NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 25TH OCTOBER 2019
TERM 1 VALUE: GENEROSITY

OTTER LEARNING FOCUS: OURSELVES

CURRICULUM
YEAR 2 & 6 —CRICKET
We would like to thank Zoe and Arthur from Chance to Shine for coming
in to coach year 2 & 6 and running an after school club. Arthur was an
excellent coach and the children learnt many new skills throughout the
6 weeks. Thank you to Zoe who came to teach Maths through cricket
and talk to the children in assembly about the recent World cup.
‘It was fun!’ David.
‘It was very good fun,’ George N
‘The best bit was we got to play a match!’ Neo.
'I learnt to hit the ball really far and bowl accurately.'-Bella
' I enjoyed cricket because by the end I felt like I had achieved
something.'-Theo

YEAR 2—COOKING
In English, Year 2 have been using a text called ‘No
Dinner’, an Indian Folk Tale.
Inspired by the story, they decided to cook some
curry. Everyone really enjoyed the cooking, and the
tasting! The recipe will be sent home to Year 2
soon so you can also try it out at home.

YEAR 2—MUSIC & HISTORY

Year two have been learning to play a Beatles
song on the xylophone
Erin "It as tricky hitting the right notes at the
right tempo"
Terence " I learnt that pitch means whether
the note is high or low"

YEAR 2—HISTORY

Mrs Colucci came to year 2 as an eyewitness and shared what school was like in the 1960s.
Ethan: ‘we learnt that when it was your birthday you got to go to the Wendy house with friends and
have biscuits.’
Natasha: ‘Parents didn't drop the children off or pick them up at school.’

YEAR 6—MUSIC & CULTURES

On 22nd October, Mr Scarborough came to play us
the bodhran. It is a Scottish drum with a stick named
a cipin, tipper or beater. The top is made of sheep,
cow or greyhound skin soaked in lime.
‘His music was good’ Finn
‘I learnt about Scottish music’ Serena
By Serena

YEAR 6—RE & UNDERSTANDING CULTURES
On Tuesday 22nd October, Kuran’s mum, Mrs
Sahota, visited Year 1 and she and Kuran
answered our questions about Diwali. One
question was: What Gods do you worship
during Diwali? Mrs Sahota answered: One is
Lakshmi. Another question was: What is your
favourite part of Diwali? Kuran answered: My
favourite part is when we get to the fireworks
and sparklers and my least favourite part is
that sometimes it is on a weekday and we
don’t get a holiday!
Also, Jemimah got to wear some Diwali clothes
and Year 6 enjoyed the visit.
By Rocky and Nico

YEAR 4—ENGLISH, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

On Thursday 24th October, Year 4 had their Pupil Prime Minister day to celebrate their political manifestos they had been writing in English.
The day began by writing some interesting policies for current PM Boris Johnson, then we caught up on
the news with Newsround before holding the North Hinksey general election where each political party
shared why they should be elected to lead the country. We then calculated some political maths involving
the 2010 general election before announcing the new Pupil Prime Ministers. Congratulations to the Big

Ben Party who won by a small minority of 1 vote but thank you to all MP's for taking part.
Elsie - I enjoyed dressing up and it was really fun.
Torin - We got to do lots of cool things.
Sam - We could share our own manifestos and listened to other people's great ideas.
Celeste - I felt like I was an MP in the House of Commons judging parties on their manifestos.

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
This term we have been thinking about the value of generosity. Children have been thinking about times when someone has been generous to them.
‘My family was generous with their time for me when I
broke my arm. I was very grateful.’ Holly
‘Some of my friends help me without realising by making
me cheerful and happy.’ Nico
‘My sister was generous because even though her school
ends late she still hangs out with me.’ Edie
Year 1 drew pictures to show how they can be generous
with their time by helping others.

YEAR 5—GEOGRAPHY, ART & HISTORY
Year 5 learnt about Ordnance Survey maps and then used them to create their own Paper Mache
versions which they then painted and used as settings for their Viking battle stories in English.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
CLUBS
Clubs will start again next term week beginning 11th November.
POPPY APPEAL
Children will be able to buy a poppy during breaktimes week beginning 4th November.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
On Monday 11th November, all of Key Stage 2 will be walking to the war graves at Botley Cemetery on
North Hinksey Lane to take part in a Remembrance Service led by children. We will be leaving school at
10.30am and aim to leave to walk back to school at 11.30am. We would appreciate adults who can walk
there and back with us. If you can help, please let the office know. Families are very welcome to join us
for the service.

