NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 1ST OCTOBER 2021
TERM 1

VALUE: LOVE

SCHOOL INFORMATION
LUNCHES
I am sure you are aware the food supply chain is currently experiencing shortages and there are warnings
in place from food and farming industries who report the situation may well worsen in the run up to
Christmas. Food shortages will likely affect The School Lunch Company business operations at times and
it may be necessary to implement short notice changes to menus. We will do our best to keep you
informed of any changes in advance and the School Lunch Company will ensure healthy and nutritious
alternative meal choices will always be delivered.

APPROPRIATE CLOTHING
It has become colder and wetter recently. Classrooms can be quite cool as we are keeping windows open
for ventilation. Therefore, children are welcome to wear warm layers underneath their uniform, as we
did last year. Long sleeved thermal vests work particularly well.
We will be going outside at break times even if it is raining so children must have a waterproof coat every
day. Classes will also be using the field so sensible, sturdy shoes must be worn as the grass can become
muddy.

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
Parents/carers of children in Year 6 can now apply online for secondary school places. The deadline for
applications is 31st October 2021.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications/makeapplication

GOVERNING BODY
We currently have a vacancy on the Governing Body for a Community Governor. Please do pass the
information on to anyone you think may be interested. More information is available on the school
website, click here for a link.

PLANS FOR THE YEAR
We have so many great things taking place in school, and plans for the year ahead, and thought it would
be helpful to share some of them with you.
Collective Worship
We are back to almost normal with collective worship, giving children the opportunity to join together as
a whole school, and split into key stages. We are also pleased that two classes each week are visiting St
Lawrence Church for collective worship. Later in the year we hope to hold some Christmas services in St
Peter & Paul (Key Stage 2) and St Lawrence (Key Stage 1).
Lunches
We are all really enjoying the children eating their lunch in the hall, both school dinners and packed
lunches. Reception come in first, then 1 and 2 together, 3 and 4 together and 5 and 6 together. This
ensures all the children have plenty of time to eat and play every lunchtime.
Music Lessons
This year we have bought into whole class lessons with the Oxfordshire Music Service, and Year 4 are
therefore currently all learning to play the violin. We have also managed to provide a space in school for
Oxfordshire Music Service to teach lessons for keyboards and guitar.
Buddy Times
We have re-introduced classes linking up with each other for regular ‘buddy time’. So far Reception have
met Year 3 and Year 1 have met Year 4. Year 2 and Year 5 are planning to meet together soon.
Clubs

We are pleased Energy Kidz have settled in well to school and there is a good uptake of places. As this
has worked well, we were then able to offer the three after-school sports clubs for this term. We hope to
extend the range of clubs even further after half term.
Sports
We are keen to promote sports for the whole school and already have some visitors booked between
now and Christmas to visit and share information about local community sports clubs. We will be
welcoming Chance to Shine cricket in with free cricket lessons during the school day for Years 1, 3, 4 and
6 throughout Term 2. Chance to Shine will also be training Year 5 to become playground young leaders.
Club Energy continue to provide weekly sports coaching for Years 2, 3, 4 and 6, as well as setting up sports
at lunchtimes twice a week. Year 5 are currently swimming weekly and this will change to Year 4 after
Christmas, then Year 6 after Easter. Each class will swim for 10 weeks in total.
We have signed up to the Vale Primary PE offer; including training for staff and competitive events for
some children to take part in against other schools. We have also signed up for the West Oxfordshire
Schools Partnership sports offer, enabling us to take part in sports events with other local primary
schools. More information about these events will be sent out in due course.
Trips and Visitors
Teachers are all keen to offer trips for children, and invite visitors in to school, where this enhances
curriculum learning. We will be seeking appropriate opportunities throughout the year so please do look
out for information about your child’s class.

Residentials
Year 6 have successfully completed their three–day residential to Magdalen Farm. We have booked a residential for Year 5 (25th—27th April 2022) and an overnight stay for Year 4 (20th May 2022). We also
hope to invite all of Year 2 and Year 3 to camp overnight on the school field in the summer term. More
information about these events will be sent home nearer the time
Houses
All children are in one of our four houses: red, yellow, green and blue (Reception children will be told
about their house later in the term). Points are awarded for demonstrating the school values and
excellent learning. Children are given a coloured token when they are awarded a point and place this in
the house points box in the hall. At the end of term there will be an additional playtime for the house
with the most points. Year 6 have been offered the opportunity to apply to become a House Parent for
2021-22.
OUR VISION
To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through
developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.
OUR VALUES
The school values are faith, hope and love. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love. Corinthians 13:13

VALUE OF THE TERM: LOVE
This week we reflected in collective worship about love at harvest time and how we are thankful for the
food we eat every day. We learnt about the Jewish festival of Sukkot and were also lucky enough to
welcome Dr Saman Jamshidifard to tell us about the Botley Community Larder. Year 1 and 2 visited St
Lawrence and Revd Clare discussed ‘The Golden Rule part 1: Love God with your heart, soul, mind and
strength, Mark 12.30.’ Years 3 to 6 used pictures by Charlie Macksey to think more about what love
means, as did Years 1 and 2 last week.

