NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 26TH MARCH 2021
TERM 4

VALUE: COMPASSION
SCHOOL UPDATES

STAFFING
We look forward to welcoming Mrs Kelly-Eldridge as part-time Year 4 teacher after Easter. She will be
teaching three days a week in Year 4 with Mrs Keyte teaching the other two days.
Miss Woodhouse is coming to the end of her maternity leave and has made the decision not to return to
school. We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Miss Woodhouse for all her support in
the school and wish her the best of luck with her lovely twin boys.
Mr Cooke will be leaving us at the end of this academic year as he is moving out of Oxfordshire. Mr Cooke
has been a key member of the North Hinksey team since he completed a trainee teacher placement in
2017 and will be greatly missed by everybody. We are interviewing prospective teachers after Easter and
will keep families informed when we make a new teacher appointment.

END OF TERM
We finish this term after lunch on Wednesday 31st March. Pick up times are as follows:
Normal pick-up time

31st March pick-up time

3.00pm

12.50pm

3.10pm

1.00pm

3.20pm

1.10pm

CLUBS

We are hoping to be able to offer some extra-curricular clubs after Easter. These will be after school and
are likely to run with children remaining with their year group and not mixing with other children. We are
waiting for updated guidance for schools from the Government before confirming, and will release further
information at the start of term. Spaces are likely to be first-come, first-served so please do look out for
information sent to you via Parentmail.
VALUES CERTIFICATES
We have chosen children across school who have shown great compassion this term. Certificates will be
sent home next week. We are really impressed with how children have demonstrated our term value of
compassion and I hope anyone who arrives home with a certificate is proud of themselves.

LATERAL FLOW TESTS
For information about how to access lateral flow tests for families to use at home, click here. Please note
from Public Health England ‘PHE has advised that there are currently limited public health benefits to
testing primary-aged pupils with lateral flow devices (LFD). In addition, primary-aged pupils, particularly
younger children, may find the LFD testing process unpleasant and are unable to self-swab. We are
advising that primary-aged pupils should only be tested if they are symptomatic, in which case their families should follow the guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection and book a PCR test for the child.’
PE KIT
On the days children wear a PE kit to school, this must be dark plain jogging bottoms (or shorts for the
brave), a plain white T shirt and a school jumper, cardigan or hoodie. Please take the opportunity of the
Easter break to ensure your child has the correct PE kit for Term 5. Thank you.
PALM CROSSES
We would usually be visiting St Peter & St Paul Church for an Easter service at this time of year. As we
are unable to do this, Revd Clare has provided a Palm Cross for each child to bring home next week. The
following provides more information about the source of these crosses.

LUNCHES
There will be an updated menu for lunches after Easter. This will be available on the website under
‘parents’, ‘school meals’ during the second week of the Easter holidays. The menu will be slightly
different each week so please do check before ordering. You will be able to order on Parentmail as
normal.
BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS
Silver— Andrew (4)

LEARNING THIS WEEK
Reception
EXCITING NEWS! We spotted the 1st batch of
frogspawn in Forest School while being Nature
Detectives this week - a sure sign it is officially
spring! As well as planting bulbs, we also
spotted some HUGE spiders in the shed and
noticed different types of leaf buds on the
trees. Something to look closely at next week!
Back in the classroom we have been carrying
on our teen number work and have started
adding on by counting on from the biggest
number. We can all input the biggest number
into our brains but recalling it later is a bit
tricky still! We listened to the story The Worst
Princess by Anna Kemp and Sarah Ogilvie - we love stories that challenge stereotypes. Following on from
this we imagined WE had a dragon for a pet and wrote some fabulous dragon adventure stories.

Year 1
I am starting to write this update on Wednesday afternoon after a lovely sunny outdoor learning
session. Children were able to spot signs of spring and create their own nature crowns. It was great to
see them enjoying the space in a calm and respectful manner; so many of them full of knowledge related
to plants and animals. We have continued with the story The Snail and Whale, they have written their
own books - some chose to write a story, others chose to do non-fiction. They have also used speech
bubbles to show conversations between the characters, helped write a thank you letter to the whale and
enjoyed some radio drama lessons. In maths, we are using ‘One is a snail and ten is a crab’ to look at
number bonds to ten, addition and subtraction. Science has remained focused on sea creatures with a
focus this week on habitats. Socially, they are rubbing along well. Contention arises during choosing time
– related to being able to share/accepting things don’t always go your way or using resources in an unsafe
way. Hygiene is generally good though we are still having to remind children not to put their hands in
their mouths. Learning behaviour is continually improving and they have really shown how they are
willing and able to work.

