
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  30TH APRIL 2021 

TERM 5     VALUE: FORGIVENESS 

 SCHOOL UPDATES 

PARENTS EVENINGS 

Thank you for signing up to a slot for parents evenings.  Please click on the link sent out on Parentmail at 

the time of your appointment.  Children will bring home a form today with information about their       

progress, in preparation for your appointment. 

 

NHS NATIONAL CHILDHOOD MEASURING PROGRAMME 

This is taking place on Wednesday 5th May during the school day for children in Reception and Year 6. 

 

PE KITS 

Thank you for sending children to school wearing their normal school cardigan/jumper/hoodie on PE days.  

 

CYCLE TRAINING 

Bikeability cycle training will be taking place at school for the current Year 4 and 5 classes, 18th – 21st    

October 2021.  Children will bring home a paper form at the beginning of next week, the consent part of 

which must be completed and returned to school by Friday 14th May.  The forms can be left in the box 

outside the office.  Please note that if the form is not returned to school Friday 14th May, your child will 

not be able to take part in Bikeability in October. 

 

SCHOOL CONTACT 

Please note the only number to contact the school on is 01865 248626.  Please ensure you check any 

saved numbers to ensure you are using the one to contact the school.  Thank you. 

 

COVID TESTING 

Please click here to read the letter from Oxfordshire County Council sent out early this week on Parent-

mail regarding COVID testing.  Please note that if anyone has symptoms of COVID-19, they must still      

access a PCR test, even if they have a negative lateral flow test result, as explained in this letter.  If your 

child has symptoms of COVID-19 please do not send them to school but access a PCR test and inform us 

using the absence section of Parentmail or by emailing the office. 

 

BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 3rd May is Bank Holiday and school is therefore closed.  Have a lovely day! 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/2021-04-26_lfd_letter_to_parents_and_carers_.pdf


Bookshelves Achievements 

Bronze—Olivia (1) 

LEARNING THIS WEEK 

In Reception we have been incredibly busy this week! In maths, learning number bonds to 10 has been 

fun as we use the class dinosaurs to help us as well as our personal calculators. We show 10 fingers, fold 

down some and can then tell you how many more to make 10.  In phonics we have practised the 'igh' tri-

graph - yes, 3 letters, 1 sound - tricky! We watched naughty Geraldine the Giraffe as she found 'igh' ob-

jects around her house, and have been reading and writing 'igh' words too. Mrs Strange is on a mission to 

help us read the tricky Red words and this 

week introduced 'said' and 'are'.  We didn't 

get to Forest school this week but instead, 

the classroom has been invaded by clay   

dinosaurs! There are stegosauruses, T-rexes, 

triceratops and apatosauruses galore all 

over the cupboards and we just need to 

leave them to dry before painting them next 

week. As an extra, on Thursday afternoons 

Mrs Brett is teaching the class how to May-

pole dance and the children are loving it!  

 

 

In Year 1, we have started exploring a new story called 'Pirate Girl' and used it as a stimulus for our      

opinions on stories, discussing the important parts of the story, writing characters thoughts and              

interviewing characters.  Our maths focus has been counting in 2s, 5s, 10s.  Not just knowing the chant 

forwards and backwards but also counting actual things and solving problems.  In science we have 

thought about what different parts of our body allow us to do, Mrs Orchard and I enjoyed 'using your 

back for hula hooping', 'your hands for defending yourself' and 'head for spinning on'!  Thank you to Mrs 

Miller for starting up outdoor learning with us, on Thursdays we will be exploring our Pirate topic through 

our creative side as well as enjoying nature related learning.  

 

In Year 2 this week we have been learning all about tricky fractions and have been able to practically find 

fractions of objects. We learnt the new vocabulary denominator and numerator and what each number in 

the fraction means. We were proud we could understand 2/3 and 3/4. In English we have practised using 

the conjunctions so and when. We also have created our own beasts ready for writing our stories next 

week. In the afternoons, we have been learning about algorithms and debugging. We had to pretend to 

be computers and our partners tried out the algorithms they'd written on us. We also have been            

exploring the geography of the coast and can now name some key features and explain how they are 

formed. 



This week, Year 3 have been recapping different methods for addition and subtraction, including partition-

ing, number lines and column. We have also been exploring the relationship between addition and        

subtraction and thinking about how we can apply this knowledge to solve missing number problems. In 

English, we have been using our persuasion skills to write letters to Professor Gadget of The Guild of       

Geniuses, explaining why our 'green' machines are worthy of winning the medal. We have been thinking 

about the language of persuasion and how we can use positive and appealing language to make our 

'green'     machines seem the best. In science, we have been investigating whether all forces need to have 

contact and whether or not the size of a magnet affects how powerful it is. In DT, we have been thinking 

about movement and have built a working axle and chassis. In computing, we had great fun designing an 

algorithm to help robot Miss Hatley make a jam sandwich.  

 

Year 4 have had another lovely week! We have been making books of letters based on James and the 

Giant Peach and the text Dear Mother Goose. They children have been trying to use 'although' in their 

writing with commas. In maths, the children have been finding missing lengths in tricky shapes and         

calculating the perimeter as well as drawing our own compound shapes. We continue to practise out 

times tables every day. We are enjoying reading James and the Giant Peach. In the afternoons, we have 

been practising our fielding strategies in rounders, about miracles in RE, made greenhouses in DT (thank 

you for bringing in all the plastic!), in science we started an experiment looking at teeth decay and in    

computing we completed lots of research! We have had a busy week!  

