, which offers opportunities for training, career development and the
chance to work closely with partnership schools across Oxfordshire, and beyond. For more
information about ODST, please visit www.odst.org.uk.
For further information about the role, contact the School Business Manager, Miss Laura
Clift sbm@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk (01865) 248626.
Salary is Grade 3, Spinal Point 2 (£18,198), term-time only (actual salary for 25 hours per
week, £10,309.68 pa). A job description, person specification and application form is available on the school website www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk.
Closing date for applications: Thursday 17th December 2020, 12 noon
Interviews: TBC
Email applications to be sent to sbm@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk
North Hinksey C E Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. All post holders in regulated activity are subject to appropriate
vetting procedures and a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Enhanced check.

DATES
Wednesday 9th December

Full Governing Body meeting

7pm

Friday 11th December

Closing date for entries for the Lockdown Reading
Challenge

Thursday 17th December

Christmas lunch & Christmas jumper day

Friday 18th December

End of Term 2

Tuesday 5th January

Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an
INSET day)

Friday 12th February

End of Term 3

Monday 22nd February

Start of Term 4

W/b 8th March

Parents’ evenings

TBC

W/b 22nd March

SEN review meetings

TBC

Wednesday 31st March

End of Term 4

1pm

Monday 19th April

Start of Term 5

Monday 3rd May

Bank Holiday

W/b 10th May

Year 6 SATs

Friday 28th May

End of Term 5

Tuesday 8th June

Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET
day)

W/b 28th June

SEN review meetings

TBC

Wednesday 21st July

End of Term 6

1pm

12.50, 1.00,
1.10

Normal time

Normal time

Usual pick up

3.00pm

3.10pm

3.20pm

Friday 18th December pick up

12.50pm

1.00pm

1.10pm

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

