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TERM 2      VALUE: THANKFULNESS 

 
SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  

Although it may be a little early to be thinking about Christmas, we will be making the lunch on Thursday 

17th December a little more festive and children are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper, or any other 

Christmas themed item, to school on that day.  The lunch will be available to order on Parentmail as     

usual, and we will not be asking for a donation for the Christmas jumper day. 

We know some children like to exchange cards at Christmas, but this year we ask that you just send in 

one card for the whole class from your child that will go up on display.  This is because we are still working 

within the Government Guidance for schools and minimising items that are brought between home and 

school.  Thank you for your understanding. 

PE KITS 

Thank you for sending your child in with PE kits on the appropriate day(s).  Please note that children are 

taking part in PE outside so clothing must be appropriate for this with jogging bottoms or leggings with a 

warm jumper being most suitable.  You can order a school hoodie from Price and Buckland and this would 

be ideal for PE days.   

UNIFORM 

On non-PE days we still expect children to be wearing appropriate school uniform.  If children are cold in 

the classroom due to increased ventilation, please ensure they wear additional layers under normal      

uniform.  If you purchase a new school hoodie from Price and Buckland, this can be worn as school       

uniform. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for continuing to support our school arrangements to keep everyone as safe as possible.  We 

would appreciate it if you could not stay to chat to each other on the school site at drop-off or pick-up. 

COMMUNICATION 

We appreciate you emailing rather than phoning the office as we cannot always guarantee there will be 

somebody available to answer the phone at the moment.  Emails to the office email address are          

monitored throughout the school day. 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

In Reception Molly the Sheepdog is herding sheep to help us recognise and learn number bonds to 5. We 

are practising u and y as our new sounds and letter patterns in phonics. Our room has however,              

unfortunately been infested with tarantulas in webs as we learn about Asian rainforest creatures! Piet 

Mondrian has been our influence this week for our rhino art! 

This week Year 1 has been learning about whole - models in maths and they have been writing their own 

version of Jack and The Dancing Trees in English.  We have been learning the common weather symbols 

and used them in our Weather Diaries, we also recorded the effect of seasonal weather on trees through 

drawings.  We continue to build up or line dance, we will soon know the whole routine.  Plus, we went to 

the outdoor classroom to make woodland animals from leaves.  

This week Year 2 have been learning to share in maths by using manipulatives and drawings to tell the 

maths story. In English we have read 'How to Catch a Star' by Oliver Jeffers we then caught our very own 

stars to look after at home. We were using adjectives to describe our stars. In topic we have had a virtual 

visitor tell us all about school in the 1960s we learnt somethings were the same but some were very 

different. We also have started a class competition to design Mrs Burson a new dress which is inspired by 

1960s fashion and design.   

In English, Year 3 are writing their stories based on The Raft by Jim LaMarche in English. They have also 

learnt about prepositions, and how they can be used to give the reader extra information about where 

something is happening. In maths, Year 3 have been thinking about different methods for subtraction - 

informal counting on and back, and formal column subtraction. They have also been using their problem 

solving skills to explore which method is the best for different problems. In topic, the children have been 

exploring the features of rivers, as well as identifying the stages of the water cycle in geography and     

science. In history, they listened to the story of The Princess Who Hid in a Tree by Jackie Holderness -        

a story which explores who Saint Frideswide is, and why she is so important to oxford. Year 3 have also 

been very creative this week, designing buildings in the neoclassical architectural style in art, and            

analysing and evaluating Christmas stockings in DT. 