 

In Year 5, we had a very exciting delivery of a mystery box. Inside were some mystery objects from the 

past, some we were able to recognise, some were a little more unique. We enjoyed asking questions 

about the objects, as well as doing some pastel drawings and more research into the history of the         

objects. We wrote stories about out mystery objects, using personification and embedded clauses to     

improve our description. Maths has been focused on revising our percentages and beginning to add and 

subtract decimals.  

 

In Year 6, in English we have been writing instruction manuals about the ‘Inventor 3000’ (a machine that 

Mr Waldock introduced us to last week). Making sure to include all of our knowledge (including using lists 

and modal verbs!) we have worked hard to write clear and concise description. This week in maths we 

have been recapping converting between fractions, decimals and percentages and also learned to con-

struct 2d shapes using a protractor. In guided reading, we have been learning about the ‘Last Bear’ which 

is a story about a young girl who goes to the arctic circle with her father. In art, we have been creating    

interesting stamp designs for the ‘Royal Mail Heroes’ stamp competition that will be judged by the Queen. 

We have also been learning about different types of relationships and what makes a healthy and             

unhealthy relationship. Throughout the week we have been creating exercise plans for different groups of 

people depending on their strengths and things they find hard. At the end of the day we have been              

listening to an audio book called ‘Can you see me.’ It is a book about an 11 year old girl, called Tali, who 

has autism, who is nervous about going to secondary school and her future. 



Wellbeing Support 

For ideas from a local company, Clear Sky, about supporting your child’s emotional wellbeing, click here. 

 

Autism Family Support 

For information about a course for parents ‘Autism and behaviours we find challenging’ click here. 

https://www.clear-sky.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ParentsPlayKit.pdf
http://www.afso.org.uk/cb-2021/


 Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun 

 

WE’RE BACK!  

We woke up to a beautifully sunny, but chilly windy Sunday up at Harcourt this 

week. 97 runners arrived, ready to stretch their legs for the first time in 13 

months! The course was a little different  - we ran it backwards (not physically 

backwards – that’d be silly, just the other way round the course!) 

26 registered runners were from North Hinksey School and I was so proud to be 

the tailwalker, watching your enthusiasm as you trotted round the field! We 

had some amazing successes too! Congratulations Samuel for finishing 1st out 

of everyone!  

A HUGE WELCOME to our first-timers: Romelo, Rosie, Arthur, Reuben, Caelan, 

Tom, Katy, Ish and Lily!  For the old-timers, there was a glut of pbs – well done 

Andrew, Lotta, Oscar, George, Cleo, Isobel, Eva, Anna, Eliza and Melissa, and 

Seb for equalling his pb – WOW! 

Other well dones to Dylan for running his 64th parkrun; Megan -  only 9 sec-

onds off her pb; Maia – running her 18th at Harcourt; William -  running his 

11th at Harcourt; Margot – running her 25th parkrun. I saw Oliver too, but I 

think you forgot your barcode as you’re not in the results! Apologies to anyone 

else I have missed out. 

It was so brilliant to be back and I can’t wait for next Sunday now so if you did-

n’t manage to make it last week, or fancy giving it a go for the very first time, 

just turn up at Brookes Sports Centre on Sunday for 9am – you can always look 

for me (Mrs Claxton) if you are worried you won’t know anyone! Just go to 

www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors for more details. If you do come 

along, print out your barcode and you’ll get a time for your run. It really is great 

fun! Now, I wonder which tail to wear next week…… 



Did you know that Botley Bridges 

now have our own You Tube chan-

nel? - you can re-watch previous sto-

ry and singing videos, craft ses-

sions, cookery sessions and lots 

more - join and give us a like  

 

https://www.youtube.com/.../

UCHjwlOjuuUSV89ruHB1.../featured 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjwlOjuuUSV89ruHB1p5JA/featured?fbclid=IwAR1-DsMbMv7ds-DodYjqsDt4BTF3aBPlOS_BCsDRsu_JMTrnAl6s0cGaiTo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjwlOjuuUSV89ruHB1p5JA/featured?fbclid=IwAR1-DsMbMv7ds-DodYjqsDt4BTF3aBPlOS_BCsDRsu_JMTrnAl6s0cGaiTo




DATES 

W/C 3rd May Parents’ Evenings (virtual)  

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 4th May 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 5th May NHS Heights and Measures—Reception & Year 6  

Friday 14th May 
Deadline for Year 4 and Year 5 bikeability consent forms 
to be returned. 

 

W/C 17th May 
Review meetings for parents of children on the SEN      
register 

TBC 

Wednesday 19th May Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm 

Tuesday 25th May Class group photos  

Friday 28th May End of Term 5 Normal time 

Tuesday 8th June 
Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET 
day) 

 

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th 
June 

Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days  TBC 

Tuesday 15th June 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

W/b 28th June SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 7th July Matthew Arnold Transition Day  TBC 

Tuesday 20th July 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

