
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 21ST JANUARY 2022 

TERM 3     VALUE: HOPE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Governor Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for a Community Governor to join our Governing Body.  Please do share the            

information with anyone you think may be interested in supporting the school.  We are particularly seek-

ing people with business and/or management experience.  For more information, please click here. 

 

Young Artists Competition 

We have signed up as a school to the Royal Academy of Arts Young Artists Competition.  You can submit 

one piece of artwork by your child, online and at no cost.  There is no theme.  Artwork will be judged by a 

panel of judges and any selected pieces will be shown on the online exhibition.  For more information, 

click here. 

 

Covid 

We continue to experience high levels of positive Covid cases across the school.  Thank you for reporting 

any absences due to Covid on Parentmail and we hope to see children starting to return to school soon.  

Work is available on Google Classroom for any child at home isolating due to Covid. 

 

Skateboarding/Scooter Workshops 

On Thursday 27th January, Years 1 to 6 will be taking part in a skateboarding or scooter workshop during 

the school day.  Please ensure children wear trainers to school so they can take part fully.  

 

Singing 

Year 4 and 5 took part in a singing workshop in school this week.  This was led by Jo Gill who runs the 

West Oxford Young Singers group.  This group takes place on Wednesdays 4-5pm at West Oxford Primary 

School for children aged 7-11.  For more information about joining this group, click here. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/governance.html
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved?_ga=2.209757203.74245987.1642364739-1579960047.1642364739#entering
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-groups/choirs-and-performing-arts/west-oxford-young-singers


Learning this week 

 

In Reception we have been learning about which animals lay eggs, and which animals do 

not lay eggs.  We have really enjoyed using paper mache to make dragon eggs.  In maths 

we have been counting up in tens and thinking about properties of shapes,  In our Read 

Write Inc time our adults were very impressed with our first time at partner talk. 

In Year 1 in English we have been learning about wow words and verbs, particularly how to 

use powerful verbs—ask us for an example of a powerful verb.  In maths we have been 

counting and adding and using counters to help us with this.  In RE we liked learning about 

what God made in the first seven days while in PE we really enjoyed our warm up of Simon 

Says. 

In Year 2 In English we have been learning about adverbs to describe the Egg in the story 

of Egg Drop and we have drawn a story map to help us to write our own story.  In maths 

we have been practising our five times table as well as division. In history we have been 

learning about the seven wonders of the world.  In PE we danced to music and added     

actions to represent what we thought was happening in the music.  Kirill, Melissa & Isaak 

In Year 3 in history we have been learning about dinosaurs. We are really excited to be 

about learning about fossils and dinosaurs.  In English we have been using the Chrome-

books to typing up our stories based on our class book ‘Ocean Meets the Sky’.  In Maths 

we have been learning about measuring lengths—mm, cm, m and km.  We enjoyed sports 

coach this week because we played mini hockey matches. Hannah and Ida 

In Year 4 we have been continuing to learn about the Indus Valley, including what houses 

would have been made out of and placing events on a timeline. In English we have been 

finishing off writing our travel brochures about the Indus Valley.  In maths we are multiply-

ing 2 digit number by 1 digit numbers.  Science has been interesting as we have been 

learning about gases, liquids and solids.  In our violin lesson we have learnt first finger on 

the strings of the violin. We are really enjoying listening to James and the Giant Peach. 

In Year 5 in English we are debating and arguing.  On Thursday we enjoyed poetry with Mrs 

Strange and we have started making an anthology of poems.  In math we have been learn-

ing about angles and we know about acute, obtuse, right angles and reflexes.  We have 

been using protractors.  On Monday we made abstract art and our inspiration was Peter 

Thorpe.  He created some amazing rocket paintings, including Rocket 17.  He used paint 

that people would just throw away and made them into masterpieces.   



In Year 6 this week in maths we have been learning how to work backwards with a formula.  A basic 

question would be: the cost of producing a pack of rubbers is calculated as follows: cost = numbers of 

rubbers x 11p + 6p for the box.  A box of rubbers costs £3.36  How many rubbers are in the box? Firstly, 

you take 6p from £3.36 = £3.30 so £3.30 divided by 11 = 33 so there are 33 rubbers.  Samuel & Wyatt 

In English we learnt how to create atmosphere and tension using our senses and after this we planned 

and wrote a suspense story.  Here is an example by Samuel: His heart raced. Tension pulsed into his 

blood.  Ghastly blood-curdling shapes grew into elusive shadows, floating about the dark background. 