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
After half term, the children will see some new activities in our reflection area. These are ideas the
children can use to calm down if they are feeling worried, angry or sad. Perhaps you might like to try
them at home. Activities include:
Doing star jumps until they are tired
Imagine themselves in their favourite place
Giving themselves a gentle face massage
Take some deep breaths- watch your tummy go up and down
Hum your favourite song
Curl into a little ball
Doing square breathing
Watching their smile in the mirror
Whisper worries to a pebble.
They might also try using Eye-Spy bottles and sensory bottles if you find your child finds it hard to calm
down.

Instructions for the Eye-Spy bottles https://feltmagnet.com/crafts/How-to-Make-an-I-Spy-Bottle
Instructions for sensory bottles https://rhythmsofplay.com/calm-down-sensory-bottles-101/

FUNDRAISING
A huge thank you to North Hinksey Pre-School for taking part in the Oxford Half Marathon and raising
money for the school (total currently raised to date is £1260.10.) Here is information from the team at
Pre-School.

Well Done Team! A massive thanks to everyone who ran, watched and sponsored.
We’re waiting for the final total but it is in excess £1100 and the money is still coming in. If you would like to still
donate you can on https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/NHRunners.
I wanted to explain briefly why we had decided to donate the money raised from the Half Marathon to North
Hinksey Primary School, when we are a charity ourselves.
As a preschool we obviously have our own governance and autonomy over our provision. however, we benefit
enormously from sharing the school site and have done for many years. For example, each week we use the
Forest School site, we are protected by the gates and fences, we have water checked for temperature and
sanitary services as well as annual checks such as PAT testing, all of which are organised by the school.
We also work closely with the reception teacher, sharing information on how we can best support the children in
their transition to school but also in reflecting together, what we had done really well and what could be improved upon for next year. We work along-side the school staff to support all the children that attend our wrap
care clubs and over the years the majority of children attending school will have used our services by the time
they leave primary school. We are truly part of a community.
Over the last few years we have been able to enhance our provision (the garden, “The Hive” etc.) and as a
charity have been able to apply for grants to help with this. This is something the school are not able to do as
they are not a charity. At a time where their funding is so tight, the Preschool Committee and Staff, wanted to
offer their support through this donation, in the interests of providing the children in our community the best
possible start to their Journey.

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Well done to George N, David, Callum & their
team Cumnor Minors who were runners up in
the Oxford Mail U7's premier trophy on
Saturday, losing 4-3 to Chesterton in the final.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Junior Parkrun Report – 20th October

It was quite a dull morning up at Harcourt Hill on Sunday, but amazingly 21 North Hinksey children made it to
the starting point! I only just managed to arrive on time due to the A34 being closed but gosh, was I glad I
did! We have some fantastic runners in our school and congratulations to Samuel for coming 2 nd overall. We
welcomed Penelope, Lottie and Isaak as first timers with Oliver, Eliza, Margot and Isobel trying their very best
and all getting new PBs (personal bests!) Dylan ran his 60th Parkrun, Andrew ran his 75th, Megan received her
Marathon Club wristband and Cleo joined the Half-Marathon Club! As the children came past, it was lovely to
see so many families taking part together – Beatrix and Evelyn, Oscar and Anna, Finlay and Isaak and finally
Ralf with Anya! Several children also deserve a mention for their speedy finishing – Lauren, Cleo, Megan and
Ted especially. Special thanks also to William for volunteering as a Marshall and for having the best high-fives
as people ran past! There will be no Parkrun reports for the next 2 weeks as I am away for Half-term however, thanks to Dylan’s mum for letting me know that 3rd November will be 100th Junior Parkrun and anyone
from our school who manages to go will be welcome to take part in a NH School / Parkrun Photo!

Term 2
Monday 4th November

Faith Governors’ Meeting

6.00pm

Tuesday 5th November

Rugby competition—Children attending have Arriving back at school at
been sent an invitation.
4.30pm.

Thursday 7th November

HSA Film Night. Tickets available on Parentmail. After school, 5pm pick up

Monday 11th November

Years 3 to 6, Remembrance Service at St Law- Leaving school at 10.30am
rence War Graves—parents welcome

Monday 11th November

Clubs start and run for 5 weeks

Monday 11th November

Boccia event at Botley School. Children attend- 3.30—5.00pm
ing have been sent an invitation.

