
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 25TH MARCH 2022 

TERM 4     VALUE: JOY 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

GOVERNING BODY VACANCIES 

We currently have vacancies on our Governing Body.  The Governing Body role is vital in setting the 

school’s strategic direction and supporting the school to deliver this.  The role of a governor is rewarding 

and comes with a commitment of attending regular meetings throughout the year for the full governing 

body, and an allocated committee.  We would appreciate it if you could share with anybody you think 

may be interested in the below roles, including people who live in either the local community, or from 

further afield. Anybody interested can contact the school office in the first instance. 

Community Governor: someone with personal and professional skills, in particular relating to financial 

management, risk management, IT or operations management.  This role is not usually a current parent. 

Foundation Governor: someone who can ensure that the school upholds and develops its character as a 

Church of England school, referring directly to the school’s connection to the local church, its trust deed 

and vision and values. Many Foundation Governors are drawn from local Anglican churches but some may 

be from other denominations, demonstrating positive collaboration with other local church groups, and 

from the parents’ community.  

SNACKS 

A reminder please that any break time snacks brought into school should be fruit, vegetable or a cereal 

bar (no nuts).   

HEADLICE 

We have a few children with head lice this week.  Please check your child’s head and treat if necessary.  

We would also ask for long hair to be tied back, both for prevention of head lice but also to ensure hair 

stays out of the way during learning time. 

HOLIDAY CLUBS 

We will be running a Holiday Activity Club during the Easter holiday.  This will take place from Monday 

11th—Thursday 14th April. The club will run from 9am—3pm at a cost of £25 per child, per day.  All    

bookings must be made in the accounts section on Parentmail.  Payment by childcare vouchers accepted. 

The same club will run during the May half-term holiday from Monday 30th—Wednesday 1st June. 

Information about other local clubs we are aware of can be found on the school website under parents/

holiday clubs.  Click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html


 

YEAR 5 RESIDENTIAL 

We are currently collating the information provided by parents for the children attending the residential 

in April.  Once we have confirmed the numbers and information provided with the residential centre, we 

will be sending home more information regarding the activities, kit list and meal provision.  We hope to 

send this out to parents next week. 

 

BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

We were very proud of our Year 6 children who represented the school in a basketball tournament last 

week.  They practised for the event, and played very well in two teams against other schools.  Well done 

to the winning team members: Caden, Rafe, Innes, Otto, Jude and to the runner-up team members:      

Oscar, Samuel, Wyatt, Celeste, Charlotte.  Thank you to Miss Morgan and Mrs Jones for accompanying the 

teams. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

We are delighted our School Council is now up and running, led by Mrs Burrows.  Congratulations to the 

children who have been voted to represent their class: 

Year 1: Reuben and Katy 

Year 2: Daisy and Henry 

Year 3: Sebby and Anja 

Year 4: Isaac and Lucy M 

Year 5: Ikal and Lauren 

Year 6: Iris and Oscar 

ONLINE SAFETY 

LEGO Build and Talk LEGO® have created Build and Talk to help you chat to your child about digital safety 

and wellbeing. Firstly, you pick an activity to do and then you read a story, which includes questions and 

conversation prompts, whilst they build with their LEGO®. This is a great way to start talking about online 

safety with your child!  https://www.lego.com/en-gb/sustainability/children/buildandtalk/    

Whilst you’re there, view their guides on key topics related to online safety (click here). 

https://www.lego.com/en-gb/sustainability/children/buildandtalk/
https://www.lego.com/en-gb/sustainability/children/digital-child-safety/


 

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 

We had a wonderful time!  Thank you for coming to watch the performances. 

 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

In Reception we have been learning about castles.  We have drawing pictures of castles.  In maths we 

have been counting to 10 and doing take aways.  We have been painting our own shields and we have 

been talking about armour. In phonics we have been learning the sound ‘ow’.   Charlotte S, Sophie &    

Alice. 

 

In Year 1 in English we have been learning the story ‘Leaf’.  We had to practise going on the stage for the 

storytelling festival.  In maths we have been comparing length and heights.  In PE we practised our throw-

ing and catching.  We have been learning about International Women’s Day.  In phonics, in one group we 

have been learning a new sound ‘er’ and in the other group ‘air’ and ‘are’.  Tom & Harvey 

 

In Year 2 in art we have been learning how to make a rainbow out of pastels.  In maths we have been 

learning about 2d and 3d shapes, including how to draw them.  In English we wrote a story about ‘The 

Suitcase’, the story we used for the Storytelling Festival and we are creating our own version.  Alice &   

Kirill 

 

In Year 3 we went to Earth Trust and had a great day.  We dug out some flints, made some charcoal and 

made some pictures.  We also went on a really long walk and saw cows.  Alfie   

We explored an iron hill fort (Castle Hill) and we imagined what the countryside would have looked like in 

the Stone Age.  We made stone age paint from charcoal, chalk and clay and used this to create different 

stone age designs.  We also used flint and steel to make fire, making sure we were safe and thought 

about the fire triangle: heat, fuel and oxygen. 