Shrieks and consistent bellowing and clanging echoed inside his ribcage like the beating of wings of a 

trapped bird. ‘Surely.’ Theo thought ‘something has to be there.’ Sinister red eyes and white souls 

seemed to drift away into a distant felling or dancing into dreams.  Unable to dismiss the presence of 

another life-form in the room. His widened eyes held a sense of fear locked like a locket. He could smell 

the sharp sniff of a ghost. Sweating with eerie fright, he backed onto his chair trying to pull himself away 

from danger but all he felt was the cold fingers of a hand! Heart racing, he screamed. 

For history this term we have been learning about the Black Death in 1348.  We made posters.  Here is 

an example by Wyatt: 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1   Jack 

Katy 

Year 2  Minnie  

Year 3    

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

50 42 43 60 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE 

This week we have been thinking about how we can link our learning to our school values of faith, hope 

and love.  We thought about the story of Stone Soup and how this links to hope and also listened to a 

story from the Bible with Esther, who held onto hope through hard times. 

Question to talk about as a family: 

What do you do at home that links to the school values of faith, hope and love? 



Well done to Shayan, pictured here with Mark Lygo, Lord Mayor of Oxford, who was part of the launch of 

the new Oxford City Larder at West Oxford Community Centre, open 4-7pm every Friday.  For more infor-

mation, click here. 

Junior Parkrun Report – 16th January 2022 

It was touch and go as to whether parkrun would happen this week as the fog was incredibly thick at one 

point, but the marshals could just about see the next one in line so we carried on! 66 intrepid runners turned 

out and 18 were from Team North Hinksey – well done! 

4 PBs this week – well done Harriet, Anna, Gil and Megan (who also collected her 50th wristband – wow!) It 

was lovely to see some old faces back after a long hiatus too, so welcome back Margot and Dylan!  

As a marshal you can usually see the whole field, but this week I could only see the children as they ran past 

me at that point only, so I have absolutely no idea how the rest of your runs went, but I spotted a lovely group 

chat going on with Ted, Neo, Santiago and Oscar.  Roly, Andrew and Seb were looking very determined and 

Juno and Edmund were giving their dads a run for their money!  Every time Jack went past me, he seemed to 

be having a power-up as he went into zoom-mode and I was very pleased to be able to cheer Katy and Idris 

over the finish line at the end. 

Congratulations to all the adults who managed to keep up with their children!  

Adults - would you be able to spare 30 minutes on a Sunday morning to come and volunteer? Every week 

we are struggling at the last minute to fill the roster, and we are sometimes almost at the point of calling it off 

due to the lack of volunteers.  

If YOU want to come along and run, why not just turn up? Be there for 8.45am newbie chat, then join in the 

warm-up, before trotting, running, jogging, hopping, galloping or walking around the field!  All the details are 

on the website https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/ 

I can’t wait to see you there, sometime this month perhaps as your new year’s resolution? Go on, you know 

you want to! 

https://www.sofea.uk.com/purpose-projects/community-larder/community-larder-locations/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/


COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a number of family events running 

at the Museum of Natural History in Oxford.   

 

 

For more information, click here. 

https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/events


Thursday 27th January 
Skateboarding/scooter workshops for Years 1 to 6.        

Children need to wear trainers. 
 

Week beginning 31st January 
Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Friday 4th February Year 3 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th February Year 3 Archaeology Day   

Tuesday 8th February 
Reception & Year 6 heights and weights (please see 

Parentmail sent on 18th January) 
 

Friday 11th February Reception sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th Febru-

ary 
No Club Energy clubs this week  

Tuesday 15th February 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot 
 

Thursday 17th February Planetarium dome in school for Y5 & Y6  

Thursday 17th February 
Vision screening for Reception children—more infor-

mation to follow 
 

Friday 18th February Year 4 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 18th February End of term Normal time 

Monday 28th February Start of Term 4  

Friday 4th March Year 2 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th March Swimming starts for Year 4 (5 weeks)  

Friday 11th March Year 1 sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 22nd March Whole school storytelling festival—parents invited 
During the 

afternoon 

Week beginning 4th April Year 3 and 4 performance TBC 

DATES 

mailto:senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk


Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

Friday 6th May Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


