
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 22ND OCTOBER 2021 

TERM 1     VALUE: LOVE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

ABSENCES 

Thank you for continuing to report absences on Parentmail.  We do need notification every day your child 

is off school, so please report any absences everyday on Parentmail.  Thank you. 

 

OFFICE ASSISTANTS 

Thank you to our brilliant new Year 6 office assistants who have already been helping with office jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT 

This week we have celebrated children who have been awarded an end of term certificate for their      

personal achievements in school.  These were given out in collective worship on Wednesday and we are 

very proud of every single one of them.   



OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

 

VALUE OF THE TERM: LOVE 

Some questions to talk about as a family 

What music do you listen to that reminds you of love? 

Do you think it is important to show love to others? 

SAFETY FOCUS 

Oxfordshire County Council have created their own Footsteps guide for parents 

to help children acquire the skills they need to stay safe as a pedestrian. 

For more information, click here. 

 

LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception have had a quietish week as we have been consolidating all our learning from the term. We 

have however been exploring numbers in maths, looking at patterns in numbers and listening to the 

difference between 'teen' and 'ty' numbers when counting aloud. In phonics we are learning a new hand-

writing pattern and have started the 'robot' letters - r n and m. We really think about where to start our 

letters so we can write them correctly now, and all through our lives! 

We have also been using our Rainbow Fish knowledge to finish our gallery of amazingly imaginative other 

rainbow creatures! We now have walls adorned with rainbow zebras, cats, starfish, dolphins, elephants 

and hedgehogs to name just a few! Oh, and not forgetting our enthusiastic singing along to the Autumn 

Song during Bonkers Brett Afternoon! 

This week in Year 1 we have been focusing our collective worships and PSHE lessons around this term’s 

value of love and caring for each other. In Maths, we have been learning about number bonds, then     

systematic number bonds (how to put them in a logical order; e.g. 0+10, 1+9, 2+8, 3+7). Also we have 

been introduced to ordinal numbers.  In English we have explored poetry (animals, what we do and don’t 

like or understand about them). We have then worked in groups to write our own poems.  In Science we 

learnt how to take care of farm animals and the important roles that farmers, vets and parent animals 

have in keeping the animals healthy.  In PE we played some fun games focusing on balance and different 

movements (including galloping, skipping, rolling), and strengthened our understanding of how to make a 

sequence of movements with a clear beginning, middle, and end. In Geography we have been exploring 

the differences between life on a farm and life in a town.   

http://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children


This week in Year 2 we have been consolidating our knowledge of methods for adding two-digit numbers, 

working out which methods we find the easiest and most efficient for different questions. We've also  

begun to use number lines and hundred squares to help us subtract. In English we've been finishing off 

our penguin reports; we even wrote them out with some pictures, and they look brilliant! In the after-

noons we've been learning about maps, identifying features of a local area map as well as creating our 

own maps of the school site by hand as well as one we did as a class on the computer! In reading we've 

been 'Big Sky Mountain' and learning more about Rosa and 'Grandma Nan'. We've also been practising 

our phonics and can't wait to WOW you over half term! 

This week, Year 3 have been very busy creating poems in English! They have thought about rhyme and 

rhythm, similes and description, and how poems can have many different layouts and forms. In maths, 

the children have been focusing on applying addition and subtraction methods to money problems and 

exploring how different methods can be more effective in different contexts. In science, Year 3 have    

created fantastic posters all about the heart and circulatory system, including the key vocabulary of     

arteries, veins and capillaries. In Computing, the children have been very busy developing their           

powerpoint skills to create presentations all about their favourite animals. In art, the children have been 

celebrating harvest through cheerful watercolours of pumpkins and other harvest fruits and vegetables.  

In Year 4 this week we finished our musical instruments and used them to create our own music. In     

English, we wrote alternate versions of a chapter of Kensuke's Kingdom showing all the grammatical     

devices we have learnt over the past few weeks.  In maths, we have been problem solving and working 

hard to explain our reasoning using mathematical language. We have also finally finished our mosaic 

paintings and collages. 

This week Year 5 have been working on creating their own homophone wordsearch and learning words 

beginning with C and D from the statutory spelling list. They have put these words into sentences and 

been able to use them in their writing. We have finished the tale of Beowulf and Grendel and have been 

rewriting the story in our own words. Year 5 have been concentrating on powerful verbs, relative and  

subordinate clauses and using some alliterative language, too. In Maths we have been working hard on 

addition and subtraction, learning how to exchange and use column method for calculations. They have 

also been reasoning and problem solving within this unit, which has been a great way to capture some 

wonderful Maths vocabulary. In our Topic work this week, we explored the lives of women and children 

during Anglo-Saxon times, learning how looms were used to weave cloth and how children didn’t go to 

school but rather worked with their parents. We also investigated Anglo-Saxon runes and wrote our own 

messages using the code. In Computing, we learnt about Internet Safety, and discussed the SMART    

acrostic for ways to keep ourselves safe online. We discussed different scenarios and how to keep our 

personal information and passwords safe. We also talked about the importance of restrictions on our   

devices and our own Internet Use Policy in school.  

