NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 14TH MAY 2021
TERM 5

VALUE: FORGIVENESS
SCHOOL UPDATES

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS
Guidance for schools has been updated from 17th May. There is very little change for primary schools and
we have been advised by Oxfordshire Public Health to pass on the following information to all parents and
carers:


Everyone should be aware that COVID-19 is still circulating in the community



Anybody with COVID symptoms (temperature, persistent cough, loss of taste or smell) must selfisolate with the rest of their household/bubble and access a PCR test



Schools and parents have a responsibility to limit mixing and keep a distance from people not in own
household or bubble



Where social distancing is not possible, e.g. at drop-off and pick-up times, face-coverings must be
worn



Adults can support schools by ensuring they leave the school site quickly after drop-off and pick-up



Schools must continue to limit contacts and keep ‘bubbles’ separate from each other

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
If you have something to drop off at school, please leave it in the box outside the office. This is checked
regularly throughout the day. If you need to contact school during the day, please email in the first
instance and if you do not receive a reply, please phone. If there is no answer when you phone, please
leave a voice message. Thank you.
ATTENDANCE

Any planned absence from school must be requested in advance and we expect such requests to be for
exceptional circumstances only. Absence request forms are available from the school office and must be
completed in full and returned for the attention of the Headteacher. Please note that holidays are not
authorised during term time under any circumstance. For information about school attendance from the
Department of Education, please click here and for information from Oxfordshire County Council, please
click here.
BOOKSHELVES
Silver—Olivia (1), Eli (3), Romelo (4)
Gold—Samuel (6), Lucan (6), Struan (1)

LUNCHES
Please make sure you pre-order school lunches in advance.
HOLIDAY CLUBS
Club Energy will be running a club in school on Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd June 9am3pm at a cost of £25 per day. You will be able to book places on Parentmail soon.
The holiday clubs page on the school website is being kept up to date with information about local clubs
taking place during May half-term and the summer holiday. Click here for a link to the page. Before
booking a place at a holiday club, parents and carers are recommended to read the updated guidance regarding children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (click here)

CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for some paving slabs to put outside Year 3(about 12 ideally) and some cheerful coloured
outdoor paint for wood. If you can help, please email the office. Thank you.
WELLBEING
Next week’s relaxations are a welcome relief for some and a challenge for others. As more and more
facilities open up, it might be worth having a conversation in your household bubble about the positives,
what you are looking forward to being able to do again, but also what you want to keep from your lockdown lives. Some people talk about wanting to keep up daily walks, family eating and a slower pace of
life. Others are looking forward to exercising in groups again. Some families have found it meaningful to
write it down and leave it up for everyone to see.
Remember also that as relaxations happen, people will have differing levels of anxiety. https://
www.changingfaces.org.uk/advice-guidance/mental-health-wellbeing/covid-19-anxiety-back-normal/
Going back to normal after the COVID-19 restrictions can be particularly difficult for people with visible
differences and disfigurements. www.changingfaces.org.uk has some useful tips about how to manage
the changes we will be going through.

You might find that your child could need some extra support as lockdown eases.


Happiness Journals are popular for children to collect their thoughts. (Ultimately, this is a notebook
they write in daily with positive parts of the day, gratitude for the day, quotes, emojis, affirmations etc
Your child might create their own using a notepad, pens and stickers.)



The most common advice is to:



Go slow- take little steps that you are comfortable with



Don’t compare what you are doing with what others are doing.



Be compassionate with yourself- eat well, sleep well, stay active, be mindful



Create a new routine



Stay connected- Talk to trusted friends and family members

LEARNING THIS WEEK

Unfortunately, Forest School was cancelled this
week due to torrential rain, hail and that
thunderstorm! To make up for it a little bit, we
created fabulous frog lifecycles and wrote some
brilliant labels! When we got outside later we
found snails and soldier beetles in our garden.
Reception enjoyed a special PE lesson with
Danny and Mrs Claxton on Wednesday where
we practised new ball skills including controlling
a ball using a racquet or a hockey stick.
In our other learning we are practising subtraction skills in maths. We have been blowing out
candles on cakes, sending dinosaurs on holiday and eating grapes and tomatoes before matching number
sentences and writing our own.
OO - poo at the zoo (sorry parents!) is our digraph this week and we can read and write words containing
the sound. Dinosaurs have again taken over the classroom as we draw labelled diagrams and write
fascinating facts, all ready for a brand new class non-fiction book!

In Year 1 this week we dressed up as a pirate! Is there anything else to say?