Some questions to talk about as a family
1) How many people help to make sure you have food to eat?

2) How do you show love to others?
SAFETY FOCUS
The Online Together Project
This interactive tool has been designed by Internet Matters and Samsung to help all young people, their
parents and carers, to develop critical thinking skills and encourage a positive and inclusive culture
online.
https://www.internetmatters.org/the-online-together-project/

LEARNING THIS WEEK

This week Reception have been learning about spiders and the wonderful job they do. We have learnt
that the biggest spiders don't actually live in the UK, even though some of our native spiders seem pretty
big to us! Our paper plate spiders are taking shape as we have added woollen webs and as soon as we
have stuck their googly eyes on, we promise you a photo!
In maths we are counting accurately up to 20, and this week we have learnt how to write the number 2
correctly, thinking about where to start, where to end and which direction to go in; it is actually harder
than you think! Our rhyme to help us is 'round the back of the railway track, two two, two two'!
We have become AMAZING in phonics and can read and write several letters correctly. BUT, not only
that.... drum roll please..... we have read our first words this week too by blending the sounds together!
Tada! We are VERY proud of ourselves! This week 'it', next week 'supercalifragilisticexpialidocious'! Just
watch this space.....!

Year 1 went on a great school trip to Farmer Gows. We had time to hold the chicks, feed the goats /
sheep / calves, collect eggs and box eggs. They played in the adventure playground and on the tractors,
plus enjoyed a treasure hunt amongst the hay bales. As a class they were fantastic ambassadors for North
Hinksey Primary. Thank you to everyone involved in the trip and helping it run so smoothly.
In class, we answered the question, What came first, the chicken or the egg? In maths, we have been
ordering objects and numbers, started to use number lines, and continued to use vocabulary such as
'greater than' correctly. In English, we have been exploring non-fiction books and use that knowledge to
write their own books about our Farmer Gows school trip. In music, we are learning to listen carefully to
music and express how it makes us feel. See maths homework for our new PE skill.

In Year 2 we have been reading ‘Bad Panda’ by Swapna Haddow and have been designing our own Panda
Enclosures to entertain (and keep inside!) the rotter of a grotter of a panda that is ‘Lin’ (the main
character in the story). We also enjoyed watching live video from some Giant Panda enclosures in zoos
around the world. In maths, we have been learning about lots of different to represent our number bonds
to 20, we’re getting very good at them! In English, we wrote alternative endings to Little Red Riding Hood
including some where Little Red fights back and some where they make friends! We have also taken part
in Waddesdon Manor’s lantern project where we decorated some lanterns that will be hung up as part of
their Christmas lights nights. We drew Christmas themed pictures, showed a journey that we wanted to
go on and drew some brilliant pictures of Marble Arch as their theme this year is the River Thames.