Tuesday 12th November

Drop in session for parents—Mrs Burson will be
showing the Oxfordshire Local Offer for children 9.00—10.00am
with Special Educational Needs and how to navigate the website.

Friday 15th October

Year 4 sharing assembly

Tuesday 19th November

Learning & Teaching Governors’ Meeting

5.30pm

Monday 25th—Friday 29th November

Year 6 residential in Aberdovey

Leaving 8am

Week beginning 2nd December

Parents’ Evenings

Tuesday 3rd December

Drop-in session for parents—Margaret King
from the Communication and Interaction Sup- 9.00—10.00am
port Service talking about her role.

Wednesday 4th December

Christmas Lunch. Children may wear something
Christmassy this day, if they would like to.

Friday 6th December

Year 6 sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 6th December

HSA Christmas Bazaar

TBC

Thursday 12th December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance
Children to return to school at 5.00pm

1.30pm & 5.30pm

Thursday 12th December

Oxfordshire School Dance Festival 2019 at The new
Theatre. This will be for children in Year 6 who want Times TBC
to take part

Thursday 12th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 13th December

HSA Cake Sale—Reception

After school

Monday 16th December

Reception Crib Service at St Lawrence—families 2.00pm
welcome

Thursday 19th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service at St Peter & St 10.15am
Paul—families welcome

Thursday 19th December

Term ends at 1pm

Friday 20th December—Friday
3rd January

Christmas holidays—school closed

1pm

Term 3
Thursday 16th January

Year 3 showcase at Oxford Playhouse

TBC

Friday 17th January

Year 5 sharing assembly

9.00am

Wednesday 22nd January

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Friday 24th January

Year 3 sharing assembly

Week beginning 27th January

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Friday 31st January

Year1 sharing assembly

Monday 3rd February

Girls’ Football Festival—more details to follow

Thursday 6th February

Athletics Tournament—more details to follow

Friday 7th February

Year 2 sharing assembly

Week beginning 10th February

Some parents will be invited in for a meeting
with the class teacher to discuss issues identified around learning or behaviour.

Tuesday 11th February

HSA Quiz Night for parents

TBC

Friday 14th February

Reception sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 14th February

HSA Cake Sale—Year 5

After school

Friday 14th February

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Monday 17th February—Friday
21st February

Half term—school closed
Term 4

Monday 2nd March

Netball tournament—more details to follow

Wednesday 4th March

Hockey tournament—more details to follow

9.00am

9.00am

9.00am

Week beginning 9th March

HSA Mothers’ Day
(purchasing of a gift)

event

for

children During school day

Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th Year 5 residential at Magdalen Farm
March
Week beginning 23rd March

Parents’ Evenings

Monday 23rd March

Swimming Gala—more details to follow

Friday 27th March

HSA Cake Sale—Year 4

After school

Wednesday 1st April

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 3rd April

Term ends at 1pm

1pm

Monday 6th April—Friday 17th
April

Easter holidays—school closed
Term 5

Tuesday 21st April

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 24th April

HSA Cake Sale—Year 3

After school

Wednesday 29th April

HSA Film Night

TBC

Thursday 30th April

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Tuesday 5th May

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 8th May

Bank Holiday—school closed

Week beginning 11th May

Year 6 SATs

Saturday 16th May

HSA May Fayre

TBC

Tuesday 19th May

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 22nd May

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 22nd May

HSA Cake Sale—Year 2

Monday 25th May—Friday 29th Half term—school closed
May

After school

Term 6
Monday 1st June

INSET—school closed

Saturday 6th June

Strictly Dance Competition at the Christian Life
Centre, Oxford

Week beginning Monday 8th
June

Sports Week—more information to follow

Wednesday 10th June

Sports Festival (sports day) - more information
to follow

Friday 12th June

HSA school discos

Week beginning 22nd June

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Thursday 25th June

Year 2 and Year 3 overnight camp on school
field

Wednesday 1st July

Transition morning—children spend the morning with their next teacher

Saturday 4th July

Strictly Dance National Grand Final at the
Royal & Derngate Theatre, Northampton

Friday 10th July

HSA Cake Sale—Year 1

After school

Friday 17th July

End of term 1pm

1pm

TBC