Year 4 have had a fun week. On Monday and Tuesday, we had our Speech Days trying to persuade the 

class to vote to put someone we admire into a Hall of Fame. The whole class presented. It was great to 

see all children confidently speak up and be heard so clearly. It is great to see them grow in their resili-

ence. David Attenborough, Marcus Rashford and Captain Tom have all be placed in with David Walliams 

and Jesse Owens. We started some new work based on the Greek myth of Theseus and the Minotaur. In 

maths we have been busy trying with 1 and 2 step problems. It was really hard. We are great finding to-

tals and change and are learning to spot the two things you need to do to solve a problem. We are still 

reading Kensuke's Kingdom in reading time but this week reached an important point in the story. The 

children have shown real empathy and their inference skills have been great.  This week we have been 

looking at different sources to find out the role of women mainly in World War 2 and why we should be 

thankful to these unsung heroes.  They found out that women did a variety of jobs such as: mechanics, 

engineers, tank drivers, building ships, working in factories making bombs and aircraft parts, air raid war-

dens, driving fire engines, plumbers, ambulance drivers, WRVS volunteers and nurses.   Also, we are very 

grateful for Andrew's mum who sent in some lovely information via email and a book written by her Great 

aunt, Evelyn Diett who was a land girl from the young age of  16 and 1/2 years. 



BOOKSHELVES ACHIEVEMENTS THIS WEEK 

Bronze— Edie (6), Charlotte (4), Freddie (4), Oliver (1), Eliza (1) 
 

 

Year 1 Grace 

Thank you to Year 1 for writing this lovely Grace 

this week, linked to our value of the term 

‘thankfulness’. 

Dear God,  

Thank you for all our food 

Thank you for the seeds that grow into our food  

Thank you for the food we like and is healthy for us 

Thank you for our celebration treats  

Amen 

This week in Year 5, in maths, we have been practicing and mastering long multiplication and short divi-

sion. In English, we have been writing newspaper articles all about Nelson Mandela's release from prison, 

using brackets and relative clauses. We investigated which material is best for a parachute and the forces 

involved in science, compared the geography of South Africa to Haiti and joined in with some South Afri-

can A cappella music.   

 

This week Year 6 have been continuing their fractions learning, converting between and adding mixed 

numbers and improper fractions. In English they have been researching different explorers and having a 

debate as to whom they believe is the greatest, as well as perfecting the art of using semi-colons and co-

lons. In the afternoons they have been learning how to keep themselves safe online, discussing how oth-

ers aren't always as they present themselves.  

Year 4 Grace 

Thank you to Evelyn for writing this lovely Grace 

this week, linked to our value of the term 

‘thankfulness’. 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the tasty food we eat 

Let us remember that some people don’t have 

food 

And we need to be grateful 

Amen 



WELLBEING 

I thought I would update you on some strategies we are using in school to support all the children’s emotional wellbeing. You 

may like to try some of these ideas at home.  

Thankful boxes or gratitude boxes 

These are boxes where children write what they are thankful for inside the box. Children have shared thank s for friends, food 

and being safe. Some classes have completed this as paper chains which shows how our thanks are growing. This is a really nice 

thing to do over a meal.  

Filling each other’s bucket 

This is an idea we use where each child had a metaphorical bucket and we need to do nice things for them and say nice things 

to them to ‘fill their bucket’. We know when our buckets are full we feel better about ourselves. This can be done individually 

or as a group.  

Class shout 

This is where different members of the class celebrate what they have noticed about other members of the class. Eg I saw 

****** has tried hard at ******** today. This can also be completed using the frame, ‘***** is special because…..’. You might 

try this before bedtime or over dinner.  

Kindness Trees 

This is used to celebrate acts of kindness in a class. Each kind act is written on a leaf and displayed on the tree.  

Learning about different emotions 

Some classes have learnt that different emotions feel different and so that we can recognise those feelings. They have learnt 

some strategies to manage each feeling.  

Mad, bad, glad 

At the end of the day, some classes are asked what has made you mad today, made you glad today and what has been bad 

today.  These are then discussed to decide ways we could manage those different events. At home, you might ask: 

What has been the best part of your day? 

What has been the biggest surprise of your day? 

What has disappointed you today?  

This can be applied to any emotion! 

Grounding activities 

When children have heightened emotions, we teach then strategies to soothe themselves so they can regulate their own emo-

tions. Here are a few ways: 

Square breathing- this is where you follow the lines of a square breathing in and out as you change side. You go slower 

each time you go around the square. 