Year 2
This week in Year 2 we have been remembering different ways to
subtract through 10 and different ways to partition numbers. In
English, we have been writing the story of the Gingerbread Man from
the Gingerbread Man's point of view. We had great fun imagining
what it would be like to be trapped in an oven and plotting our
escape. We have loved learning about Shackleton's Endurance expedition. We were shocked about the trials the crew members had to go
through. We wrote diary entries from a crew member and then
created drama freeze frames exploring the emotions of the men
trapped on Elephant's Island waiting for Shackelton's return. In the
drama we had to act out lines from our diary entries. Mrs Burson
filmed each groups and we felt like proper actors. We have also been
enjoying using our new trampolines at break times!

Year 3
This week, year 3 have been getting stuck into instructional writing, using lots of awesome features and
'bossy' verbs to explore how to make stone age artefacts. In maths, year 3 have been exploring the
properties of shapes, including going on a right-angle hunt around the classroom. In history, they have
finished up their prehistoric journey at the Iron Age, exploring how this helped technology to advance
and what everyday life would have been like for Iron Age Celts. In art, the children have been thinking
about perspective and shade to create beautiful drawings of Stonehenge.

Year 4
We have been focusing on being learning ready and trying this week. Year 4 have had a really fun week
absorbed in poetry in English. We have met the works of Christina Rosetti and Joseph Coelho (What is
Pink?, Hairy Bug, Hot Dog, The Werewolf's Club). We have made class poems, made up our own poems
and written silly poems. We enjoyed watching Joseph do performance poetry. In maths we continue to
consolidate our home learning on decimals and are trying to be excellent mathematicians explaining our
thinking and using the correct maths language. We continue to do our times tables every day- 6, 7, 8, and
9. We are setting ourselves little targets to beat each day. In the afternoons, we have been busy! In

science, we have been busy looking at photos by Levon Biss to help us classify insects as scientists. The
images are zoomed in and show such detail. We are also using branching databases again and creating
our own using yes and no questions. In history, we have been exploring how the Romans changed Britain
in preparation for our museums next week. In art, we have been busy making the final artefact for our
museum- a Roman vase with mosaics and line drawings. During active ten we have been playing extra
catching games and in PE we played rounders. Playtimes continue to be happy with children playing a
range of class games, making bug hotels, making up dances and playing ball sports.

Year 5
In Year 5 we have continued revising our maths topics, especially fractions and decimals. Robin Hood
fever has hit our English lessons as we are planning and writing our playscripts for Robin Hood in
preparation for a trip down Sherwood Forest. We have improved our knowledge of the countries and
capitals of Europe, playing sporcle and locating the countries on a map. In science we investigated which
materials will dissolve in water and considered how the temperature of the water affected it. PSHE gave
us a closer look into what type of bank accounts to use and we chose appropriate accounts for different
people's needs. In PE, we learnt more rules about the movement and footwork allowed as well as
continuing to practice our variety of passing under timed conditions.

Year 6
This week in Year 6 we have been enjoying the family drama that is Romeo and Juliet! We spent some
time linking characters and discussing how the relationships that they have with each other are often
nuanced and not always straight forward. We then spent some time considering how Juliet's father would
have responded to the news that she'd got married and used this to form some Shakespearean insults
that he might trade with Romeo's father. These became an important part of writing our formal letters
from one father to another. In maths we have been focusing on accurately constructing different shapes
including circles using a compass and triangles using a protractor before using them to perfect our
reflection and translation techniques. During the afternoons we've been discussing how music can
communicate different moods and stories. We've then used these to compose pieces of music around an
adventure theme! In art we have been learning about Frank Stella. Frank Stella was born in Massachusetts, America, in 1936 and he is still alive today living and working in New York. He is known for his
strange and colourful 3D shapes artwork. We have created our own 3D sculptures art work.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

DATES
12.50pm
1.00pm
1.10pm

Wednesday 31st March

End of Term 4

Monday 19th April

Start of Term 5

Wednesday 28th April

Faith Committee Governor Meeting

7pm

W/C 3rd May

Parents’ Evenings (virtual)

TBC

Monday 3rd May

Bank Holiday
NHS Heights and Measures—Reception & Year 6

Wednesday 5th May
More information for parents to follow
W/C 17th May

Review meetings for parents of children on the SEN
register

TBC

Wednesday 19th May

Full Governing Body Meeting

7pm

Friday 28th May

End of Term 5

Normal time

Tuesday 8th June

Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET
day)

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th
Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days
June

TBC

W/b 28th June

SEN review meetings

TBC

Wednesday 7th July

Matthew Arnold Transition Day

TBC

Wednesday 21st July

End of Term 6

1pm

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

