
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  27TH NOVEMBER 

TERM 2      VALUE: THANKFULNESS 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

We would like to decorate the entrance to school to celebrate Christmas and will be making a display of 

baubles on the green fences.  We would be really appreciative if each child could bring in one bauble from 

home and leave it in the box outside the office so we can use it for the decoration.  Please note that we 

would like to use these baubles in future years so will not be able to return it to you! 

 

END OF TERM 

We finish term after lunch on Friday 18th December.  To facilitate the staggered pick-up times please pick 

up your child at the following times on this day: 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

Reception would like to say a massive THANK YOU for all the new toys! We LOVE them! We had some 

new puzzles and jigsaws as well as Duplo and are really enjoying playing with them. THANK YOU! 

 

MEDICATIONS/PRODUCTS 

If your child is bringing into school any form of medication or personal product, e.g. hand cream or throat 

sweets, please ensure you request a parental agreement form from the office to cover the medication or 

product that is being used in school. 

 

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT 

It has been brought to our attention there has been inappropriate content shared/trending online on Tik 

Tok  this week. Please visit the NSPCC website for parent support and advice surrounding such matters. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-content/ 

Usual pick up 3.00pm 3.10pm 3.20pm 

Friday 18th December pick up 12.50pm 1.00pm 1.10pm 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-content/


LEARNING THIS WEEK 

 

Reception had their first visit to Forest School this week! They had to find treasure! Mrs Claxton           

challenged them to find 3 natural things of different colours and they were very creative in their search-

ing!   In maths we are practising writing number sentences and are beginning to learn our number bonds 

to 5. We have learnt 2 new sounds in phonics as well - f and qu - and have been writing about 'fat pets' 

and 'big frogs'! Reception are finally coming to the end of their Jungle topic and now have an amazing   

animal brigade on the walls, all decorated in different styles. 

This week in Year 1 we have been writing acrostic poems in English, connected to Jack and the Dancing 

Trees.  In maths, we have continued to work on whole-part models with a problem solving and reasoning 

bias.  In geography, we have learnt about the four countries of the UK and accepted that sometimes 

things are confusing e.g. country vs county, Ireland vs island!  Plus, we have created weather reports for 

'tomorrow' in the UK.  Science has involved identifying and learning about evergreen and deciduous 

trees.  Importantly, we also talked about appropriate touch which helped us determine what is good vs 

bad touch and how we need to respect each other physically as well as verbally. 

This week, Year 2 have been learning about division through grouping in different way in maths.  In      

English we have been developing our understanding of questions, including how to write appropriate 

questions in sentences as well as finding out about adding suffixes to root words.  We have really enjoyed 

continuing our topic work about 1960s with a focus on the 1966 World Cup final and are finishing the 

week designing our own world cup trophies. 

This week, Year 3 have been exploring the features of non-fiction reports and learning about different 

types of fronted adverbials. In maths, we have been thinking about column subtraction and using amazing 

problem-solving skills to find missing numbers and investigate mathematical functions. In the afternoons, 

we have been using atlases in geography to identify the countries of the world. We have also been        

historical detectives, delving into primary and secondary sources. 

Year 4 have had a busy week. We have immersed ourselves in Theseus and the Minotaur. We have       

described the minotaur, his labyrinth and used adverbs during the fight scene. We have written our      

stories trying to show these skills. We are now starting to plan our own stories. In maths we have been 

revising our multiplication and division skills (such as using a number line) and have started learning the 

grid method to multiply. At playtime, year 4 have gone skipping crazy and lots of children have learnt this 

week under the teaching of their classmates. Well done the skipping team!  They have also started to    

research when Christmas traditions began and how traditions are different around the world.  In science 

they have been learning all about change of matter. During this week's investigation they made              

predictions and used their observational skills to describe the changes of 2 different coloured ice cubes to 

water. 

In Year 5 In English, we have been considering a variety of descriptive techniques to use in our South    

Africa stories. We practiced using chunking and understanding remainders in context in maths. We have 

continued making our websites in computing and did some work on the forces involved in a lever in      

science.   



BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

Bronze— Sofia (1), Amelia (3), Isla (3) 

Silver— Henry L (3) 

Gold—Meg (3) 

It's been a busy week in Year 6 as we've been continuing our learning on biographies. Having learned 

about the importance of formality and tone, we edited a biography written about Mary Anning before 

writing a biography about our future selves and the life we wish to have. We have also been learning 

about the passive and active voice and how it changes the perspective of an event and the people in-

volved in it. In maths we have begun to learn about decimal numbers, adding and subtracting numbers 

with up to 3 decimal places, as well as learning how to multiply decimal numbers by a single digit or tens 

numbers. Having finished the third story in our book 'Blackberry Blue' in guided reading, we had a class 

discussion about the ending and though our story didn't end happy ever after (which we liked), we didn't 

feel the ending was satisfactory! In the afternoons we've been thinking about expectations that we have 

of people around us. We began the week discussing the expectations of those who lived 2,000 years ago 

had of a 'Messiah' who had come to save them and the differing reactions they had to the news of Jesus' 

birth. We then brought our conversations more locally and discussed situations where we believed our 

involvement might be helpful or even sometimes make something worse. This ended with some learning 

around the impact of our comments on others and how even the small, seemingly innocuous things we 

might say can make others feel. 