Year 6 have had a busy week.  In guided reading, following our finishing of our class read, The Boy at the 

Back of the Classroom, we focussed on the plight of refugees looking both at My Name is Not Refugee by 

Kate Milner and the palindrome poem Refugees by Brian Bilston which portrays refugees entirely       

differently depending on whether the poem is read top to bottom or bottom to top!  In English we have 

spent the week writing a narrative based on the animation Broken: Rock, Paper, Scissors concentrating 

on different ways to start our sentences and recognising that while words can mean the same thing, they 

are not all always appropriate for what we want to say as writers.  In Maths we have started to learn the    

formal method of long division and made great progress with this new and unfamiliar way of dividing!  As 

it is Black History Month, in history we have looked at Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King 

and we had an animated discussion about what a perfect world would look like before writing our own 

versions of the famous "I have a dream," speech.  We are now ready for a relaxing half term! 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1    

Year 2 Minnie   

Year 3  Hayley Hayley 

Sebby 

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

161 124 198 185 

Congratulations to green house for being awarded the most points this term.  This house will have a      

celebration together at the start of next term.   

Junior Parkrun report – 17th October 

 

Although I wasn’t able to make it this week, 19 runners from Team North Hinksey managed to get up to 

Harcourt Hill for the 2km run! Although I can’t comment on how well you all looked, I can still give you a 

mention in this very short report! 

Welcome to Alice for joining for the first time – hopefully you loved and will be back next week!          

Congratulations Andrew – you were first, again; this is becoming a habit! Charlotte was our first girl home 

– well done. Next came Sebbie and it looks as if Ted and Tilly ran round in competition with each other! It 

was a family day out for Evelyn, Beatrix and Morgan, and also Roly and Gil, and Anna and Oscar came 

along as families. Well done Beatrix for your PB! 

Other runners were Megan and Margot, and I am so pleased to see some of the younger members of 

school turning up each week too. Well done Jack and Evie in Year One and Beth and Harriet in Reception. 

I shall be back next week and look forward to seeing you all there! It will be the first Sunday of half-term, 

so it will be a great opportunity to see your friends! I hope you all come along and say a cheery hello and 

give me a great big wave! 



VACANCIES 

Energy Kidz run a breakfast and after-school club at North Hinksey.  They are currently     

advertising for staff at these clubs.   Please click on the below links for more information. 

 

Childcare Setting Manager 

 

Play Activity Leader 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

AMAL MEETS ALICE, 26 OCTOBER, 13:00-15:00 – FREE OUTDOOR EVENT IN OXFORD CITY CENTRE 
  
Little Amal is young refugee girl in giant puppet form. Representing all displaced children, Little Amal is 
travelling over 8,000km across Europe from the Syria-Turkey border to Manchester as part of The Walk. 
On Tuesday 26 October, she’ll arrive in Oxford where she’ll be greeted by Alice in Wonderland, in the 
form of The Story Museum’s own giant puppet, in a procession through the city centre featuring puppet-
ry, music and dance. 
Come and join the story of Amal Meets Alice on a journey of hope through the city. We suggest joining 
the procession at c13:45 at Broad Street Event Space or at c14:30 at Christ Church Meadows. You can find 
out more and view/download an event guide and map via The Story Museum’s website here: https://
www.storymuseum.org.uk/amal 

https://junioradventuresgroup.livevacancies.co.uk/#/job/details/662
https://junioradventuresgroup.livevacancies.co.uk/#/job/details/658
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/amal
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/amal




Monday 1st November Start of Term 2  

Tuesday 2nd November Year 2 trip to Waddesdon Manor  

Wednesday 3rd November Governing Body Resources Committee Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 3rd November 

Reading Workshop for parents (how we teach reading, 

including phonics and how parents can support at home).  

Suitable for parents of children in Reception, 1 and 2. 

Virtual  6-7pm 

Monday 8th November 
Year 6 visit to Oxford Mosque—more information to    

follow 

During the 

school day 

Friday 12th November Swimming starts again for Year 5 (5 weeks)  

Monday 15th—Thursday 18th 

November 

Bikeability sessions for children in Year 6 who handed in 

forms last term 
 

W/C 15th November Parents evenings—more information to follow  

Wednesday 17th November 
Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic 

expectation and how we prepare children) 
Virtual 6-7pm 

Wednesday 24th November Governing Body Learning & Teaching Committee Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday 24th November 
Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic 

expectation and how we prepare children) 
Virtual 6-7pm 

Wednesday 1st December Christmas lunch  

Monday 6th December Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 16th December Y1&2 Christmas Service in St Lawrence  

Friday 17th December Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service in St Peter & St Paul  

Friday 17th December End of term 1pm 

Term dates for 2021-22, and provisional dates for 2022-23, are available on the school website.  Please 

click here for a link. 

DATES—AUTUMN TERM 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

