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VALUE: LOVE

SCHOOL INFORMATION
CLUBS
The following clubs start next week for those children who have a place booked. Please see the notes
below regarding what children should wear. Collection at the end of each club is from the playground.
Football with Club Energy, Mondays 3.15 - 4.25pm
Children taking part in this club should wear to school on Mondays their school PE kit (they may bring a
football kit to get changed into if they would like to). They also need football boots and shin-pads.
Multisports with Club Energy, Wednesdays 3.15 - 4.25pm

Children taking part in this club should wear to school on Wednesdays their school PE kit and trainers
suitable for outdoor use.
Dodgeball with Club Energy, Fridays, 3.15 - 4.25pm.
Children taking part in this club should wear to school on Fridays their school PE kit and trainers suitable
for outdoor use.
All clubs will take place outside in all weathers (except lightening!) so please ensure your child is dressed
accordingly.
PICK UP CHANGES
If your child is being collected by another parent/carer, please email the office so the information can be
passed on in good time, and save any delays at pick up time. For safeguarding we will not allow a child to
go home with another child’s family unless we have received an email confirming this. Thank you.
LUNCHES
Every morning by 8.30am we check the lunch registers for the day and the exact amount is then freshly
prepared. To help us avoid food wastage, or having to find additional food at the last minute, please
ensure all lunch are ordered in advance. Unfortunately, we have had a number of lunches wasted over
the last few weeks due to them being ordered but children then bringing a packed lunch. For children in
Years 3, to 6, if you order a lunch but your child does not have it, you will still be charged to cover the
cost of the prepared food.

BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS
Bronze—Sebby (3), Hayley (3), Aaditri (1), Jack (1)
GOVERNING BODY
As explained in the end of 20-21 letter, Cath Wilson stepped down from her role as Chair. I am pleased to
inform you Ellie Danby was elected as our new Chair of Governors at the Full Governing Body meeting last
week. We appreciate Cath Wilson remaining on the governing body in the position of Vice-Chair.
Any communication for the Governing Body can be emailed to the school office or gov@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals. Your child is eligible for free
school meals if you’re in receipt of one of the following benefits:
Universals Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400.


Income Support



Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance



Income-related Employment and Support Allowance



Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



The guarantee element of Pension Credit



Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)



Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190

Registering for free meals could also raise an extra £1,345 for the school to fund valuable support like
extra tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities. This additional money is available from
central government for every child whose parent is receiving one of the benefits listed above. To check if
your child is eligible, we will need you to complete a form and return to the office. For more information,
click here, or contact the office.
KEEPING SAFE ONLINE
The NSPCC has an excellent range of advice and resources for parents/carers to support keeping children
safe online.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
Parents/carers of children in Year 6 can now apply online for secondary school places. The deadline for
applications is 31st October 2021.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications/makeapplication

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
The deadline for ordering photographs online from Tempest with free delivery to school is Wednesday
29th September. After that date, you can still order, but there will be a delivery charge as items will be
sent direct to your home address.

LEARNING THIS WEEK
Reception have spent the last week getting to know new friends and all the adults, as well as all the new
equipment they have to explore! We have sung many nursery rhymes and are currently half-way through
making some amazing Incy Wincy Spiders - watch out for a photo soon! In maths we have counted and
counted and counted! We are amazing in this and are beginning to get to know how Mrs Claxton likes to
trick us with missing numbers. We also met Muddles, the class rabbit (puppet) who gets in a terrible muddle when counting (hence the name!) And to top the week off, we have even begun our phonics learning.
We can read and write 'l' and met Geraldine the Giraffe as she found lots of things beginning with 'l'!
Phew - what a busy week!
In Year 1 this week, we have enjoyed a full complement of children and Mr Pryke started as our student
teacher (for five weeks). In maths, we have been comparing objects and numbers, whilst using the
associated vocab and symbols 'greater than' > 'less than' < 'equal to' = fewer Learning that the < >
symbols are like crocodiles' mouths and the croc always wants to eat the bigger portion. In English, we
have been retelling the story of Mr Gumpy's Motor Car (sequel) verbally, in pictures and writing. In
geography we have started to look at maps, including the 4 main points of a compass and in science we
learnt about birds and reptiles. An underlying theme has been emotions and how to accept / manage
them.
This week in Year 2 we have been learning about the numberness of numbers! We've been reminding
ourselves of the value of the tens and ones in numbers up to 100 and show our understanding through
representing them in digit form, using place value grids as well as with base 10 blocks and Numicon! In
English we have spent time learning how to improve our writing of little red riding hood using the
conjunction 'and' as well as adding some brilliant description to our sentences. In the afternoons we've
been learning about the countries, waters and mountains in the United Kingdom as well as the continents
around the world. We've also been creating collages of the oceans using paper that we painted blue using
a variety of different shades. Throughout the week we have been practising how to be brilliant learners
and friends, showing attentive learning behaviours and kindness to those who are sharing things with us.

