
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER  19TH MARCH 2021 

TERM 4     VALUE: COMPASSION 

 LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception 

We have launched into our topic with gusto, learning 

about some of the architectural features of castles and 

creating a lovely display in the classroom already! In 

maths we can identify teen numbers and make them 

with Numicon, our personal calculators and place value 

cards!   We also spent the week reminding ourselves of 

some tricky digraphs whilst watching the very naughty    

Geraldine the Giraffe on a phonics hunt for the      

different sounds. Forest School has been muddy but 

fun as we became Nature Detectives, spotting signs of 

spring!  A very busy week in Reception! 

Year 1 

Monday was a lovely day and a great start to the week, the weather was on our side and it felt like spirits 

were up.  We talked quite a lot about what the class had enjoyed so much about home learning – the 

main reason is that they were with their loved ones and treats was a close second!  We went on to talk 

about what could and couldn’t be emulated at school.  The class is now working towards a treat morning 

at the end of term…all they have to do is get at least 10/12 smiley faces…earning one per day base on kind 

playtimes and Otter learning. Miss Horsfall/Mrs Orchard are the judges!    

Children have settled back in to the learning routines well and many are showing they are engaged 

too.  We are agreeing behaviours they need to improve so last week it was ensuring everyone was playing 

and involved in games, if they wanted to be.  This week we are being aware of our volume so encouraging 

children not to be loud inside when people are working, and not to scream and shout (outside) because it 

is unpleasant and could distract other classes.  

In the mornings we are practising pencil control/handwriting formation, phonics (2 groups), English and 

Maths.  We are doing a reasonable amount as a whole class as well as smaller groups work.  In the after-

noons, we have one lesson, assembly and story time so we have choosing time too.  At the end of the 

day I have a whinge, (I mean) I give a reminder about something to get better at the following 

day.  Generally speaking, they have negotiated choosing time well considering 29 children are back         

together and sharing everything!  



Year 2 

This week we have been learning about the story of the Gingerbread Man.  He ran across our classroom 

leaving some floury footprints!  In maths we have been focusing on our times tables and learning about 

sequence of numbers.  We are all working really hard to fill our bucket of kindness in the classroom by 

showing respect, being kind to everyone and working as hard as we can.  We are really enjoying our       

history topic, learning all about Shackleton and this week we had to write an application letter to be a 

crew member on Endeavour.  William said, ‘ I love Shackleton because he took a risk’. 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age in English and History, exploring how early people created 

tools and weapons from the resources they had available. The children have researched some of the     

artefacts discovered and have written lovely non-fiction reports about them. We have also been             

imagining what living in the Stone Age must have been like through diary writing. In maths, we have been 

revising core calculation skills and methods, including formal addition and subtraction, times tables and 

fractions. In the afternoons, we have been exploring the story of Easter and thinking about why this is 

such an important celebration to Christians. We have also been thinking about what it means to have a 

'big emotion' and using The Colour Monster to help explain these feelings.  

 

Year 4 

This week we have been busy inventing a Roman game 'Knucklebones' and writing instructions for it. We 

have in maths been busy revising and consolidating our fraction work from home learning. We finished 

Ice Palace and have been reading some non-fiction books about waste. In the afternoons, we have been 

busy making Roman Sandals as part of our DT work, looking at keys as part of our science and have      

continued to have active 10 every day playing new games. A very exciting time was our Roman Dig where 

we found objects from the Roman times. Who knew North Hinksey would have such finds! In PE we 

played a class game of rounders. It was wonderful to hear everyone cheer each other on. Our friendship 

bucket is getting fuller from happy playtimes with everyone being included and playing lots of different 

games from manhunt, tennis, obstacle courses and skipping.    



 

Year 5 

This week we have been revising key strategies in maths while in English we have been finding out about 

lighthouses, and preparing our own story and fact file about lighthouses.   We are really enjoying finding 

out about the Shang Dynasty and started to look at artefacts relating to this.  Art has been fun with us all 

starting with a photo of half of our face and using different techniques with pencils to create the mirror 

image of the other half of our face.  In science we are starting to learn about magnets and how they can 

attract and repel while in our personal and social lesson we started to find out about money, including 

uses for credit and debit cards.  In PE we have been playing netball, developing our throwing and catching 

skills and working together as teams. 

 

 

Year 6 

This week in Year 6 we have been creating accurate 3D models of South Georgia, the island which     

Shackleton famously returned to at the completion of his Endurance voyage. We drew topographical 

maps before creating paper-mache models as accurately as we could and then painting them. In maths 

we learned how to describe and classify 2D and 3D shapes as well as how to write, simplify and calculate 

with ratios. In English we have been reading the Iron Man, writing descriptions of the characters and 

settings as well as creating our own versions of parts of the story. During our collective worship in class 

we have been focusing on our value of compassion by thinking about different proverbs and quotes from 

around the world and considering how we would live if our lives fully reflected their meanings. It's been 

very interesting and we have learned that sometimes famous sayings aren't always as kind and            

compassionate as they may initially seem!  

Bookshelves Achievements 

Silver— Innes (5) 

Gold— Lucy M (3) 



Results of the Wellbeing Questionnaire  

Thank you for taking time to fill in the wellbeing questionnaire. Here are the results.  

