NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 3RD DECEMBER 2021
TERM 2

VALUE: GOOD TO BE ME

SCHOOL INFORMATION
CHRISTIMAS CARDS
If children would like to bring Christmas cards into school they are very welcome to do so. There is a post
box outside the office door each morning for cards to be delivered to. Please make sure the year group
of the child the card is for is on the front of the envelope.
COVID
Cases in primary age children are rising rapidly both nationally and locally. We appreciate you accessing a
PCR test if your child has symptoms. We know some parents/carers are choosing to use a lateral flow
test for their child at home. Please note this information from the NHS regarding the different tests:
There are different tests you can get to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19). The test you need
depends on why you're getting tested.
The 2 main tests are:
PCR tests – mainly for people with symptoms, they're sent to a lab to be checked
Rapid lateral flow tests – only for people who do not have symptoms
Please do not rely on a lateral flow test result if your child has symptoms. You need to book a PCR test
and keep us informed of the result. Thank you.
HOMEWORK
We would appreciate it if you could complete the questionnaire on Parentmail regarding homework.
HOLIDAY CLUB
Club Energy are running a holiday club in school on Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd
December. 9am—3pm, £25 per child per day. Children will need a packed lunch and comfortable
clothing with suitable outdoor shoes. Bookings must be made through Parentmail in the account section
and childcare vouchers are accepted.
ENERGY KIDZ
We understand Energy Kidz have had to cancel the after school club next week. We do understand the
inconvenience and frustration this causes. We have continued to support Energy Kidz with one member
of our school staff in every after school club session, when we are able to, with the aim of keeping as
many sessions running as possible. This is not a long term option and we understand Energy Kidz are
renewing efforts to employ permanent members of staff to consistently staff the clubs.

Christmas Events
We are looking forward to continuing to celebrate Christmas in school.

Santa Fun Run—Monday 13th December
We can’t want to take part in our santa fun run! Each class will have a time slot when we will all have a
gentle jog around the school/on the field. All the schools in the West Oxford Schools Partnership are also
taking part in the fun run at the same time as us. On this day, children are welcome to wear a Christmas
jumper/accessory/outfit, if they would like to, as well as a pair of trainers. All the WOSP schools are
suggesting parents might like to donate to Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day to support this
event. We have our own donation page set up for this. Click here for a link.
Celebrations
We know how exciting it is for children to be able to share Christmas celebrations with parents. We are
therefore provisionally planning to invite parents to the following events at the end of this term. As we
continue to monitor national, local and school Covid rates, while following the most advice from Public
Health England and the Local Authority, we will confirm nearer to the end of term if we are definitely able
to invite parents in and other measures we will have in place such as limiting numbers, social distancing
and the wearing of a face covering.

Reception

Christmas Celebration

School hall

Tuesday 14th December

2.30pm

Years 1 & 2

Christmas Celebration for School hall
Year 1 parent(s) to attend

Tuesday 14th December

9.15am

Years 1 & 2

Christmas Celebration for School hall
Year 2 parent(s) to attend

Thursday 16th December

9.15am

Years 3, 4, 5 & Christmas Service
6

St Peter & St Friday 17th December
Paul Church

10.15am

Cake Sale—Wednesday 15th December
The Home School Association would like to spread some festive cheer, as well as encouraging parents to
take on the committee roles (see further on for more information). A cake sale will take place on
Wednesday 15th December after school. Each class will have its own stall spaced out on the playground.
Please save the date, and look out for more information soon.

OUR VISION

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through
developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.
OUR VALUES
The school values are faith, hope and love. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love. Corinthians 13:13
VALUE OF THE TERM: GOOD TO BE ME
In collective worship this week we have learnt about Advent and Hannukah. In KS2 collective worship we
looked at this picture and thought about what it might be showing. We also talked about how we can
shine our light and share joy by collecting items for local people who are homeless (please see next page
for more information).
Question to talk about as a family:
What do you think this picture is showing?
How can you spread joy at Christmas time?