This week, Year 3 have been using their fantastic computing skills to research animals for their
non-chronological reports. They have been using scientific language and description to make their
research as informative as possible. In maths, the children have been investigating place value, through
ordering and comparing numbers to 1000. In Times Table Rock Stars, the children have been working very
hard on their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. In science, Year 3 have been exploring what it means to have a
healthy diet, exploring what is in the food we eat and creating food plates. In Design and Technology, the
children have applied their learning about materials and patterns to design their brilliant animal masks. In
Art, Year 3 have created a humungous rainbow serpent, using techniques and colours learnt from their
study into Australia's indigenous people.

This week, Year 4 have been continuing our learning about the Romans. We have found out all about
gladiators and planned our own mosaics, which we will be making next week. We thought of what we
would like to find out about daily life in ancient Rome and used the Ipads to do our own research,
combining our computing lessons with topic. We found lots of incredibly interesting facts - did you know
that a Roman delicacy was slugs?!
In Maths, we have been building on our knowledge of place value to order and compare 4 digit numbers
and rounding to the nearest 1000. In English, we have started a new unit learning about persuasive
writing. We have been focusing on the features of adverts so that we can write our own to lure Romans
to a gladiator match at the amphitheatre.

This week, Year 5 have been working on understanding the features of explanation texts, writing their
own accounts and planning Dragon’s Den speeches on wacky inventions. We have also been learning to
use parenthesis in our writing to add extra information and detail. We have also been writing our own
poems based on 'Personal Helicon' by Seamus Heaney. In Maths, the children have been continuing work
on place value, concentrating on rounding to 10, 100 and 100 and ordering numbers up to 100, 000. They
have also engaged with problem solving activities, based on measurement and place value. We have also
been learning how to measure the perimeter of rectangles and rectilinear shapes. In History, continuing
our Anglo-Saxon topic work, we have been learning about the Roman Withdrawal from Britain in AD410
and the establishment of the Anglo-Saxon chronicle. In Computing, Year 5 have worked in groups to
debug and correct flowcharts for playground games, for example, Piggy in the Middle and Stuck in the
Mud. They have also continued their Scratch work from last year, using ask and conditional blocks. In
Music, the children have been exploring music in Anglo-Saxon England, learning a song, ‘We are the Anglo
-Saxons’ that focussed on pulse, rhythm, pitch and melody. In Science this week we have studied the
famous presenter David Attenborough and made our own 'videos' to tell the class about a species we are
passionate about. In PSHE, we have discussed ways of resolving conflict.
In Art/DT we have been looking at some Anglo-Saxon objects. In groups we discussed what we thought
they were and their purpose. We discovered that they were a necklace, buckle belt, brooches, comb and
an ear scoop. We had a closer look at the brooches, noticing the round base, symmetrical patterns and
colours. Then we designed our own brooches to make next week. In PE we have continued with our
invasion sports, including handball and hockey. We learnt about getting into positions and passing to all
member of our team.

This week Year 6 have been on their residential at Magdalen Farm in Somerset.! We look forward to
hearing all about it when they return.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Well done to Mr Waldock took part in the Salomon Skyline Vertical Kilometre race in Kinlochleven on
Saturday. The race was to the top of 'Na Gruagaichean' a 1,056m mountain in view of Ben Nevis....???

If your child has achieved something (just as Mr Waldock has here!), and would like it included in the
newsletter, please do email the information and a photo to the school office.