Question 1: We have tried to support your child’s wellbeing during home schooling in different ways.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning points:  

We have heard that you were happy with the use of Google classrooms, daily videos and the feedback to school 
work. Daily Googlemeets were popular.   

We should post celebration assemblies and collective worship videos on Google Classrooms.   

We would consider not organising competitions or whole school events during home schooling.   

Question 2: Now we are at school, we are trying to support your child’s wellbeing in the following ways.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some additional ideas suggested were:  

 Time out spaces  

 Mindfulness and relaxation techniques  

 Reminding children who to talk to if they are having an emotional response 

 Some big projects to make them feel useful e.g. charity projects  

 Reassure them that they did their best at home  

Learning points:  

We are grateful for your support of our focus on supporting wellbeing on the return to school.   

Some additional ideas you offered have already been addressed, e.g. mindful relaxation techniques and all classes 
have time out spaces for children who are feeling overwhelmed. All staff are praising the children for what they did 
complete at home.   

We should consider having ‘big projects’ so children can see the contribution they can make.  

 

 
 

Positive Impact  Positive and some impact  

A range of work on google classrooms   76%  95%  

Daily videos by the class teacher  81%  95%  

Feedback to school work  79%  95%  

Daily googlemeets   74%  93%  

Storytelling Festival  34%  66%  

Competitions  27%  48%  

Collective worship   27%  58%  

Celebration Assemblies   38%  71%  

Weekly newsletter   51%  81%  

 
 

Positive Impact  Positive and some impact  

Teaching new games at break  91%  99%  

Investing in new resources  91%  99%  

Increased PSHE  78%  96%  

OTTER points  76%  95%  

Class specific rewards  86%  97%  

PE time to focus on collaborative skills  91%  99%  



Tennis Club 

We are pleased so many children took up the opportunity for the tennis sessions at the tennis club this 

week.  Further information from the Club: 

Our term time coaching programme at Oxford Sports LTC will re-start from April 19th 2021 and our Local 
Schools Programme will take place on a Wednesday evening at the following times:  
 
Years 1-3 - 1530-1630- Oxford Sports Lawn Tennis Club / Coaching / Course (lta.org.uk) 

Years 4-6 - 1630-1730- Oxford Sports Lawn Tennis Club / Coaching / Course (lta.org.uk) 

  
We also have availability during several of our club squads throughout the week. You will be able to view 
our development programme for beginner to improver players at the following link- 
Club Squads – Oxford Sports Lawn Tennis Club (oxfordsportsltc.org) 

 
Several of the school players will also be challenged and capable of playing in our advanced programme. 
The link below will show you our advanced squads- 
Advanced Squads – Oxford Sports Lawn Tennis Club (oxfordsportsltc.org) 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

COVID-19 

We are still carefully following the same Government guidance in school regarding COVID-19.  You may 

be aware that a number of schools in Oxfordshire have had confirmed COVID-19 cases this week which 

have resulted in class, or whole school, closures.  In the Vale of White Horse there has been a 27.5%     

increase in positive cases in the last seven days, and a 84.2% increase in Oxford hospital admissions,   

compared to the previous seven days. 

 

We really appreciate you helping us to ensure we are limiting any likelihood of school COVID-19 cases by: 

 Following the current Government restrictions, including spending time in outdoor public spaces with 

only your own household, support bubble or one other person, while continuing to maintain a social 

distance from those outside your household. 

 Exiting the school site as soon as you have dropped-off or collected your children. 

 Keeping your children close by you as you wait on the playground at pick-up time and when exiting 

the school site. 

 Communicating with the school, including essential conversations with staff, by emailing the office 

address and not attempting to speak directly to staff in school. 

We really want to keep the whole school open –please help us to do so!  Thank you. 

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OxfordSportsLawnTennisClub/Coaching/Course/0ed2fa81-6ac3-46bf-b2c1-ce9b4dd5bac6
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OxfordSportsLawnTennisClub/Coaching/Course/4a51bc5e-f61d-4ada-8f70-8a1b3af9ce69
https://www.oxfordsportsltc.org/coaching/junior-coaching/club/
https://www.oxfordsportsltc.org/coaching/junior-coaching/advanced/


Easter Clubs 

We are updating the holiday clubs page on the school website regularly.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html






DATES 

Wednesday 31st March End of Term 4 
12.50pm 
1.00pm 
1.10pm 

Monday 19th April Start of Term 5  

Wednesday 28th April Faith Committee Governor Meeting 7pm 

W/C 3rd May Parents’ Evenings (virtual) TBC 

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday  

Wednesday 5th May 
NHS Heights and Measures—Reception & Year 6 

More information for parents to follow 
 

W/C 17th May 
Review meetings for parents of children on the SEN      
register 

TBC 

Wednesday 19th May Full Governing Body Meeting 7pm 

Friday 28th May End of Term 5 Normal time 

Tuesday 8th June 
Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET 
day) 

 

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th 
June 

Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days  TBC 

W/b 28th June SEN review meetings TBC 

Wednesday 7th July Matthew Arnold Year 6 Transition Day  TBC 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

