
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 2ND JULY 2021 

TERM 6     VALUE: TRUTHFULNESS 

 

SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

 

SPORTS EVENTS 

As noted in the newsletter last week, we have organised an internal sports day for next week for each 

class to take part.  Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will take part during their normal PE session with Mr 

Wells.  For children in Years 1 and 2, this will take place on Friday 9th July and therefore children in Year 1 

need to wear their PE kit to school on that day.  We are aware that Year 2 also have their Roald Dahl on 

this day and will make sure they are safe in their outfits to take part in the PE session! 

 

 

TRANSITION MORNING 

We had planned to have our in-school transition mornings on Wednesday 7th July.  Unfortunately, due to 

the rising COVID cases in schools, these will now not be taking place.  Children will instead watch a video 

from their new teacher, introducing themselves and explaining what their next class will be like.  The only 

exception will be our new teacher, Mrs Burrows, will be spending some time with Year 3. We are disap-

pointed these can not take place as normal, but the safety of staff and children must come first.   

 

For Year 6 who were due to visit Matthew Arnold on Wednesday 7th July, a reminder that this transition 

visit is now cancelled and you should receive information directly from Matthew Arnold regarding          

accessing a virtual transition. 

 

 

BOOKSHELVES 

Gold—Olivia (1), Ameera (6) 

 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception have become much more independent in Forest School and took time this week to negotiate 

turn-taking on both of the swings, making sure everyone had a go. Back in the class we are focussing on 

properties of numbers, working out which is the larger number. This is easy with some numbers, but a bit 

harder when comparing teens numbers and Mrs Claxton does like to try to trick us! We are also carrying 

on with adding by putting the biggest number first, so it really helps if we can identify which one that is! 

In phonics we are learning -air that's not fair this week and we watched the ever-naughty Geraldine the 

Giraffe finding air words in her house. We read Supertato by Sue Hendra and pretended to be one of the 

characters before writing what we might say in a speech bubble. It was amazing how many of the class 

identified with The Evil Pea and not Supertato though! We have also finished creating our superhero 

cuffs, looking forward to making our superhero pants next week!  

 

Year one, has continued learning about coins in maths and are doing a great job of exchanging coins 

and making totals.  In English, we have written question and answer poetry and tomorrow we hope to 

work in pairs to write our senses led poem.  Music was fun as we started to learn about the Royal Albert 

Hall and orchestral music, focusing on the flute. In art, the green plates now have hand printed black spi-

ders on them but there is more to come...  Thursday was our last outdoor learning session; we went as a 

whole group and with no agenda.  There was a lot of insect and animal spotting, the pregnant frog got a 

large audience! 

 

Year 2 have had a fantastic week and particularly wanted to let everyone know how much they en-

joyed their visit to Harcourt Arboretum! ‘I saw my my mum because she works there!’ Roli.  ‘The pea-

cocks had their feathers up and it was really beautiful,’ Hayley.  ‘It was really fun and it was very green 

and we saw some trees that are from America.’  Sammy.  Year 2 have also continued to take part in their 

weekly ‘Wellbeing for Music’ sessions with the Oxfordshire Music Service and we are very impressed with 

how well they whole class have been listening and joining in.   

 

This week, Year 3 have been writing mystery stories in English. They have been focusing on using a mix-

ture of beautiful description and short, sharp sentences to add tension. In maths, Year 3 have been learn-

ing about capacity and volume. They have practically investigated how container sizes can affect both 

volume and capacity and completed some fantastic problem solving around these ideas. In art, the chil-

dren have been creating beautiful clay sculptures of animals, which they have also painted. They have 

worked incredibly hard to include lots of small details and to make sure their sculptures are strong. In ge-

ography, they have drawn maps of the field, using their compass skills to make sure their drawings are 

accurate. Finally, the children have been learning about different forms of seed dispersal in science and 

can sort different plants by these different methods. 



