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VALUE: FRIENDSHIP
SCHOOL UPDATES

RECEPTION OUTDOOR AREA
You may have noticed the Reception outdoor area has had a transformation recently. Over the summer
holidays a new surface, fencing and pathway to pre-school was completed. We have also been able to
purchase new resources for use outside, including a playhouse and storage shed. A very big thank you to
Mr Claxton who has spent weekends at school putting together the playhouse and shed. We are grateful
to the North Hinksey Trust Fund for the generous donation of £25,000 for this project.

REMOTE LEARNING PLAN FOR COVID-19
We have been working to create a plan for home learning for children self-isolating and in the event of a
wider closure of classes in school. The only time we would close a whole class would be if we had
confirmation of one or more positive COVID-19 cases for a member of staff or child, and were advised to
close after communicating with the Department for Education and local public health teams. We have
already been communicating with parents/carers of children at home waiting for test results to ensure
learning is accessible during the short time they are away from school via the school website which is
updated weekly with links for each class to learning activities related to learning taking place in school.
In the case of a whole class closure, Years 1 to 6 will use Google Classrooms and Reception will have
activities updated on the school website. For more information, please click here to see the full policy.
Please note this policy is pending approval by the Governing Body at the next Full Governing Body
meeting on 7th October. Home learning is only provided for children away from school because they are
self-isolating due to COVID-19, not those that are off school due to other illnesses.
PRIVACY NOTICES
We have updated privacy notices for parents/carers and pupils. Please click here to view the notice for
parents/carers, and click here to view the notice for pupils.

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

Applications for entry to secondary school in September 2021 through Oxfordshire County Council are
now open. The closing date for applications is 31st October 2020. Please click here for more information.

RECEPTION SEPTEMBER 2021 APPLICATIONS
Applications for entry into Reception classes in September 2021 through Oxfordshire County Council open
on 3rd November 2020. The closing date for applications is 15th January 2021. Please click here for more
information. If you have a child starting school in September 2021, and are considering applying to North
Hinksey, please click here to see the page on our website with information about joining the school.

STAFFING
We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Colucci when we break up for Christmas in December as she has made
the decision to retire. Mrs Colucci is a wonderful member of our school team, full of enthusiasm and
always looking for exciting opportunities for children to take part in. She has been a strong leader and
advocate for sports and RE in school and everybody has benefitted from her expertise and positive
attitude. We will be very sad when Mrs Colucci leaves but also grateful she will be with us for the rest of
this term and next term. We will keep you updated about teaching arrangements for Year 4 from January
2021.

SAFETY

While we work hard to keep children safe at school with additional hand washing, additional cleaning,
rotas for break and lunch, and cleaning of equipment while maintaining high quality learning activities in
every class, we would really appreciate the support of parents and carers when accessing and leaving the
school site. We understand how congested the pavements outside of school are at drop-off and pick-up
times and we really do appreciate families maintaining social distancing and moving away swiftly from the
school gates when leaving school. There is clearly an increase in families walking and cycling to school
and this does help with traffic issues outside of school. If you are driving to school, please support our
school community to keep everyone safe by parking legally and safely. We particularly urge you not to
use the entrance to the slip road to perform a U-turn. There have been a number of near-misses recently
and it is disheartening to hear from parents that they are no longer allowing children to cycle to school as
they feel it is unsafe due to cars obstructing pavements, parking in a way to reduce visibility and using the
slip road entrance to turn round in.
We would also like to remind you that dogs are not permitted on the school site and, to aid the flow of
people and ease congestion, please do not tie your dog up to the school gates or railings. It is your
responsibility to keep your dog under control at al times.
In this challenging time, it is vital we all work together as a strong school community to support each
other and keep everybody safe.

LEARNING THIS WEEK

This week the Reception classroom has been invaded with flying saucers! They have helped us with our
phonics though as we have learnt to sound, read and write s c and o! In maths, we have been flying
around the universe in a rocket, getting on and off at different planets, counting how many astronauts are
left in the rocket! We have also counted all the way to 40! Wow!

Year 1 have started their new English topic of non-fiction posters, finding out about different posters and
identifying features of non-fiction posters. In maths they have been learning to count animal legs (!) as
well as counting on through using a number track, objects or in their head, understanding that all these
different strategies are good to use in maths. In science they have been finding about amphibians and
fish as well as adult and baby animals.