Help for Homeless

At this time of year we think about those in our community who may need a little extra
support. We are working again with Riki who lives locally and delivers donations to those
people locally who are homeless. If your family would like to make up a Christmas pack
containing the following items and leave outside the office by 3.15pm on Monday 13th
December we will ensure the packs are taken to Riki ready for delivery:
Plastic bag containing sweets, socks, gloves, toiletries (wet wiples/lip balm etc). The packs
should mainly be aimed at men.
Riki also regularly hands out the following items, and these would therefore also be welcomed:
Men's boxer shorts, sizes M and L (mostly M), pref. dark colour
Men's gloves (Decathlon sells a light fleece pair for £2.99, though heavier would be better)
Warm men's socks
Men's deodorant
Wet wipes (pref. biodegradable)
Small torch (Decathlon sells a £2.99 bike light which works really well)
Sweets
Crisps
Rice pudding
Custard
Peanut butter
Fish (mackerel, sardines, tuna)
Tinned meat (ham, corned beef, hot dogs)

Any secondhand backpacks, warm boots and warm jackets would also be much appreciated.

Learning this week

In Reception we have been learning a new sound ‘y’. We were finding where an ‘and’ goes in a number
sentence. Mary and Joseph came to church with us. Sophie & Edmund
In Year 1 we have been practising our subtraction and learning about fact families. In English we all made
or painted a setting to go with our story ‘I can catch a monster.’ Then we wrote a caption to describe the
picture and some of us started to brainstorm ideas for our own stories. In PE we practised our ball skills
and we did batting and fielding in cricket. One day we brought in our toys from home and learnt about
them then watched a film about toys. Aaditri & Katy
In Year 2 we have been learning about reasons why you might live in a certain place. In our story ‘King of
the sky’, the pigeon flies home and we have been writing directions to help him get there. In maths we
have been using number lines for addition and subtraction and this helps us to solve word problems. We
have really enjoyed designing eco-friendly houses and making houses out of cardboard boxes. Kirill,
Eddie, Alice, Cerys & Rufus
In Year 3 we read the letter Marcus Rashford wrote to the Government and now we are writing letters to
Marcus Rashford. In maths we have been practising our subtraction using a number line. In art we have
been enjoying finding out about an artist/architect, Friedensreich Hundertwasse. He likes to design
colourful buildings with no straight line and creates very colourful paintings! Noah & Clark
In Year 4 we have been researching celtic and roman meals. In English we have been using possessive
pronouns and in maths we have been focusing on our 9 x table. In French we have learnt about French
speaking countries. We are really enjoying our violin lessons and now play songs together as a whole
class. Natasha & Junior
In Year 5 in English we have been learning about the past present tense, the present perfect tense and
the future perfect tense. Also in poetry we have written a poem about forks and spoons using stanzas,
alliteration, rhymes and rhythms. In art we have been learning about Viking longships and we have made
a clay mould of the head of a longship. In RE we have been reading passages from the Bible and discussing what they mean. Qasim. In maths we have been learning factors and multiples. On Thursday we
learnt about imperial units. In science we learnt about drag and we pulled cars on the playground, water
and grass to see how much force we need to use. We learnt about direct types of discrimination like
racism and how this can really hurt people’s feelings. In history we learnt about Alfred the Great. One
fact is that Alfred the Great is still the only king to have the name with ‘Great’. Jake
This week in Year 6 we have been researching Mary Anning using videos and printed texts. We made crib
sheets so that it was easier to write our biographies. We learnt the body percussion to the sea shanty
‘wellerman’. Maxwell quoted, ‘It was very funny but difficult’. After music we learnt about global trade
which includes primary, secondary and tertiary. In maths we have been finding percentages of an
amount (we learnt two different methods). We also learnt how to tell the time in French. When we
wrote our May Anning biographies, Elsie claimed, ‘It has taken a long time but we knew it would be good
at the end’. We did art and made Christmas cards to give to the elderly at a retirement home. Matthew
N’s was exceptionally good and Mrs Bowers quoted, ‘That is pretty...jolly...awesome’. We started poetry
for church all about our value: hope. We also did some stained glass window art. Maia & Iris

We had a wonderful
Christmas lunch!

Thank you Mrs Dallimore
and Miss Cain.

ACHIEVEMENTS
BOOKSHELVES

Bronze

Silver

Lily

Ish

Year 1

Gold

Aadvik
Vedant
Year 2

Wilf

Tom

Olivia

159

164

174

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
HOUSE POINTS TOTALS

168

Well done to Neo for taking his
Grade 2 piano exam.

Well done to Mr Waldock for completing the Eynsham
10k race last Sunday. He achieved a new personal best
by over a minute, 42.06!

Right now, the school doesn’t have an active HSA (Home School Association aka PTA!) after the previous committee
stood down after 3 years at the helm. The pandemic brought things to a rather abrupt end but the school is ready
to get this ship back afloat.

