
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 16TH JULY 2021 

TERM 6     VALUE: TRUTHFULNESS 

 

SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

The end of the school year seems to have suddenly arrived very quickly, and what a year it has been!     

Despite all the challenges we have faced, we are incredibly proud of how our children continue to be    

dedicated learners, kind and respectful and great fun to be with!  I would like to thank all the staff for 

their dedication, flexibility and determination that every child at North Hinksey will flourish and achieve.  

Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have continued to show great support for the school and 

an understanding of all the measures we have had to put in place due to Coronavirus restrictions.  We 

look forward to being able to work towards a more normal school life from September, and more           

information will be sent towards the beginning of Term 1 to confirm arrangements, dependent on any 

Government guidance.  It is a privilege every day to be part of such an amazing, caring community and I 

hope you all enjoy the summer holidays. 

 

END OF TERM 

We finish school on Wednesday 21st July after lunch.  Please collect your child at the following times: 

Usual pick up               End of term pick up 

3.00pm                          12.50pm 

3.10pm                          1.00pm 

3.20pm                          1.10pm 

 

REPORTS 

Your child will bring home their end of year report today.  This details the progress and attainment for 

your child covering the academic year 2020-21, as well as information about their behaviour, attitude to 

learning and general comments about their achievements this year.  If there are any aspects of the report 

you require further clarification about, please email the office. 



STAFF UPDATE 

We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Walsh, Office Administrator, at the end of term.  Mrs Walsh has been a 

vital part of the North Hinksey team, keeping on top of all the administration and communication jobs in 

school in a calm and highly effective manner.  We will miss having her as part of the team but wish her 

and her family good luck and best wishes as they embark on a new adventure together out of Oxford. 

 

BOOKSHELVES 

Bronze: Jude (5), Ralf (5) 

Emerald: Meg (3) 

 

FOOD ALLERGIES 

A reminder that all children in school with an allergy or intolerance, that the new form must be            

completed and returned to school as soon as possible.  For more information, and to download the form, 

click here or email the office to request a copy. 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

There are still spaces available on the holiday club running in school 9am—3pm, £25 per day on the     

following dates: 

26th—29th July  

9th—12th August 

23rd—28th August.   

 

Childcare vouchers/tax free childcare scheme payments accepted.  All bookings must be made through 

the accounts section of Parentmail. 

 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations to Margot for entering a beginner’s category in Oxford Karate Academy competition and 

winning two bronze medals. 

Congratulations to Edgar for entering a beginner’s category in Oxford Karate Academy competition and 

winning a gold medal. 

DATES 

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website.  Please click here for a link. 

We look forward to welcoming children back on Friday 3rd September 2021. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/school-meals.html
https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/term-dates.html


 

YEAR 6 

We will be saying goodbye and good luck to our wonderful Year 6 children next week.  We are incredibly 

proud of this hard-working, kind, caring class and all they have achieved during their time at North 

Hinksey.  They have had a great end of term, creating their leavers’ stones that will be kept in our quiet 

area and careering around the playground in the car they have build together!  They have been practising 

for their end of year assembly that we are planning to share with Year 6 parents on Wednesday 21st July.  

Parents, please see the Parentmail sent on 14th July for more information about the assembly. 

Congratulations to Thuwayba in Year 

6 who won a competition with the 

Mini Plant Oxford and Cowley Road 

Carnival. She was tasked with design-

ing a car-nival float that fitted the 

theme 'Mother Earth' and her entry 

was picked from lots of schools who 

entered. A big well done to Sophie 

(2nd place) as well as Reuben and   

Alicia (joint 3rd place). Well done 

Team North Hinksey! 



 

GOVERNING BODY—END OF YEAR LETTER 

 

I hope you and your families and communities are safe and well and your children have had a successful 

school year despite school life continuing to be anything but normal in the pre-pandemic sense.  Thank 

you to the whole school community for your support and understanding during a challenging year. The 

staff are really proud of the children for showing such great resilience with the challenges they have faced 

and we are very grateful to the staff for their flexibility, hard work and dedication to ensuring all children 

in school have accessed an excellent curriculum throughout the year.   

As a Governing Body we have continued to progress the actions in our School Development Plan (SDP)    

although as you’d expect managing the various activities to keep our school safe and functioning has been 

our primary focus. The new academic year always brings a full and focused review of our SDP and with this 

our priorities and success measures and we will update you once the review is complete. 

As well as Coronavirus related changes, there have been changes in other areas of school life across the 

year. Breakfast Club and After School Club will be provided by Energy Kidz from the new academic year 

and we are pleased to be working with them.  We have welcomed new colleagues (Mrs Kelly-Eldridge and 

Mrs Kavanagh) and new families throughout the year and hope you have all settled in. We have said a sad 

farewell to a number of valued colleagues (Miss Woodhouse, Mrs Edmonds) and an end of term farewell 

will be said to Mr Cooke and Mrs Walsh and wish them all well in their next adventures beyond North 

Hinksey. 

