NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 27TH SEPTEMBER 2019
TERM 1 VALUE: GENEROSITY

OTTER LEARNING FOCUS: OURSELVES

CURRICULUM
SPORTS
Travel to Tokyo
We have been trying to fill in a poster of stickers for the 2020 Olympics. You can get them by spending
enough money in Aldi. We have filled 96 of the spaces and have 200 to go. We have one month to do it.
Thank you for your support, and keep it up! By Theo.

MUSIC AND DANCE
On Monday 23rd September, it was the first day of Melody Monday. Melody Monday is when Year 6 play
music on the playground at lunch time. The first song was requested by Mrs Orchard: ‘September’ by
Earth Wind and Fire.
‘It was brilliant! I loved seeing all the children dancing to my song.’ Mrs Orchard
Everyone danced to the music, even the Reception children came to join us.

By Charley and Pip (Y6).

MATHS—KEY STAGE TWO TIMES TABLES

Thank you to the teachers and pupils in KS2 who have thrown themselves in to practising our tables daily
on Times Table Rock Stars! We are enjoying tables to 'Toto', 'Queen' and the Kinks!! Currently, doing
school tables, the following children are fastest:
Year 3- Andrew
Year 4- Maia
Year 5- Ameera
Year 6- Jemimah
Thank you to all the parents and carers who have encouraged your children to practise at home.
IT REALLY DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Currently, using times recorded at home, the fastest children in school are:
Ameera and Alejandro (Year 5)
Henry, Hong Duc, Eve and Nico (Year 6)
Well done everyone! Being able to do your tables to 12 x 12 in less than 3 seconds is what we are aiming
for!
Artsmark—Year 3
This year we are working towards an Artsmark award with support from the Oxford Cultural Education
Partnership. For this, Year 3 are taking part in storytelling sessions relating to journeys and migration. So
far the class have had a visit from Amantha Edmead, an experienced storyteller, who introduced African
and Caribbean storytelling, and a visit from an Elder from the African-Caribbean community who shared
her story of a journey of migration to the UK and Oxford. The class will now work on creating their own
stories and a group song then work with other schools in Oxford to create a chorus to sing together.
While children are developing their music and storytelling skills they will also be finding out about
migration and different cultures. On 16th January Year 3 will take part in a showcase of the work at the
Oxford Playhouse with children from other schools in Oxford also taking part in the project. More
information about this will be sent to parents nearer the time.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
School Lunches—Thursday 3rd October
Thursday 3rd October is our school census day. The more children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 that
have school lunches on this day, the more funding the school receives! The lunch will be hot dogs, veggie
hot dogs or sweet potato and quorn curry followed by chocolate cracknel.
Information from the School Lunch Company
The School Lunch Company is committed to improving the nutritional content of dessert recipes and this
is an area that we are particularly focusing on with product development. We are particularly looking into
reducing sugar and fat content without compromising on flavour.

We already introduce fruit into as many desserts as we can in order to achieve three 50% fruit-based
desserts per week. Where natural fruit is added, processed sugar content of recipes is reduced. Recipes
that may sound unhealthy are usually made with as much fruit as we can, for example our Chocolate
Brownie is made with dates and a small amount of cocoa powder, fruit crumbles are 50% fruit, yogurt
and fruit desserts are lower in fat and sugar, sponges are made with added oranges, apples and
raspberries. In order to increase fibre we also encourage the use of wholemeal flour where possible to
appropriate recipes.
Nut Free School
Please note that due to a number of children with nut allergies, we are a completely nut free school. This
includes cereal bars that contain nuts, peanut butter and Nutella.
Prayer Group
A group of parents meet in school every Friday at 9am to say prayers together. All parents are very
welcome. Please come to the office after drop off time.
Forest School Maintenance Day
To ensure our Forest School site remains in a good condition, we hold regular maintenance days. The
next one will take place on Saturday 5th October 10.00am –12.30pm. Any help is much appreciated and
parents are welcome to come at any time, for as long as possible. Work includes cutting back bushes and
small tree branches.
School Development Plan

Each year we have a School Development Plan focusing on areas for development. The key points of the
plan for 2019-20 are available on our school website by clicking here.
Free School Meals
Some children in our school are eligible for free school meals. Every child who is eligible for pupil
premium not only gets free school meals but, due to additional funding the school receives, we also offer
support towards payment of trips, residentials and clubs. For the criteria for the pupil premium, and
information about how to apply, please see the page on our school website by clicking here.

