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TERM 5

VALUE: FORGIVENESS
SCHOOL UPDATES

EXCITING NEWS
I am so pleased to be able to share with you the lovely news that Mrs Keyte is expecting her first baby in
October. I will keep you updated regarding cover for Mrs Keyte in due course. I am sure you will join me
in wishing Mrs Keyte and her husband congratulations on this exciting news.
COVID
If anyone in your household has COVID-19 symptoms, the whole household must isolate and the person
with symptoms must have a PCR test. Self-isolation for the whole household only finishes if the PCR test
is confirmed negative. Please refer to the attached letter from Oxfordshire County Council for more

information regarding PCR tests, lateral flow tests and when to self-isolate. This letter is also available on
the front page of the school website.
CLASS PHOTOS
On Tuesday 25th May each class will have a group photo taken.

We will send out information about

ordering photos when available.
PARKING
If you have any concerns regarding parking outside the school, please report to the local neighbourhood
police team by phoning 101 or online https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reportparkedvehicle

We appreciate how frustrating parking issues are but we do not have any power to enforce any parking
restrictions outside of school and urge you to report issues to the relevant authorities as appropriate.
HOLIDAY CLUB
You can now book places on the Club Energy half-term club taking place at school on Parentmail. This is
taking place on the Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am—3pm, £25 per day.
BOOKSHELVES
Silver—Qasim (4), Sophie (6)

LEARNING THIS WEEK
Reception had a lovely morning in Forest School this week,
looking closely for creatures and using identification guides to
find out what they were. We spotted different slugs, snails,
spiders, shield bugs, soldier beetles, caterpillars and ants!
In the class in maths we have been learning our doubles up to
double 5. We used our fingers to help and could see how the
fingers needed to match on each hand. We have been copying
patterns of spots on ladybirds and butterflies to help too. Our
new sound this week is -oo look at a book, and we can now spot
the 'poo at the zoo' or a 'look at a book' digraph in our words clever!
Dinosaurs have been rumbling around the classroom again as we finished painting our clay dinosaurs and
have written some 'fascinating facts' about our favourite ones. Did you know a T-Rex had 50 sharp teeth
and an ankylosaurus had stones in its tummy to help it digest its food? Neither did we until this week!
Ahoy me hearties! In Year 1 this week, we set sail on our class ship ‘The Bone Crusher’! In maths, we
worked really harrrd on doubling and halving numbers to 20. In English, we started reading our new class
text Treasure Island and have done a fantastic job up levelling simple sentences into interesting ones
using lots of description. In PSHE, we learnt about lots of different healthy and unhealthy foods and what
a balanced diet looks like. In PE we did lots of small team games as preparation for tennis, including
making ourselves into trees, spiders, pirate ships using only our bodies. In geography we learnt about
rotation, referring to the cardinal points of a compass, however we noticed a lot of us couldn't tell our
lefts from our rights… feel free to practice this at home. Finally, we designed our own gold coins for our
treasure chest in DT, ready to make them next week!
In Year 2, we have been learning how to find fractions of drawn objects. It was especially tricky as the
pictures didn’t sit in an order like an array! We also have started to learn about how ½ is equivalent to
2/4. We loved learning the new maths word. In English, we have been writing our class recipe books for
witches! We have created different types of potions such as one to make you shrink, one to camouflage
you, one to turn everything rainbow coloured and one to turn yourself into an animal. We thought about
different adjectives and adverbs. In the afternoon, we continued to learn about Moses and why people
followed him. We have also been learning about different feelings and how our and other people’s bodies
show these feelings. We have also been learning about comparing our coast with a different country’s
coast.
This week, Year 3 have worked very hard to create their fantastic Flotsam stories full of imagination and
creative language. In maths, we have been focusing on telling the time, recognising half past, quarter to
and past, as well as reading times to the nearest minute. In the afternoons, we have had our engineering
hats on and have finished building our incredible robots. This involved lots of hard work and thinking
about different materials to ensure that the robots had a moving part. On Friday (today), we are having
our Inventor's Day! A massive well done to each team's fantastic landing pod - NASA were very impressed!

This week Year 4 have had fun learning to spell different homophones. To facilitate this, it would be really
useful to practice spelling homophones at homes, for example, ‘missed’ and ‘mist’, ‘bury’ and ‘berry’ and
try to distinguish meaning. In Reading, we have been working hard to develop our inference skills, reasoning why something may have happened and to draw conclusions based on evidence from the text. Our
English lessons this week have been based on poetry, namely writing our own poems, taking inspiration
from one in James and the Giant Peach. We discussed verse, different rhyme schemes, for example AABB
or ABAB, and created our own fantastic creatures to feature in them! In Science this week, we have
continued learning about food chains and applying it to the animals that inhabit the Amazon rainforest.
As well as all of the other exciting things we did this week we also learnt the meaning of: sequence,
algorithm and debug in Computing and worked in collaboration to solve a variety of puzzles online. More
to come on this next week!
Year 4 spent the afternoon on Thursday making felt using merino wool, soap, water and lots of elbow
grease! We layered white merino wool onto bubble wrap, added the coloured layer and then used soapy
water to create friction with the bubble wrap to felt the wool together. The children made felt 'bugs'
linked to our topic 'Help our habitat'. Next week, we will embellish them with buttons, beads, wool and
ribbon. It was very tiring and the classroom went bubbly but it was super fun!