Year 2 have been creating their own picture books based on the story of Little Red Riding Hood. They
have also been learning lots of facts about the different continents and oceans of the world. In maths
they have been using different strategies to partition numbers.

Year 3 have been learning about place value in maths, including comparing and ordering numbers up to
1000. In English they have been finding out about key features of non-fiction texts while carrying out
research using both non-fiction books and the Internet (including how to use the internet safely). They
have also enjoyed finding out about bones of the body in science.

Year 4 have been writing some amazing explorer stories in English. In maths they have been placing
numbers up to 10,000 on a number line. In their Egyptian topic work they have been creating their own
Canopic jars while in Science they have been creating their own electric circuits.

Year 5 have been drafting a biography about Katherine Johnson and her work for NASA and tackling
segregation in America during the 20th century. In maths, they have investigated negative numbers,
practised counting in powers of 10 and learnt their dates of birth in Roman Numerals. In their topic, they
have learnt about the equator and the tropics, created a power point about Valentina Tereshkova and
created line graphs for shadow investigation.

Year 6 have been learning how to classify animals and learnt about discontinuous and continuous
variation in species of animals. The have been investigating the features of a diary, discussing how to
show characters’ feelings and emotions and deepening their understanding of how a diary differs from a
third-person story.

HARVEST
Usually at this time of year we would be celebrating Harvest Festival at St Peter & St Paul Church and
taking food items to place near the altar during the service for distribution through a local charity.
Although we are not able to attend church this year, we would still like to support the local community.
Mrs Colucci has therefore kindly offered to collect any of the following items donated by families and
take them to the local Food for Charities organisation who will then distribute them to people
experiencing homelessness. There will be boxes at the front of school on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th
October for any donations you would like to make. The items will be quarantined for 72 hours before
being delivered to Food for Charities. Please only donate items that are on the following list. Thank you.














Hearty soup or stew (preferably with a pull ring)
Tinned sardines or mackerel
Tinned meat (corned beef, spam) with pull rings
Chocolate-flavoured breakfast cereal
Tinned fruit
Individually-wrapped sweets of any size
Soft drinks
Deodorant
Reusable masks
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
New men's undies, sizes M, L and XL
Warm socks (don't have to be new)
Homemade biscuits or brownies are also always very gratefully received

BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK
BRONZE— Alex (Year 6), Hudson (Year 6), Lucan (Year 6) and Lucy (Year 2)

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Well done to Struan for receiving a badge and
certificate for completing the Doodle Maths
Summer Challenge over the holidays.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

HALF-TERM CLUB
Club Energy will be running a club in school Monday 26th—Friday 30th October, 9am –3pm, £25 per day.
Bookings are available on Parentmail. Club Energy will work with the school to complete a robust risk
assessment, as they did to run the successful summer club.

DYSPRAXIA NEWSLETTER
To read the September Oxford Dyspraxia Group newsletter, click here.

COVID-19 APP
For information about the NHS COVID-19 APP, click here.

For information about the Oxford Science and Ideas Festival (1st—31st October), click here.

To access the Matthew Arnold Open Evening, click here.

For information about Cokethorpe School Open Day, click here.

PERFORM
Here at Perform, we are delighted to be back after a 6 month absence. We have put a lot of
work into establishing a covid-secure environment for our after-school and weekend classes and are following government guidelines for Out of School Services.
We are offering all children an introductory free class which can be booked at this link https://www.perform.org.uk/free-drama-class. Parents can also watch a video about our
safety measures at perform.org.uk/covidsafety
We'd also be delighted to offer any of your children a £40 discount should they decide to
sign up. Thank you so much and if you have any questions do get in touch.
With best wishes,
Sarah Beale
PERFORM4ALL COORDINATOR
Email: sarahbeale@perform.org.uk
Tel. 0207 255 9134

DATES
W/B 12th October

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational
Needs Register. These will be held virtually instead of
onsite. More information to follow.

Monday 12th October

Boxes for donations for Food for Charities at front of
school

Tuesday 13th October

Boxes for donations for Food for Charities at front of
school

Friday 23rd October

End of Term 1

Monday 2nd November

Start of Term 2

Friday 18th December

End of Term 2

Tuesday 5th January

Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an
INSET day)

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

TBC

Normal time

1pm (may be
staggered TBC)