Harvest Festival
On Wednesday 2nd October the whole school will be taking part in Harvest Festival at St Peter & Paul
Church, Botley at 10.45am. It would be much appreciated if children could bring in one item of nonperishable food (tins, packets, jars, pasta, rice, coffee, chocolate, sweets, biscuits, cereals) or toiletries
that will be donated to the Food Bank. They will need to carry it to church with them as we are all
walking so younger children may also need a plastic bag for their item. Families are very welcome to walk
to and from church with us and to join the service. Please arrive at school for 10.00am if you can walk
with us.
Road Safety
We have been informed of some near misses for families using the crossing on Westminster Way. Please
make sure children stop and wait until it is safe to cross.
We understand how difficult it is travelling by car and parking outside of school. Many of the cars parked
outside of school belong to people who work elsewhere and who are taking advantage of the
unrestricted parking to leave their cars there all day. We have worked hard as a school to reduce the
amount of staff cars being parked on the road and encourage families to do their best to leave the car at
home. If you are driving to school, please make sure you drive and park safely, and legally, without
upsetting any of our neighbours. Please do not use the school driveway to turn around in as families are
waiting there before the gates open and accessing breakfast club. We have an agreement with The
Fishes for families to park at pick-up time and with Our Lady of the Rosary at the bottom of Yarnells Hill at
drop-off and pick-up time.
We have received information about a consultation regarding proposed parking restrictions along North
Hinksey Lane including double yellow lines and restricted waiting times which will severely reduce the
ability for cars to park during the school day. For more information, and to respond, please use this link:
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/NorthHinkseyLaneParking/consultationHome
SEN Parent Support Group
Dear parents and carers,
We started a SEN Parents Support Group towards the end of last school year and have continued meeting
this year every week on Friday at 1.45pm at The Fishes. It is open to all, whether your child/children have
any kind of diagnosis or not and is on the school's SEN register or not or indeed if your professional/
personal experience is relevant and you don't have a child with SEN.
We aim to meet regularly to support each other, help our children as best we can, share tips and
experiences and discuss adequate provision in the challenging funding environment we all have to face.
Our next meeting is on Friday 27 September at 1.45 in the Fishes Pub. We aim to meet every week.
If you are interested, please get in touch either with me or other parents listed below: I am Laura
Wetherall, Sam and Chloe's Mum in Year 4 and 6. You can either email lauraawetherall@gmail.com or
text/WhatsApp 07837 606366.
We have created a WhatsApp group, please say if you are happy to be added.
Other parents you can talk to on the playground are: Tess (Bruno and Samuel Y2&Y4), Fran, (Mia Y3),
Karen (Matthew N. Y4), and Harminder (Jude Y4), Alex (Arianna Y4), Emma (Bella Y6) and Aloise (Celeste
Y4).
Dads are more than welcome to join even if it's just to follow the conversation on WhatsApp, meeting
times will change depending on availabilities.
Best wishes, Laura

HSA Dates
Please note change of dates for the cake sales in the dates section below.
A reminder that the HSA will be holding an open meeting tonight (Friday) at the Fishes. Join us from 7.30
pm to help us plan for 2019/20 and start thinking about the C word (yes, Christmas Bazaar plans are
afoot...).
Free drinks for turning up! Or if you can't join us but have any brilliant ideas you'd like to share, drop us a
line on oxfordhsa@gmail.com.
Hope to see you there,
Team HSA

Support for children
Some parents have been asked about what support we have in place for children, in addition to support
for children with special educational needs. Children need support at different times, for different
reasons, and we have a range of effective weekly individual and group support in place led by our staff
including:


Pets As Therapy (Cesc the dog visits to hear children read)



Cooking Therapy group



1:1 time to talk through worries and concerns



Social support groups—playing games, developing resilience and anger management



Small group and 1:1 support to develop skills in phonics, reading, writing and maths

We also access external support for children and training for staff including:


Trauma and attachment training



Locality and Community Support Service



ARCH volunteer reader



‘Acting Out’ at Pegasus Theatre for one child each year



School Nurse Team training and advice (click here for information)



One Eighty support and engagement training and workshops for children (click here for information)



NSPCC ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ workshops and assemblies for children (click here for information)

If you have any concerns regarding your child and think school could support, or would like us to signpost
support you can access yourself, please make an appointment with your child’s class teacher or Mrs
Pearce by contacting the school office.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Join us for

Theme: MESSY HARVEST
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER,
4.00pm to 6.00pm at St Peter & St Paul, Botley
Celebrating through crafts, story, singing, food, games and fun.
Contact revclare@btinternet.com.
www.osneybenefice.org.uk

Term 1
Friday 27th September

HSA planning meeting at The Fishes. All wel- From 7.30pm
come.

Some parents have been invited in for a
with the class teacher to discuss issues
Week beginning 30th September meeting
identified around learning or settling into
school.
Monday 30th September

Cross Country Tournament—information has Collection from Matthew Arbeen sent on parentmail for children invited.
nold at 5.00pm

Tuesday 1st October

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Wednesday 2nd October

Whole School Harvest Festival at St Peter & St 10.45am
Paul Church. All families welcome.