This week, Year 4 have been ‘applying’ for positions to work as a volunteer in the Olympics. Their             

applications have been very compelling; they have prepared speeches in written form, concentrating on all 

aspects of excellent writing and working on their interview techniques. We are looking forward to the final 

performances. In terms of excellent writing, we have been using subordinate and embedded clauses,     

fantastic punctuation, rhetorical questions and quotations. In Maths, we have been learning about the ar-

ea of rectilinear shapes, creating our own shapes, solving puzzles and remembering to add the correct 

units of area (cm2/ m2). We have continued to practice Times Tables Rockstars and hope you are seeing 

our wonderful progress at home. In Science, we have been continuing to learn about the digestive system 

and the scientific name for all of the different organs, for example the duodenum and ileum. We created 

our own digestive systems during an Active 10 session, organising ourselves in groups and explaining the 

functions of the different parts. Please find more information on clips we watched in class here. In French, 

we have been revising conversational skills as well as days of the week, months of the year, numbers and 

animals. In Music we are starting to learn how to use our bodies to make music, focusing on rhythm and 

pulse. In PSHE, we have talked a lot about personal identity and created beautiful acrostic poems that    

display our different identities. In Geography we have continued comparing London with Toyko and this 

week we watched two children (aged 9) describe what it is like to live in both cities. The clip we watched 

can be found here. In DT, we are planning our food fair for next week. We have chosen the recipes and 

have given our shopping list! On Monday, we will be cooking and sharing our foods. Any practice of      

chopping and stirring safely would be appreciated over the weekend.   

 

In Year 5 this week, we have been writing our Olympic identity auto-biographies, focusing on using the 

subordinate clause to add extra information, using modal verbs to express certainty and pouring emotion 

into our writing to engage the reader. In maths, we have revised our knowledge of angles and begun to 

use protractors to calculate angles accurately. This was quite tricky but we are sure with extra practice that 

we will be successful. In PSHE, we explored the emotional changes that we experience during puberty and 

wrote responses to some difficult scenarios that children found themselves in around their emotions. We 

explained why they might be feeling this way, that it is perfectly understandable and also suggested strate-

gies to support them. On Monday, we practiced adding loops into music using body percussion and        

listened closely to some dance music, considering the dynamics and structure of the song. Our computing 

project for the next few weeks involves creating a maze-like game using scratch, guiding a crab round a 

maze collecting coins. Last week, we were lucky enough to be joined by Premier Sports where we          

practised a range of athletics including discus, hurdles and long jump!  

 

 

This week in Year 6 we have been practising our letter writing. Thinking about our audience and content 

and creating the content by ourselves as well, we made sure to focus on the language that would be most 

appropriate to the reader. Later in the week we began to think about environmental issues in preparation 

for an important persuasive letter that we're writing next week. In maths we have been learning about 

shapes, ratio and algebra! In the afternoons we learned about how to create accurate algorithms and have 

been preparing a secret project that we can't tell you about yet! 



Cumnor Minors FC U9 (year 4) is looking for players and especially a goal keeper 

for the new season starting in September. 

We are a friendly team, and all players get a chance on pitch at every match. 

Training Thursday evenings, matches Saturday mornings. 

Cumnor is near Abingdon and West Oxford. 

Very welcome to come along to training to see if you like it - please contact Marni 

on 07828 292 943  ⚽ 

FOOTBALL CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Well done to Innes, Wyatt, Sam and Otto from Year 5, along with the rest of their teammates from     
Cumnor Minors Blues, for winning a silver trophy in the Abingdon U10s tournament at the weekend! 

WRITING COMPETITION 

For information about a young sports writer of the year competition, click here. 

Henry is very proud of his football trophy.  Well 

done Henry! 

tel:+447828292943
https://www.footballschool.co/young-sportswriter-2021/


For more information and to sign-up, click here. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/events/oxfordshire-intermediate-orchestra-launch-workshop


W/C Monday 5th July Sports Day events   

Monday 12th July Premier Games sessions for Years 3 & 4—Archery  

Tuesday 13th July 
Premier Games sessions for Reception, Year 1 & Year 2—
ball games 

 

Friday 9th July Year 2 Roald Dahl Day  

W/b 22th July Final week for all clubs  

Friday 16th July Reports sent home  

Tuesday 20th July 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 21st July Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (TBC) TBC 

Wednesday 21st July 

End of Term 6 

Usual pick up               End of term pick up 

3.00pm                           12.50pm 

3.10pm                          1.00pm 

3.20pm                          1.10pm 

 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

DATES 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