Ok, yes there is. In maths, we have worked hard on making and adding arrays - a brand new idea that
after plenty of practice the class is understanding. In English, they have been writing their rewrites of Pirate Girl with the usual Super Writing expectations but also the challenge to extend some sentences with
'and'. In science, we discussed the variety of ways of maintaining personal hygiene...beyond the 20secs of
washing hands which they seem to know well... P.E. was led by Miss Layton and Mr Taylor (PE advisor)
and was a fun introduction to tennis skills and then sun came out for them which was rather nice. Geography introduced the four cardinal compass points however year one is so smart they also picked up the
four intercardinal ones too! Finally, we have been thinking about all the different ways we can welcome
our new year one starter - she joins us on Monday.

In Year 2 this week, we have continued to explore fractions in maths. We have been learning to calculate
the whole when we know 1/3, 1/2 or 1/4. We have learnt to do this practically with manipulatives but also
by drawing. In English, we finished our very own Lonely Beast stories. We are really proud of all of our
amazing adjective and verbs we used. We tried really hard to make our sentences more interesting by
using a range of conjunctions. In the afternoons, we have learnt about the story of Moses in the bible and
thought carefully why people followed him. We have also been learning about dental health. We know we
need to use a pea sized amount of tooth paste, brush for two minutes and make sure we brush behind
our teeth. We loved making our own Punch and Judy puppet shows in DT. We even composed some
music to accompany them.

Year 3 have been thinking about time this week. They have worked practically with stopwatches to
investigate how many seconds it might take to run around the playground, say their times tables, and
bounce a ball twenty-five times. The children have also been exploring the language of time, especially
focusing on the difference between am and pm. In English, the children have dived beneath the waves to
the incredible fantasy land of Flotsam by David Wiesner. They have used their inference detection skills to
form ideas about different pieces of flotsam and have been thinking about the punctuation and structure
of speech for their own stories. In science, the children investigated attraction and repulsion between the
poles of magnets. They have also been investigating how magnets do not need contact to attract
magnetic items by creating games. In DT, the children have been working hard to build their fantastic robots, thinking closely about which materials are the most appropriate and how they can be connected in
different ways.
This week, Year 4 have been working on writing their own stories, using chapters, and taking inspiration
from James and the Giant Peach. We have been attempting to use fronted adverbials and descriptive
writing to bring our stories to life. We have also been concentrating on singular and plural possession
from last week and making sure we understand where to place apostrophes. In Maths, we have revised
the properties of triangles and quadrilaterals, learning the names of some new ones such as, rhombus,
parallelogram and trapezium. We are using our knowledge of angles from last week to help classify these
shapes and have started to use Venn Diagrams, too. In Science, we have been learning about food chains
and using terms such as: producer, consumer, predator and prey. We explored some apex predators and
discussed what would happen if one element of a food chain was removed. How would this impact a habitat? In PSHE, we have been considering how to achieve a balanced lifestyle, discussing the importance of
exercise, sleep, diet and doing things that you enjoy. Using their knowledge, the class created some
wonderful ‘Balanced Lifestyle’ posters.

Year 5 have become awesome poets this week. We have been writing sonnet poems about our mystery
objects, using rhyming vocabulary to create an in-depth discovery of the objects. In maths, we braved the
cold and became numbers as we multiplied and divided decimals by 10, 100 and 1,000 while also having a
go at some really tricky problem solving. In PSHE, we considered the advantages and disadvantages of
spending time in the sun and created posters alerting younger children to be safe in the sun. We observed
some mystery images and came up with questions and a missing poster for the 'missing objects' hopefully we will find them. Our mystery images inspired our artwork of silhouettes, focusing carefully on
the outlines of our facial features to differentiate between each other. Finally, we improved our
understanding of UK cities and used 4 figure grid references to find them while exploring the life cycles of
different mammals in science.
In Year 6 This week we have been learning how to answer a range of algebra problems including those
with pictures and have recapped plotting and reading coordinates as well as calculating the mid-point of a
line. In the morning, in English, we have been recreating a story plan of a book called ‘The Viewer’,
describing the main character’s actions and feelings. We have learned how to answer a range of questions
from a variety of texts from books called ‘The Lost Queen’ and ‘The Wild Ride’.
We
have also learned that people don’t always share everything on social media platforms, and that this can
make it seem like everything is perfect even when it’s not. In the afternoons we have been creating
healthy meal kits which next week we will be (attempting) cooking with camping stoves (hopefully, if the
weather is kind to us!) On Wednesday, in art, we have been continuing our stamp designs that honour
our heroes throughout the pandemic. These will be sent off next week as part of a Royal Mail competition
– judged by the Queen.

READING IS FUN WEEK CHALLENGE
Well done to all the children who entered the Reading is Fun Week Challenges.
It was great to see you read so much!
Well done, Lucy, Ted, Callum, Lucio, Aaditri, Cleo, Ishmael and Minnie.
Between these children, they have:
Read with a snorkel in the bath
Read under some stairs
Read in the cupboard
Read on a trampoline
Read to their parents
Read online on zoom!
Read in their pyjamas
Read to a giraffe at the zoo!
Read under loads of blankets

What a fun bunch of readers they are!