Monday morning in Year 5 started with a bang... the mystery box had disappeared! The investigation
began as the Y5 detectives searched for the missing objects and box around the school. They eventually
found everything, thankfully. Since then, Y5 have interviewed some interesting witnesses about what
they saw that morning, informing them with quotes for their newspaper article releasing next week. In
Maths, our measurement work has included running round the school, weighing different classroom
objects, and taking part in water-based obstacle courses. We have broadened our knowledge of UK cities
and counties and even broadcast the life cycle of an amphibian, for our hero David Attenborough. Finally,
we investigated how easily germs can spread and considered ways to prevent and control the spread of
germs.
This week in Year 6 we have been writing a first person retelling of the story 'The Viewer' by Shaun Tan
and have been practising how to link paragraphs. In maths we have been learning about how to approach
a range of reasoning problems and how to select the correct method when answering them. In PSHE
we've been talking about money! And more importantly, the different types of payments that you can
make and how we might use different these to pay for different items whilst maintaining a budget! We've
also been undertaking a class project which culminated in a big cook out on Thursday, where we cooked
healthy meals, that we had designed, outside on camping stoves. It was brilliant fun with mixed results in
terms of taste!

Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun 9th May.

We were very lucky with the weather this week as Sunday dawned bright and
quite warm too! 88 runners turned up and 22 came from Team North Hinksey!
Welcome to Sammy, our only official first-timer this week – we hope you
enjoyed it, and Aaditri is listed as a first-timer but I know you tried it last week
and obviously enjoyed it so much you came back with a barcode! Congratulations to Eliza for getting your blue wristband - 11 parkruns completed already,
and a new PB too! Well done Samuel for coming home first again and
congratulations also to Reuben and Adam for new PBs this week.
Not too many PBs this week, but that is not only what Parkrun is all about!
Coming along, taking part, doing your best on the day and enjoying yourself in
the fresh air with lots of likeminded others is just as important! As tail-walker I
didn’t get to see you all finish, but I saw some of you lapping me and you
looked really strong with excellent pace!
I was impressed with our youngest runners, Katy, Caelan, Evie, Reuben and
Finlay, and I saw Florian and Ishmael too even though you are not in the
results. Seb, William, Sammy, Isobel and Anna all came home within seconds of
each other, as did Margot and Adam, and Eliza and Cleo! It looks as if you were
having a lovely chatty run with your friends! Juan, Dylan and Romelo finished
well and a final well done to Andrew – 2 seconds off your PB!
I hope I mentioned everyone I saw but in case I missed you, pop along and see
me at school so I can look out for you next week.
Would YOU like a mention in the school run report? If so, come along to
Brookes Sports Centre on Sunday for 9am. If you want a time, ask a grown-up
to register you, then print out your barcode and just turn up - it really is that
easy! Go to www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors for more details. Next
week I will be a marshal, standing on a corner somewhere cheering you all as
you zoom past me! Do say hello as you go past or if you see me (Mrs Claxton)
before or after the event!

OX CLEAN
Ox CleanSpring Clean 2021 is happening! Join the Big Saturday Clean-Up.
Register now for one (or all) of 3 Saturday Clean-Up days May 29th, June 5th
or June 12th.

https://www.oxclean.org.uk/

SUNFLOWER CHALLENGE
Together TV is inviting everyone to join its Sunflower Challenge by sending out 100,000
FREE sunflower seeds, arranged in 10,000 special kits including a weekly calendar for you
to hang to your fridge to keep an eye on your progress. Don’t worry if you’re new to
gardening, we’ll be helping you grow the sunflower along the way with exclusive video
content from The Instant Gardener Danny Clarke!
For more information, click here.

Matthew Arnold Summer School
All children in Year 6 starting at Matthew Arnold in September
will be invited to the Transition Summer School at Matthew
Arnold. Due to specific Government funding it will be free for all
students to attend for one week.
Week 1: 9th - 13th August
Week 2: 16th - 20th August
All parents/carers will be receiving information in their welcome
packs from Matthew Arnold before half term.

DATES
Tuesday 25th May

Class group photos

Friday 28th May

End of Term 5

Tuesday 8th June

Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET
day)

Normal time

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th
Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days
June
Tuesday 15th June

SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson. To
book an appointment, email senco@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk

W/b 28th June

SEN review meetings

TBC

Wednesday 7th July

Matthew Arnold Transition Day

TBC

Tuesday 20th July

SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson. To
book an appointment, email senco@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk

Wednesday 21st July

End of Term 6

1pm

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

