
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 17TH JUNE 2021 

TERM 6     VALUE: TRUTHFULNESS 

 

SCHOOL UPDATES 

COVID UPDATE 

Following the announcement on 14th June from the Prime Minister, I can confirm the guidance for 

schools has not changed.  All measures we currently have in place will continue and Oxfordshire Public 

Health have this week requested schools play their part to limit social interaction and reduce contacts as 

much as possible.   This does mean we will be unable to invite parents if for any of our normal end of term 

events such as sports day this year, and we are also re-assessing our plans for transition.  We will keep 

parents informed of any plans through the newsletter and Parentmail.  I am sure you will be disappointed 

about the delay in the lifting of restrictions, as are we.  However, we want to do all we can to keep our 

community safe (and our classes in school) so we support the decision by following the safety precautions 

for school and making every effort to reduce contacts and slow the spread of infection.   Please support us 

with the measures we have in place by refraining from sitting on any of the equipment on the playground 

while waiting to pick up children.  These items are allocated to a year group bubble and need to be 

cleaned if touched by someone from outside the year group.  Thank you. 

 

TEACHERS 2021-22 

I am pleased to confirm teachers for next year are as follows.  Mrs Burson will be taking on the role of 

Deputy Headteacher while Mrs Keyte is on maternity leave.  We are therefore advertising for a teacher to 

teach the Year 6 class 3 days each week while Mrs Burson has time out of class for her Deputy   

Headteacher and SENCo roles. 

Reception Mrs Claxton (4 days), Mrs Strange (1 day) 

Year 1 Miss Horsfall 

Year 2 Mr Waldock 

Year 3 Miss Hatley 

Year 4 Mrs Burrows 

Year 5 Mrs Kelly-Eldridge (3 days), Mrs Miller (1 day), Mrs Strange (1 day) 

Year 6 Mrs Burson (2 days), new teacher TBC (3 days) 



LEARNING THIS WEEK 

Reception have been very lucky with the weather this week and enjoyed practising their ball skills on 

the field: throwing, catching and aiming. In other news, back in the classroom, we are trying really hard 

to remember number bonds to 5 and 10 off by heart, as well as writing copious addition and subtraction 

number sentences!   

Superheroes have come to the rescue in the classroom as we have been writing speech bubbles to avert 

disasters! 'Don't Panic!'  and 'I will save you!' have been popular writing choices, as well as 'Don't worry! I 

am coming! Up, up and away!'  

We have also been making superhero cuffs as we all know a properly dressed superhero needs cuffs to 

fire webs, fire or ice out of, don't we!  We have also begin to think about real-life superheroes - all those 

marvellous people who work in the emergency services - and we shall be learning more about them each 

week as the term goes on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Year One has been busy! In English, we have been writing up our leaflets which contain all the 

exciting details about their imaginary plant of choice, in neat focusing on super writing skills and up       

levelling our sentences. In maths, we have been comparing numbers between 50 and 100, using the 

greater than and less than symbols and completing various problem solving and reasoning questions. In 

science, we focused on the importance of data and recording data with the purpose of checking on our 

beans in our experiment we conducted last week. In PE we had lots of fun playing games on the field, we 

worked well as a team for most of the lesson, but this is still an area that needs improvement!  In music, 

we focused on understanding stories through music and in groups we acted out Jack and the Beanstalk 

using various percussion instruments.  In PSHE, we looked at how to stay safe in the sun, why sun is both 

good and bad for us and how we can be sun safe superstars! Finally, we enjoyed our school trip in the 

locality.  We visited St Lawrence and looked around outside, sketched plants and enjoyed some quiet   

reflection time before our walk around the meadow.      

In Year 2, this week we have been having lots of fun with different problems involving adding three single 

digit numbers in maths. In English, we created some wonderful editing booklets where we learnt how to 

improve a sentence to make a reader feel excited. We felt proud as we included lots of different skills 

from our previous learning. In the afternoons, we began to think about what it means to belong to a 

group, what we gain and provide by being part of a group and how we show we belong to certain groups. 

We also began to learn more about the four capital cities in the UK, we were very excited to learn Edin-

burgh Castle was built on an extinct volcano and that London Zoo was the first zoo open to the public. 



This week, Year 3 have been researching and drafting their wonderful reports all about plants. They have 

researched the different parts of a flowering plant, the importance of pollinators, and some of the     

strangest plants from around the world. They have also been editing their writing, adding in more detail in 

preparation for creating their zig zag books next week. In maths, the children have investigating length and 

perimeter, including a practical investigation to find the perimeter of different areas of the school. In     

science, Year 3 have been thinking about the requirements for life and growth in plants. They have planted 

runner beans to investigate whether they will germinate and grow without light, space, water or warmth. 

The children have also been investigating light, carrying out an experiment to see which materials are    

reflective and why this might be. It has been fantastic to see them applying their scientific skills to making 

predictions and carrying out a fair test. In art, the children have used grids to successfully copy their    

beautiful photographs, focusing on recreating their flower pictures as accurately as possible. 