Create a National Book Token Design competition
National Book Tokens

1. Download the template, print it out, and create your artwork .
2. Complete the form and upload your artwork.
3. Keep your creation safe in case you win – we'll need the original artwork to
turn it into a National Book Tokens gift card!

www.nationalbooktokens.com

Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun 9th May

It was a rather windy, but not too chilly Sunday this week and 111 children
turned out for their weekly 2k run, 25 being from Team North Hinksey! I was
marshal on position 3 so had a brilliant chance to cheer everyone on as they
surged past!
A massive welcome to our first-timers – Aaditri, Adam, Evie and Juan - we hope
you thoroughly enjoyed it and will be back again and again! Well done to Samuel for coming in first again on his 86th parkrun – amazing!
Congratulations on joining the New PB Club to Andrew, Anna, Eliza, Finlay,
George, Isobel and Katy. Other children running a great pace this week were
Ted and Romelo. Oscar and Megan looked strong as they ran past me and Eva,
Daisy and Rosie seemed to be enjoying a great chatty run! Caelan, Margot,
Melissa, Sebbie and William all made it look remarkably easy, not even looking
out of breath and a special well done to Ish for keeping on going and finishing
with such a happy smile!
I was so immensely proud to know you all – well done everyone! Apologies if I
have missed anyone who forgot their barcode and isn’t listed – I think I spotted
everyone but there’s always a chance I missed you. If I did, find me at school
and let me know, then I can look out for you specially next week!
Would YOU like a mention in the school run report? If so, come along to
Brookes Sports Centre on Sunday for 9am. If you want a time, ask a grown-up
to register you, then print out your barcode and just turn up - it really is that
easy! Go to www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors for more details. Next
week I will be Tail-walker again so if you think you might be a little lost or not
know what is going on, come and find me (Mrs Claxton) and say ‘hello’ – you’ll
probably spot my tail before you see me!

REQUEST FROM OXFORDSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE
SERVICE ROAD SAFETY TEAM
We want to continue to improve the safety of child pedestrians
and so we are reviewing the advice and guidance we provide.
If you are a parent / carer of primary school aged children,
please provide us with your feedback by answering the
questions in this survey. We would be grateful if you would
encourage other parents / carers you know to complete the
online questionnaire. The survey should take around 10 minutes
to complete and the feedback we receive will guide our future
Road Safety work.
To take part in the survey please visit https://
consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Footsteps/consultationHome
The survey will remain open until 30th July 2021.
Thank you from the Road Safety Team.

Autism Champions Parent/Carer support group. (previously Thrive)

Due to the changes in Covid restrictions - we can now actually hold our support group in
person! We aim to hold fortnightly sessions on a Tuesday evening
Tuesday 8th June 7pm - 9pm At The LAB (our alternative learning provision - Unit 36 Curtis
Industrial Estate) Due to Covid we will need to make it a pre-booked event.
Click here to book your place

Places are limited to 28 (plus Helen and Dee) All covid guidelines will be followed and social distancing in place. We CANNOT WAIT to meet you all in person!!
Oxford (UK)
Tel.: +44(0)20 8798 3612 (Answering Service)
Mobile: +44(0)7810205646
Website: http://www.autismchampions.co.uk/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/theautismchampions/

Sunningwell School of Art

CREATIVE FUN FOR CHILDREN (8 - 10 years) with Emma Williams (Tuesdays)
and Julia Simmons (Thursdays)
Tues. 4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Commencing 20 April to 29 June for 10 weeks
course fee £160
Thurs. 4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. Commencing 23 April to 1 July for 10 weeks course
fee £160
The children have the opportunity in small groups to enjoy and experiment
with a whole range of media. During these sessions the children are able to explore various techniques and approaches.

https://artschool.org.uk/courses/for-young-people/

DATES

Friday 14th May

Deadline for Year 4 and Year 5 bikeability consent forms
to be returned.

W/C 17th May

Review meetings for parents of children on the SEN
register. Please sign up for a slot on Parentmail.

Wednesday 19th May

Full Governing Body Meeting

Tuesday 25th May

Class group photos

Friday 28th May

End of Term 5

Tuesday 8th June

Start of Term 6 for children (Monday 7th June is an INSET
day)

7pm

Normal time

Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th
Year 6 Outward Bound Trust activity days
June
Tuesday 15th June

SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson. To
book an appointment, email senco@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk

W/b 28th June

SEN review meetings

TBC

Wednesday 7th July

Matthew Arnold Transition Day

TBC

Tuesday 20th July

SEN phone call drop in sessions with Mrs Burson. To
book an appointment, email senco@northhinksey.oxon.sch.uk

Wednesday 21st July

End of Term 6

1pm

Term dates for 2020-21 and 2021-22 are available on the school website. Please click here for a link.