There will also be a change to the Governing Body as I have decided to step down as Chair at the end of 

this academic year. A new Chair will be elected in September. I love being involved with the school so will 

remain on the Governing Body as a Community Governor.  

In addition, David Scott has resigned from his Community Governor role and so from September we will 

have a vacancy for a Community Governor. Given the wealth of experience in the education sector already 

represented across our other Governors, candidates should ideally be from another sector and with     

business/commercial experience. If you know anyone that might be interested, please ask them to email 

me at gov@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk for more information. 

Writing this ahead of England’s anticipated lifting of some rules on 19 July means it’s impossible to predict 

what the last week of school, or indeed the summer holidays and beyond will look like. I won’t speculate 

but will wish you all the best for the remainder of this term and a restful and relaxing summer -whatever 

you do and wherever you spend it. 

 

Cath Wilson 

Chair of Governors 

 

 



COMMUNITY GOVERNOR VACANCY 

Please see the information below regarding a vacancy that has arisen on our Governing Body.  This is not 

a parent governor position, but please do share with anybody you think may be interested. 

 

Want to use your skills and knowledge to make a difference to your local community? 

Want to support local children? 

Become a School Governor at North Hinksey C of E Primary School and you could do both of these things. 

 

What exactly does a School Governor do? 

Our role as Governors is to set the school’s strategic direction and support its delivery. At North Hinksey 

we do this through working closely with our exceptional staff, managing our resources effectively and 

challenging for excellence in all aspects of school life. 

 

What value can I add? 

Members of our Governing body use their substantial expertise from their personal and professional 

backgrounds to help manage and lead the school effectively in delivering its aims and objectives. We 

have a strong representation from the education sector and are seeking people with non-education back-

grounds in business and/or management to help us improve further. We want a diversity of skills,          

experience, views, cultural and religious backgrounds so that our Governing Body is reflective of our   

community. Can you help us achieve this aim?  

 

I have no direct connection to North Hinksey C of E Primary School? Will I fit? Am I eligible? 

Our parent, staff and church Governors are elected or nominated. We’re specifically looking for          

community governors so a direct connection is not needed, it’s your personal and professional skills we 

want and in particular, skills in financial management, risk management, IT or operations management.  

And if you share our belief that all children, staff and community members should be enabled to “flourish 

and achieve”, to be the best they can be, and you can relate to our core values of “Faith, “Love” and 

“Hope” then you could be a great fit! 

 

Want to find out more? 

In the first instance, please contact the School Office office.3237@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk (01865 

248626) to arrange an informal chat with the Head or the Chair of Governors – or both if you prefer! We 

look forward to explaining in more detail what is entailed and inviting you to come and see for yourself.  

 

And if the Governor role is not for you, but you are keen to learn more about what our school, please   

also contact via the details above and we’d be delighted to organise a visit. 



Junior Parkrun Report – 11th July 

A glorious morning broke as 79 junior parkrunners turned up to Harcourt Hill on 

Sunday and nearly 1/3rd were from Team North Hinksey - well done to the 25 

of you! 

We welcomed Santi and Idris to their first official timed run – last week must 

have inspired them to try again! Juno, Ralf and Sebbie all got a new PB – amaz-

ing! And a special well done to Andrew and Charlotte for coming home as first 

boy and first girl – again! This is becoming a regular habit you two! It was also 

lovely to see Cerys back for her 2nd run, and Edgar for his 3rd run, with Jack 

and Evie both turning out for their 5th run of the year. Rosie ran her 8th, Caelan 

his 9th and Katy ran her 10th parkrun – this is showing a real commitment, and 

we have some ‘teens’ runners too: Eva – 15th, George – 17th, Ted – 18th and 

Anja – 19th – will you make it into the 20s before the start of next school year I 

wonder! 

Some of our other regulars were enjoying themselves this week and I loved 

having a chat with Megan, Neo and Oscar as they sped past! Isobel and Anna 

looked strong as they passed me for the 2nd time and Margot and her mummy 

kept putting on a spurt as they went past too! 

Thank you to all the parents who come up and support their children by either 

running with them, cheering them on or volunteering and, besides the Claxton 

takeover, thank you Lauren’s mummy for being a volunteer this week – it really 

does make a difference. 

OH MY! I can’t believe it is the last parkrun report of the school year! Don’t 

worry though – you can still get your Sunday morning fix as parkrun continues 

on throughout the summer holidays. I will be up there for one or two of the 

runs over the holidays, but not all of them so I shall sign off with a MASSIVE 

PLEA – please get involved! Please volunteer! We will be 2 volunteers at least 

down for the next 6 weeks and we need your help. Look on the website and 

sign up if you can. 

Finally – thank you all for your enthusiasm and support over this year for junior 

parkrun – without you bringing your children and supporting them it wouldn’t 

happen! That’s all folks - this is Mrs Claxton signing off until September! 