This week Year 4 have been embarking on our new topic, Travel To Tokyo! We read a traditional tale from 

Japan, and learnt about how a sly fox was able to trick a generous Otter. We went on to retell the story, 

making sure to use exciting vocabulary and subordinate clauses to make our sentences more interesting. 

In Geography, we used maps to find major cities in Japan and then discussed the similarities between Ja-

pan and the UK; we looked at images of some famous landmarks in Japan and explored the language and 

culture. In PSHE, we have been learning about different medicines, what they are used for and the correct 

dosage. We identified other drugs, for example caffeine, and explored its impact on our brains. In Science, 

we are learning about teeth and healthy eating as part of our digestion unit. We looked at a variety of     

images and identified the different teeth in our mouths as well as exploring the structure of a tooth. We 

have created our own short animations in Computing, learning how to decompose ideas and how to          

co-operate with others to achieve successful algorithms.  In art, we have been designing Olympic posters. 

In PE, we have started different Olympic sports including long jump and hurdles! In RE we have started 

some work looking at prayers- why we have them and their purpose.  

Year 5 have continued their work around the Olympics this week. This has included creating Olympic 

torches, researching the history of the Olympics, exploring the physical geography of Japan, this year's 

hosts, and also attempting to construct a solid base for an Olympic stadium following a specific success   

criteria - this proved to be quite challenging! In English, we have drafted and practiced our commentary of 

Derek Redmond's memorable injury at the 1992 games, focusing on using our voices to show emotion and 

understanding how to capture the moment. We have started looking at the area of rectilinear and com-

pound shapes in maths, using different methods to work out the area and measuring the area of familiar 

classroom objects. Finally, we began our PSHE/science topic of exploring the changes as children develop 

into adults. We were able to identify body parts and begin to understand the physical changes our bodies 

go through when you hit puberty. A very productive week.    

This week Year 6 have been beginning to plan their own stories. We begun the week by constructing the 

perfect setting, before creating a plan for what might happen. We spent some time thinking about the    

details that might need to be shared about the characters we have and how the timing of these details 

changes the impact that it has on the reader. In Maths we have been working hard on a variety of different 

tasks covering reflection, constructing pie charts and line graphs. In the afternoons we have been             

reminding ourselves of our excellent French learning as well as trying to create Charlie Mackesy inspired 

paintings. 



YEAR 6 OUTWARD BOUND ACTIVITIES 

Year 6 met challenges head-on during their three days of outdoor activities with staff from the Outward 

Bound Team.  This included off-site activities where the class had to work really hard to develop their 

team-building, communication and resilience.  We were all very proud of how well they approached the 

challenges and supported each other. 



Junior Parkrun Report – 13th June 

 

What a gorgeous sunny morning as Mr Claxton and I gladly stood in the shade waiting for 

the 85 runners to set off – 24 being Team North Hinksey!  

It was lovely to give a wonderful parkrun WELCOME to Roly for coming along with his little 

brother to run for the first time – we hope you had super fun and we see you every week 

now! 

Congratulations to Andrew for coming first AND getting a PB – you must feel very proud! 

We also sported many other PBs too – well done Anya, Caelan, Evie, Jack, Katy, Lily and Til-

ly! We also had some near-PBs from Eva, Sebbie and Juno – goodness, will you knock those 

few seconds off next week I wonder! 

It was delightful to welcome back Ralf, Anya and Tilly who have had quite a spell away and 

chose this week to have another go – brilliant!  

We have lots of old-timers now, who have run many times: Megan – 38th run, Neo – 31st, 

Margot – 30th, Isobel – 24th run, Cleo – 20th run and some middle timers too – Eliza, George 

and William running their 13th, 14th and 16th respectively. We also have some of you show-

ing persistence in the early days: Reuben – 3rd run and Adam - 5th run. I saw Charlotte as 

well but your name didn’t come up in the results – did you forget your barcode poppet? 

If your child is coming up to a milestone and due a wristband, please can you email the 

team to let them know you will be there the following week and your wristband can be 

presented at the start! 

What shines through from all of you, regardless of how many times you’ve run, is the abso-

lute delight and sense of achievement you all get at the end! Yes, it can be hard, especially 

when it’s as hot as last week, but you just carry on and I am so proud to know you all! 

I really must hand out a massive THANK YOU to all of you who contacted us to volunteer – 

we ended up having to turn people away – AMAZING!  THANK YOU! It makes such an enor-

mous difference! I do have another plea however! Typical I know! Sunday 27th June is the 

Oxford Town and Gown Run and lots of regular volunteers are either running or volunteer-

ing for it – Mr Claxton and myself are too (as this was booked well before parkrun re-

turned!) Could you help on the 27th June? If so, please look at  www.parkrun.org.uk/

harcourthill-juniors/futureroster and click the email link!  