Join our Street Tag team
Street Tag is a fun, free, smartphone app that turns physical activity into a game and converts
walking, running, and cycling into Street Tag points (tags).
The family-friendly game rewards primary schools for pupils, parents, and teachers’ physical
activities such as walking, running, cycling. Turning streets and parks into a giant virtual
playground.
When playing Street Tag, you can record the distance you’ve walked, run or cycled by scanning
virtual tags with your smartphone at various geographic locations. Watch your total distance
accumulate and see how our school climbs up the Vale of White Horse Schools Leaderboard. The
app can run in the background, so it automatically collects tags in a 40-metre radius allowing you
to focus on your journey and not your phone.
Each game season lasts 12 weeks. In that time, competitors can vie with each other to hit the top
of the leader board and become the winners! And the top two schools from each district in
seasons one and two will be entered in the Street Tag Oxfordshire School Games Finals to compete to be recognised as the most active schools in the county.
Playing for our school
By walking, cycling, or ‘park and striding’ to school as well as getting out and being active when
not at school, children, parents, and teachers can earn points and help our school compete for
rewards each term. he top three schools on each of the district leader boards will be rewarded
with £50 for Parent Teacher Associations at the end of each 12-week season.
Download the Street Tag app from the Play Store or App Store. You can add up to two children to
your app. Scan the QR code below.
Earn points for our school from physical activities indoor and outdoor- walking, running, cycling by
scanning virtual tags and convert your steps into Street Tag Points. Help us top the leaderboard
to get rewards and the chance to win prizes from Street Tag such as amazon vouchers, gift cards,
sports equipment, and lots more
And you can even collect extra points!
Get TRIPLE your Street Tag points with Power Hour! When will your hour be? On the school run?
During your lunch break?
Just pre-select your 60-minute burst on the Power Hour tab in the main menu of the app and
watch our school climb up the leaderboard!

19th Sept Junior Parkrun Report!
It was a dull, drizzly Sunday morning this week and we were worried it was going to rain
again, but NO, the rain stopped and it stayed dry for the whole run!
80 junior runners lined up for the 9am start and I spotted 19 from Team North Hinksey
(not including parents of course!)
Everyone completed the 2km course successfully and this week our first NHPS boy home
was Andrew and first NHPS girl was Cleo with a new PB – WOW and well done!
This week it was lovely to see so many chatty runners and Neo, George and Ted ran all the

way round together and Oscar and Anna ran together as a happy whole family! It was also
a delight to see Sammie encouraging his little brother (and daddy!) all the way too and Lily
running with her daddy too. (Other parents also run each week and I am always amazed
how they manage to keep up with their speedy youngsters!)
It was good to welcome Juno back after a brief hiatus and she still finished within 30
seconds of her PB, while Tilly and Seb finished within 5 seconds of each other. Some of our
runners are becoming really consistent and Roly and Gilbert and Meg recently received
their 11 run blue wristbands (half marathon). Eva and Katy are getting very close to their
21 run Marathon green wristbands. Recent other Marathon Club members are Ted and

George and a special mention must go to Andrew for reaching his 100th Junior parkrun
during the summer holidays.
I am also delighted to welcome Harriet from Reception to our parkrun family (as well as
Meg and Gil) and if you remember to print out your barcode, you will get an official time
next week. I think I might have seen Charlotte too, but she is not in the results so must
have forgotten her barcode too!
A special mention goes to Ish and his mummy for helping parkrun to run smoothly by
volunteering to be marshals – Thank you!
Now, don’t forget there is no junior parkrun on Sunday 26th as Brookes is welcoming all the
new students over the weekend, which means it’ll be 3rd October for the next one. Why
not put the date in your diary and make a promise to yourself to come along and try it
out? For more details, look online at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors - all
the instructions, timings, how to get a barcode etc are there! I’ll be there with Mr Claxton,
as usual, and we look forward to cheering you all on!
Mrs Claxton

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

DATES

Wednesday 29th September

Year 1 trip to Farmer Gows. Children need suitable clothing for the weather (school uniform), comfortable shoes,
During school
packed lunch and water bottle. If you have not already
day
made your contribution on Parentmail, we would
appreciate if you could do so by Monday. Thank you.

Wednesday 29th September

Deadline for ordering school photos

W/C 4th October

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational
Needs Register—more information to follow

Friday 8th October—
CANCELLED

Flu vaccinations during school day—more information to
follow—Please note these have been cancelled by the
School Nurse team. A new date will be provided in due
course.

Monday 18th—Thursday 21st Bikeability sessions for children in Year 5 and 6 who
October
handed in forms last term
Friday 22nd October

End of term

Monday 1st November

Start of Term 2

Tuesday 2nd November

Year 2 trip to Waddesdon Manor—more information to
follow

W/C 15th November

Parents evenings—more information to follow

Friday 17th December

End of term

Normal time

1pm

Term dates for 2021-22, and provisional dates for 2022-23, are available on the school website. Please
click here for a link.