 

This week in Year 4 we have been writing our own balanced arguments.  We then edited them before  

finishing them.  In maths we have been learning about fractions of whole numbers, such as one third of 

twenty one.  We had our violin lesson and we have started to make props for our performance of 

‘Joseph’.  We have been practising for our performance.  We went on a spring hunt outside and found 

leaves and minibeasts.    Oscar & Terence 

 

In Year 5 we have been learning about angles and adding and subtracting fractions.  We have still been 

using our book ‘Hidden Figures’ and we wrote a diary entry to NASA.  In science we have been learning 

about the different stages of the body and growing up.  We have been painting our neon pop art pictures.  

In PE we have been carrying on with our basketball games.  Lotta & Solly 

 

This week in Year 6 we have been learning about angles in maths and ‘The Day the War Came’ for the  

Storytelling Festival.  We finished our book ‘When the Sky Falls’ and now we are read ‘The Boy who Made 

Everyone Laugh’.  In art we drew a 3d chair. On Thursday we painted pots that we made last Thursday.  

Also in English we have been learning about the Shakespeare play, ‘Macbeth’.  Caden 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1    

Year 2    

Year 3    

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

172 100 159 151 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

 

VALUE OF THE TERM: JOY 

This week we thought about how exercise can make you feel happy, and how to keep active at school.  

We also really enjoyed watching, and performing, during the storytelling festival. We also found out 

about what brings joy to some of our teachers. 

Question to talk about as a family:    

What is your favourite exercise?  How does it make you feel? 



Junior Parkrun Report – 20th March 

What a lovely day Sunday was! The sun was shining, the birds were singing and 

20 runners from Team North Hinksey turned up to Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun! 

This week Mr Claxton was the tail-walker (sporting a delightful fox tail this 

time!) and I was marshalling on post number 2! 

The 63 runners set off well and we had some amazing results yet again! We 

welcomed James to his first ever parkrun and hope he enjoyed it and will keep 

coming back! We also welcomed back some old-timers who we had missed for 

a while – lovely to see you back Eliza, William and Jake!  

Congratulations to Amelia, Flo, Gilbert and Dylan for their PBs – brilliant effort, 

and George was only 1 second away from his PB too (next time George, next 

time!) 

One of the aspects of parkrun that I love so much is the social side and we had 

our usual crew of friendly runners with Katy and Juno, Oscar and Neo, and Eva 

and Anna all finishing within seconds of each other, chatting all the way round!  

There were also some near milestone runs this week as Edmund completed his 

10th (1 more for your first half marathon wristband!); Jack ran his 20th (1 more 

to your marathon wristband); Roly ran parkrun number 36; Seb ran parkrun 

number 45 (just 5 more for your ultra marathon wristband!) and Andrew ran 

his 120th parkrun! What a commitment! 

So, are you ready to try it out yet? I will not be there this week so you could go 

along and see what it is all about, or wait till next week when I can cheer you 

on as you speed past! As I am not there this Sunday, I wonder whether any of 

the parkrunners themselves would like to write next week’s run report? I will 

pop and see you around school once I know who made it and see if we can get 

some new journalists involved! 

Anyway, if you are new to parkrun or are just interested but need to find out a 

bit more, go to the website at www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors to find 

out more! See you in 2 weeks folks! 

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors


COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Calling all Year Ones!!! 

Botley Boys and Girls Football Club will be starting free taster sessions this Friday 25th 

March for children looking to get into football and enjoy a new sport. The sessions will be 

held Fridays at Fogwell Road Pavilion 5:30pm-6:30pm led by our qualified coach Dave 

Shepherd.  

If you have any queries or would like your child to attend please contact Terri 

at clubsecretarybbgfc@gmail.com  

DATES 

Monday 28th March Year 4 visit to Oxford Castle 
During school 

day 

Thursday 31st March Year 6 trip to Didcot Sewage Treatment Works 
During school 

day 

Friday 1st April Year 1 dress as a pirate day  

Friday 1st April Year 1 Sharing Assembly (parents invited to watch) 9am 

Tuesday 5th April 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot  
 

Thursday 7th April  Year 3/4 Performance. Parents invited to watch.  

1.30pm 

6pm 

Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  



Friday 6th May 
Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly (parents invited to 

watch) 
9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May 
Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 

(parents invited to watch) 
9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