Finger breathing- this is where you follow the shape of your hand and breathe in as the fingers go up, and out as the fin-

gers go down. You go slower for each finger. 

Giving themselves a squeeze- this is where their arms cross their body and squeeze themselves really tight and then re-

lease themselves. This is repeated several times. 

Senses- children concentrate on one sense at a time and focus completely on what they can see, smell, taste etc. Some-

times, we look for 5 things we can see, 4 things we can hear, 3 things we can touch, 2 things we can smell and 1 thing 

we could taste.  

Worry boxes 

Each class has a worry box. If a child puts a worry in, the teacher responds to it and helps them overcome the worry. This might 

be an idea to have at home, especially for use before bed when it is a good idea to get rid of them.  

If you try any of these strategies at home, and they are particularly useful, then please do contact us. We would love to hear. 



Family Wellbeing Advent Challenge  

For advent this year, why not try to choose 24 things to do as a family which you enjoy and then do one every day 
of advent. It could be playing a game, going for a walk, making a special foodie treat or watching a Christmas TV 
Special. The important thing is that all the treats are things you enjoy. You could record it in each square as a 
memory.  

Alternatively, parents and carers, you could do this just for yourselves!  

  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  
  
  
  

      

Christingle 

For some resources for Christingle at home, click here. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/christingle_at_home_resource.pdf


Dear parents/Carers, 

After what's been a difficult time of late, I thought it would be a great idea to bring some 

Christmas cheer your way and at the same time raise some funds for the school! As there 

won't be a Christmas Bazaar this year, we will all need to make our lives extra Christmassy 

and what better way to do that than to wear a Christmas jumper?!  

I am asking for donations of Christmas jumpers, Children, Women and Men. I am currently 

making a webpage where pictures of all the donations will be uploaded. You can then 

browse the shop and buy your favourite jumper. All proceeds will go to the school. 

How will it work? 

Drop your donations outside the school office for me to collect (by 27th November which 

will leave 3 days for quarantine). I will upload a picture onto the website. You'll get a mes-

sage when the website is up and running. Go to the webpage, browse the jumpers and 

buy your favourites. Orders will start being handed out from the 1st December and can be 

picked up from outside the school office in a named plastic bag.  

I'll look forward to seeing everyone's Christmas jumpers!   

Any questions please email eloise-hsa@goodhand.ca 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Club Energy will be running a club in school on 21st, 22nd and 23rd December, 9am—3pm, £25 per day.  This will 

be fully refunded if it not able to run due to COVID restrictions.  You can book a place now on Parentmail. 

Museum of Natural History 

For information about an online, interactive adventure with the Museum of Natural History, click here. 

Tech Camp 

For information about a Christmas Tech Camp, click here. 

https://oumnh.web.ox.ac.uk/mystery-at-the-museum
https://nextthing.education/product/leatherhead-christmas-camp/?utm_source=Leatherhead+Host+and+Local&utm_medium=Website&utm_campaign=Leatherhead+Host+and+Local




DATES 

Wednesday 25th November Learning & Teaching Governors Committee meeting 6pm 

W/b 30th November 
Some parents will receive an invitation for an additional 
teacher/parent meeting 

TBC 

Wednesday 2nd December Resources Governors Committee meeting 2pm 

Wednesday 9th December Full Governing Body meeting 7pm 

Friday 11th December 
Closing date for entries for the Lockdown Reading       
Challenge 

 

Thursday 17th December Christmas lunch & Christmas jumper day  

Friday 18th December End of Term 2 
1pm (may be 
staggered TBC) 

Tuesday 5th January 
Start of Term 3 for children (Monday 4th January is an 
INSET day) 

 

Friday 12th February End of Term 3 Normal time 

Monday 22nd February Start of Term 4  

W/b 8th March Parents’ evenings TBC 

W/b 22nd March SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 31st March End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 19th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday  

W/b 10th May Year 6 SATs  

Friday 28th May End of Term 5 Normal time 

Tuesday 8th June 
Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET 
day) 

 

W/b 28th June SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/term_dates_2020-21.pdf