This week, Year 3 have started to write their brilliant non-chronological reports using lots of amazing
writing skills. In maths, they have demonstrated their understanding of place value by finding 10 and
100 more and less and applying this knowledge to problem solving activities. On Wednesday, Year 3
were whisked away to the farm on a Harvest pizza quest where they learnt where the ingredients of
cheese and dough come from. Year 3 were also very lucky to witness a calf being born at a dairy farm!
Following this session, the children designed their own harvest pizzas in preparation for cooking. In
science, the children have been investigating the purpose of a skeleton and thinking about how different
creatures may have their skeleton on the inside or outside of their bodies. In DT, Year 3 have begun the
process of creating their animal masks with papier-mache - creating the shape of their animal's face in
readiness for painting next week.
This week, Year 4 have been getting to grips with Roman numerals in Maths, investigating how the
Roman number system worked and how it is different to the number system we use today. In Science,
we investigated how different shaped ears affect hearing in humans and animals and made 'ear cones'
to test our hypothesis. In topic, we continued our Roman work by creating mosaics on the laptops,
practising our keyboard shortcuts and we also did lots of research to make fact cards for Roman gods
and goddesses. In English, we wrote our radio adverts for a gladiator match and will record them today.
The class have worked really hard on them and have used lots of persuasive devices to draw in their
listeners. After listening to them all, I wish we really did have a gladiator match to see!
Year 5 have had a busy week, going back in time to explore the original, alliterative verse of Beowulf
and looking at the modern English translations of the poem. We listened to a reading of the poem in old
English and considered the etymology of words. In lessons, we have been getting into character and
acting out scenes between Beowulf and Hrothgar. They have really enjoyed considering what life would
have been like for the Geats and Danes in 6th Century, Scandinavia. In Maths, we have been comparing
and ordering numbers to a million, identifying nearest 10,000 and 100,000, working with Roman
numerals as well as completing chilli challenge word problems. In History, we have explored how Britons
rebelled against the invaders in 500AD and the establishment of new territories and Anglo-Saxon life. In
Computing, Year 5 have worked in pairs and trios to create a Maths quiz algorithm. They initially
planned their quiz on paper before moving to Scratch online to build their animations. We have
focussed on debugging algorithms, using conditionals and loops in our code. We also had the chance to
use Scratch Jr on iPads this week and compared the features with the online version. This was lots of
fun! In Music, we have been rehearsing, ‘We are the Anglo-Saxons’, focussing on melody and harmony
and acting out a scene from Anglo-Saxon times.
Year 6 started off the week writing thank you letters to Magdalen Farm to thank the staff there for the
fantastic residential visit we had last week. There is still much talk about those chickens and piglets! We
then moved on to retell one of the stories from 1001 Nights - stories which originated in ancient Persia,
making sure we used a range of writing features including punctuated speech, colons and sparkling sentences. In history we compared Anglo Saxon England to ancient Baghdad and concluded that with free
medical care, highly developed medicine, books, early air conditioning. a rubbish collection service and a
city with bath houses, parks, gardens and fountains, ancient Baghdad was a pretty awesome place to
live!

ACHIEVEMENTS
BOOKSHELVES

Bronze
Year 1

Katy

Year 2

Olivia

Year 3

Emily

Silver

Gold

58

66

Anja
Year 4

Edie

Year 5
Year 6

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS

63

58

Well done to Lucy Monks (Year 4). All through summer Lucy has been raising money for three charities by
doing a reading challenge, reading 26 books in 26 weeks! Lucy has raised £450 so far, split across three
charities: Prostate Cancer Research, Food for Charities and The Plunkett Foundation. This is a great
achievement and an amazing amount of money raised.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

BOTLEY COMMUNITY LARDER
The Botley Community Larder utilises surplus food from supermarkets and wholesalers and is great way
of reducing food wastage. We have signed up to this as a school and always look forward to our weekly
delivery. For more information, and to find out how to join, click here.

West Oxford Young Singers - a brand new choir for your
child

Does your child enjoy singing? Would they like to sing with
children from other schools and perform in concerts? Oxfordshire County Music Service are hoping to start a brand
new Young Singers choir in West Oxford. The choir will
meet at West Oxford Primary School on Wednesdays from
4-5pm in term time, and be open to children in school years
3-6. We will sing a wide range of songs as well as developing the children's singing and wider musical skills. There will
be regular performance opportunities, including joining
together with other Music Service choirs and ensembles.
The choir will be led by two experienced teachers from the
County Music Service and will cost £4.50 per session. We
plan to have our first practice on 15th October, and children are welcome to come for a trial session before committing. If your child would like to give the choir a try,
please contact Jo Gill - jo.gill@oxfordshire.gov.uk

DATES—AUTUMN TERM
W/C 4th October

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational
Needs Register

Wednesday 13th October

Governing Body Faith Committee Meeting

7pm

Monday 18th—Thursday 21st Bikeability sessions for children in Year 5 and 6 who
October
handed in forms last term
Friday 22nd October

End of term

Normal time

Monday 1st November

Start of Term 2

Tuesday 2nd November

Year 2 trip to Waddesdon Manor—more information to
follow

Wednesday 3rd November

Governing Body Resources Committee Meeting

Wednesday 3rd November

Reading Workshop for parents (how we teach reading,
including phonics and how parents can support at home). Virtual 6-7pm
Suitable for parents of children in Reception, 1 and 2.

Friday 12th November

Swimming starts again for Year 5 (5 weeks)

W/C 15th November

Parents evenings—more information to follow

Wednesday 17th November

Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic
expectation and how we prepare children)

Wednesday 24th November

Governing Body Learning & Teaching Committee Meeting 7pm

Wednesday 24th November

Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic
expectation and how we prepare children)

Wednesday 1st December

Christmas lunch

Monday 6th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

Thursday 16th December

Y1&2 Christmas Service in St Lawrence

Friday 17th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service in St Peter & St Paul

Friday 17th December

End of term

7pm

Virtual 6-7pm

Virtual 6-7pm

7pm

1pm

Term dates for 2021-22, and provisional dates for 2022-23, are available on the school website. Please
click here for a link.