Pre-COVID, the HSA organised regular cake sales and MUFTI days as well as a Christmas Bazaar, May Fayre annual
quiz night, film showings for the kids and other fundraising activities.
We are sure that there will be somebody out there who can’t stand to see the HSA and all the things it does for the
school disappear. That same somebody will have a friend who will want to do something too and they’ll have a
friend who feels the same way and so it will (or could) go on.
For those of you that are new to North Hinksey, or just need a refresher, here’s a handy recap of the Committee
Roles:

Chair
(This role can be shared to make it less daunting! We had 3 co-chairs and were able to divvy up responsibilities…
many hands make light work.)
Liaises with school to find out what the fundraising target should be
Calls meetings to prepare for fundraising events
Chairs those meetings
Delegates tasks to Committee members and other volunteers
Prepares for the AGM by calling the meeting and writing the report
Can be a signatory to the bank account along with at least one other Committee member
Treasurer
Keeps up to date and accurate financial records
Presents financial updates as required
Manages the bank account and holds the cheque book
Arranges any changes to signatories on the bank account
Ensures best practice for counting and banking money after events are followed
Will almost definitely be a signatory on the account
Makes approved payments to school, other organisations and to refund expenses
Prepares Annual Treasurer’s Report for the AGM and arranges an independent examination of the accounts
Completes the Charity Commission annual return

Secretary
Invites people to meetings
Takes minutes at the meetings and circulates them after the event
Identifies outstanding items from last meeting
Can assist the Chair in writing the report for the AGM
Can prepare all external communication to the families at the school and other organisations

NB. A Committee only actually needs 2 members – a Chair and a Treasurer. It can however also have Ordinary
Members who do not have specific roles but do have voting powers.
Alongside the Committee, you ideally have a pool of willing volunteers. We were incredibly fortunate to have a
crack team of HSA Helpers, and we’re sure they are still out there.
The Class Reps could fall into this category or could be Ordinary members of the Committee.
The Class Reps should be asked to remind their classes of upcoming fundraising events, encourage them to become involved either during the preparation or on the day by coming along to meetings or taking their turn to
contribute on the day.
Fundraising events
These have traditionally been:- The Christmas Bazaar, a quiz in March, May Fayre, School Disco and the Summer
Picnic.
It doesn’t have to be this way though and there are lots of ideas on the PTA website for alternate ideas which
may involve less work but still be enjoyable for families and raise the money needed to get the things the school
needs.
If you have any questions about taking on a committee role, the outgoing members would be more than happy
to have a chat. You can contact us on oxfordhsa@gmail.com or find us at pick up!

Chairs
Rachael Monks (Matthew y6, Lucy y4 and Amy reception)
Eloise Goodhand (Evelyn y5, Beatrix y3 and Morgan y1)
Sarah Moran (Caden y6 and Callum y4)

Treasurer
Liz Pattison (Tilly y6 and Zander y2)

Secretary
Susie Billings (Lenny y5, Betsy y4 and Ruby reception)

Would you love an awesome advent calendar for your child that doesn't include chocolate or sweets? Would you prefer one that’s UBER fun, educational, mental-health
boosting and helps them get active every day?
If so, this FREE active advent calendar is perfect for you and your family.

https://imoves.com/active-advent-calendar-2021

DATES

Monday 6th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

Monday 13th December

Deadline for entries for the winter reading challenge

7pm

W/c Monday 13th December No Club Energy after school clubs this week

Monday 13th December

Santa Fun Run in school, at same time as other schools in
the West Oxford Schools Partnership. Christmas jumper/
accessory/outfit welcome to be worn by children!

Monday 13th December

Final date for items for the homeless

Tuesday 14th December

SEN Drop Ins

Tuesday 14th December

Year 1 & 2 Christmas Celebration (Year 1 parents)

9.15am

Tuesday 14th December

Reception Christmas Celebration

2.30pm

Wednesday 15th December

HSA Cake Sake

After School

Thursday 16th December

Year 1 & 2 Christmas Celebration (Year 2 parents)

9.15am

Friday 17th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service in St Peter & St Paul

10.15am

Friday 17th December

End of term (packed lunches offered instead of hot lunch
1pm
today, to be ordered in advance on Parentmail)

Monday 3rd January

Bank holiday.

Tuesday 4th January

INSET day. School closed to children.

Wednesday 5th January

Start of term for all children.