Christmas Holiday Club 

Club Energy will be running a club in school on 21st, 22nd and 23rd December, 9am—3pm, £25 per day.  

This will be fully refunded if it is not able to run due to COVID restrictions.  You can book a place now on 

Parentmail. 

Mental Wellness 
For a series of talks called ‘Mental Wellness’ by Oxford University Experimental Psychology Department, 
please click here.   
 
This also includes a whole channel dedicated to children’s mental health.  Click here to access this chan-
nel. 

FOOD FOR CHARITIES 

A reminder that we will be collecting items from 1st December to support Food for Charities.  If you 

would like to help in any way you can either make up a decorated box (could be a shoebox) or send in any 

of the items below and we will make up some boxes at school. 

 

 New men's boxer shorts (mostly sizes M and L, with a couple of S and XXL) 

 Deodorant 

 Lip balm or vaseline 

 Wet wipes (pref. biodegradable) 

 Something homemade/personal (e.g. card, brownies, scarf if children still knit nowadays) 

1-2 treats (e.g. chocolate orange) 

 

A few of the parcels could contain: 

 New women's undies (M, L, XL) 

 Nice shower/pampering stuff  

 Wet wipes 

 Something homemade/personal 

 1-2 treats 

The parcels would need to be labelled e.g. 'M medium' or 'W large', so we can match the parcel to the size 

and gender of the receiver. ' 

Street Tag 

Well done if you are part of the team collecting points through the Street Tag app.  We are currently in 

4th position for our area with a total of over 700,000 points!  There are now two posters with the same 

QR code on the school gates and you can scan one of these daily to earn even more points. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMfAfjAWEyuOBtviJSn1o9YbBnEHTDHh1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMfAfjAWEyuOiUxluWP5gn87dmsSDZGcz


Wellbeing 

With sports clubs closed and leisure centres shut, some of us are missing our exercise which could affect 

our wellbeing. Perhaps after months of going for walks, you are bored of the ones you know.  

Have you tried some new routes? 

https://www.komoot.com/guide/1726829/hiking-around-north-hinksey 

Have you tried geocaching? 

https://www.geocaching.com/play 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/what-is-geocaching-outdoor-adventure-for-kids 

Have you tried a treasure trail? 

These cost about £10 and take you on a walking tour while looking for clues. There are several in Oxford.  

https://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/trails-search/Oxford,Oxfordshire,England 

Do you miss PE with Joe? 

Joe does a short work out called Five Minute Move which is aimed at children. There are several online and 

you can repeat any you like. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuxu3sLztrvWFehzv-LnR2c 

What about Just dance? 

Just dance is great fun for learning a routine to a song and it is very tiring by the end! 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=just+dance+kids 

Do you want to be on Strictly? 

Oti Mabuse from Strictly did dance routines during Lockdown 1 to some amazing tunes. They are about 30 

minutes! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mosetsanagape 

What about skipping? 

Year 4 have loved skipping these last couple of weeks. Once children can skip, they have a full body work 

out. Then they can start doing tricks! 

Have you tried using an outdoor fit trail? 

Oxford has quite a few! This might make a new twist on going to the park! 

https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20278/sports_and_physical_activities/630/fit_trails 

What about hoola hooping? 

This is a whole body workout once you can nail the technique! 

 

For some helpful information about managing your wellbeing as a parent, click here. 

https://www.komoot.com/guide/1726829/hiking-around-north-hinksey
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/what-is-geocaching-outdoor-adventure-for-kids
https://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/trails-search/Oxford,Oxfordshire,England
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBuxu3sLztrvWFehzv-LnR2c
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=just+dance+kids
https://www.youtube.com/user/mosetsanagape
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20278/sports_and_physical_activities/630/fit_trails
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrmhscw


Well done to Andrew and Samuel for completing the permanent orienteering course at Shotover 

Country Park.  They did this over a course of three visits during both Lockdowns 1 & 2 - about 3 

hours orienteering in total! 

Well done to Neo for taking his Piano 

Grade 1 exam and for working so hard 

towards it. 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

For information about a Christmas Rugby Camp, click here. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/oysca_oxford_youth_strength___conditioning_academy__1_.pdf


DATES 

W/b 30th November 
Some parents will receive an invitation for an additional 
teacher/parent meeting 

TBC 

Wednesday 2nd December Resources Governors Committee meeting 2pm 

Friday 4th December Reception dress-up day  

Wednesday 9th December Full Governing Body meeting 7pm 

Friday 11th December 
Closing date for entries for the Lockdown Reading       
Challenge 

 

Thursday 17th December Christmas lunch & Christmas jumper day  

Friday 18th December End of Term 2 
12.50, 1.00, 
1.10 

Tuesday 5th January 
Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an 
INSET day) 

 

Friday 12th February End of Term 3 Normal time 

Monday 22nd February Start of Term 4  

W/b 8th March Parents’ evenings TBC 

W/b 22nd March SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 31st March End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 19th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday  

W/b 10th May Year 6 SATs  

Friday 28th May End of Term 5 Normal time 

Tuesday 8th June 
Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET 
day) 

 

W/b 28th June SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/term_dates_2020-21.pdf