Thursday 3rd October

Matthew Arnold Open Evening

5.00—8.00pm

Saturday 5th October

Forest School Maintenance Day

10.00am—12.30pm

Tuesday 8th October

Matthew Arnold Open Morning

9.00—11.30am

Tuesday 8th October

Year 1 trip to Harcourt Arboretum

During school day

Wednesday 9th October

Oxford Chamber Music Festival trip for Year 6.

Leaving school 12.45pm and
returning at 4.00pm

Monday 14th October

Rugby tournament—more details to follow

Week beginning 14th October

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Tuesday 15th October

Flu vaccinations—more information to follow

Thursday 17th October

Online Safety Information event for parents at TBC
Matthew Arnold School

Tuesday 22nd October

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Thursday 24th October

Badminton competition—more details to follow

Friday 25th October

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 25th October

HSA Cake Sale—Year 6

Monday 28th October—Friday
1st November

Half Term—school closed
Term 2

Tuesday 5th November

Rugby competition—more details to follow

After school

Thursday 7th November

HSA Film Night

After school

Friday 8th November

Year 4 sharing assembly

9.00am

Monday 11th November

Years 3 to 6, Remembrance Service at St Law- 10.30am
rence War Graves—parents welcome

Monday 11th November

Clubs start and run for 5 weeks

Monday 25th—Friday 29th November

Year 6 residential in Aberdovey

Week beginning 2nd December

Parents’ Evenings

Friday 6th December

Year 6 sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 6th December

HSA Christmas Bazaar

TBC

Thursday 12th December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance
Children to return to school at 5.00pm

1.30pm & 5.30pm

Thursday 12th December

Oxfordshire School Dance Festival 2019 at The new
Theatre. This will be for children in Year 6 who want Times TBC
to take part

Friday 13th December

HSA Cake Sale—Reception

Monday 16th December

Reception Crib Service at St Lawrence—families 2.00pm
welcome

Thursday 19th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service at St Peter & St 10.15am
Paul—families welcome

Thursday 19th December

Term ends at 1pm

Friday 20th December—Friday
3rd January

Christmas holidays—school closed

After school

1pm

Term 3
Thursday 16th January

Year 3 showcase at Oxford Playhouse

TBC

Friday 17th January

Year 5 sharing assembly

9.00am

Wednesday 22nd January

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Friday 24th January

Year 3 sharing assembly

Week beginning 27th January

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Friday 31st January

Year1 sharing assembly

9.00am

9.00am

Monday 3rd February

Girls’ Football Festival—more details to follow

Thursday 6th February

Athletics Tournament—more details to follow

Friday 7th February

Year 2 sharing assembly

Week beginning 10th February

Some parents will be invited in for a meeting
with the class teacher to discuss issues identified around learning or behaviour.

Tuesday 11th February

HSA Quiz Night for parents

TBC

Friday 14th February

Reception sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 14th February

HSA Cake Sale—Year 5

After school

Friday 14th February

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Monday 17th February—Friday
21st February

Half term—school closed

9.00am

Term 4
Monday 2nd March

Netball tournament—more details to follow

Wednesday 4th March

Hockey tournament—more details to follow

Week beginning 9th March

HAS Mothers’ Day
(purchasing of a gift)

event

for

children During school day

Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th Year 5 residential at Magdalen Farm
March
Week beginning 23rd March

Parents’ Evenings

Monday 23rd March

Swimming Gala—more details to follow

Friday 27th March

HSA Cake Sale—Year 4

After school

Friday 3rd April

Term ends at 1pm

1pm

Monday 6th April—Friday 17th
April

Easter holidays—school closed
Term 5

Tuesday 21st April

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 24th April

HSA Cake Sale—Year 3

After school

Wednesday 29th April

HSA Film Night

TBC

Thursday 30th April

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Tuesday 5th May

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 8th May

Bank Holiday—school closed

Week beginning 11th May

Year 6 SATs

Saturday 16th May

HSA May Fayre

Friday 22nd May

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 22nd May

HSA Cake Sale—Year 2

TBC

After school

Monday 25th May—Friday 29th Half term—school closed
May
Term 6
Monday 1st June

INSET—school closed

Week beginning Monday 8th
June

Sports Week—more information to follow

Wednesday 10th June

Sports Festival (sports day) - more information
to follow

Friday 12th June

HSA school discos

Week beginning 22nd June

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Thursday 25th June

Year 2 and Year 3 overnight camp on school
field

Wednesday 1st July

Transition morning—children spend the morning with their next teacher

Friday 10th July

HSA Cake Sale—Year 1

After school

Friday 17th July

End of term 1pm

1pm

TBC