Finally, I look forward to seeing you all again on Sunday! If you don’t know what this fuss is 

about, why not come along and see! All the details you need are to be found on the Har-

court Hill Junior Parkrun website! I wonder which new faces I’ll see…! 

http://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/futureroster
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/futureroster


 

Energy Kidz Out of School Clubs at North Hinksey CE Primary School!  

 

Launching in the upcoming 2021/22 academic year, we are excited to announce our 

very own North Hinksey CE Primary School wraparound care club. Further information 

can be found below… 

 

Fun filled and action-packed clubs for 4-11 year olds 

Energy Kidz is a leading provider of out of school childcare for primary school aged chil-

dren, offering fun and affordable childcare delivered in a safe and supervised environ-

ment. Their qualified staff are DBS checked to an enhanced level, first aid qualified and 

are experienced in and passionate about the activities they offer. 

They work with a number of schools and thousands of children enjoy the care that they 

provide each day.  

All Energy Kidz clubs follow the playwork principles and offer lots of free play and free 

choice activities. Their fun packed activity program will ensure an exciting kickstart to the 

new academic year as children will have a lot to look forward to each week with their 

high-quality sessions that includes activities such as:   

action packed multi-sports  

fun movement-based activities and challenges 

opportunities to explore creativity and express themselves 

practicing life skills through a wide range of learning experiences 

child led discovery sessions 

wellbeing activities that promote happiness, mindfulness and kindness 

themed weeks and celebrations that deliver a range of multi-cultural explora-

tion, activity inspiration and engaging team challenges that will add a 

depth to children’s learning beyond the school curriculum 

As the trusted childcare provider throughout the pandemic, Energy Kidz have continued 

to support communities through their fun packed clubs throughout the UK. You can find 

out further information about Energy Kidz safe practice as well as any other queries you 

may have via our Wraparound Care Club Parent FAQ Guide. 

 

 

Key Dates & Information 

 

Breakfast & After School Club Launch Date: September 2021 

Breakfast club runs every day from 7:30am until school starts. 

After School Clubs run from school finish until 6:00pm and a snack is served. 

 

Find out the full information via our club page at: https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/

breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/north-hinksey-ce-primary-school/ 

https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/north-hinksey-ce-primary-school/
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/north-hinksey-ce-primary-school/


Booking Information 

 

Energy Kidz are delighted to announce bookings for wraparound care at North Hinksey 

CE Primary School!  

To book please login/create an account and secure your place online at: https://

bookings.energy-kidz.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login.  

Please follow the quick step guide below: 

Register a Energy Kidz account 

Please confirm that you have read the Terms and Conditions 

Add your desired Wraparound Care Club location as centre – North Hinksey CE Pri-

mary School 

Add your child(ren) to the Energy Kidz account before attempting to make a book-

ing 

Ensure all the Consent questions, Collector, Emergency Contacts and Doctor details 

are added. 

After this click on Book Activity to make a booking.  

Select the dates you wish to book! 

It’s that easy! Remember – Book by 1st July to secure your wraparound care spots for the 

Autumn Term starting in September with just a £1 deposit and pay later using Energy Kidz 

flexible payment options with your first instalment not due until August! 

 

 

New Launch Offers & Discounts 

Don’t forget to try Energy Kidz Breakfast & After School Club for FREE! 

As part of the exciting launch of our new service at the school – Energy Kidz are delight-

ed to offer all parents the opportunity to book a Free Session to give the new facility a 

try! 

Complete your account registration and book using the code: FS21-NORTHHINKSEY 

Hurry offer ends:  December 31st 2021 

 

If you have any further queries please don’t hesitate to call Energy Kidz’ friendly book-

ings team on 0333 577 1533 or drop them an email at info@energy-kidz.co.uk.  

https://bookings.energy-kidz.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login
https://bookings.energy-kidz.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login
mailto:info@energy-kidz.co.uk




Botley Health Routes project 

The project is promoting the use of the green spaces in Botley.  Their website includes a 

map developed by the project with different suggestions of walking routes, walking 

groups, and highlights local green spaces.  They hope this resource will help you get out 

and explore nature as a family!  

For more information visit https://nhsforest.org/botley-health-routes  

Brownies meet in the Rosary Room, Yarnells Hill. 

https://nhsforest.org/botley-health-routes


W/b 28th June 
SEN review meetings—invitations have been sent on 
Parentmail.  Please sign up by 12pm Friday 25th June 

 

Tuesday 29th June Year 2 trip to Harcourt Arboretum 
Within the 
school day 

Tuesday 29th June 
Year 6 parents Nurture My Potential webinar (please see 
information sent to Year 6 parents on Parentmail on 26th 
May) 

7-8.15pm  

Wednesday 7th July 
In school transition morning—children spend time with 
their teacher for next year.   

 

Friday 9th July Year 2 Roald Dahl Day  

W/b 22th July Final week for all clubs  

Friday 16th July Reports sent home  

Tuesday 20th July 
SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson.  To 
book an appointment, email senco@north-
hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Wednesday 21st July End of Term 6 1pm 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

DATES 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html

