
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 14TH JANUARY 2022 

TERM 3     VALUE: HOPE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Second Hand Uniform Sale 

This will take place on Tuesday 18th January in the hall, 8.50am until 9.30am. You can access the school hall 

from the side doors, by the bike shed. We have lots of uniform items, including sweatshirts and cardigans, as 

follows, with all proceeds going to the school. 

Sweatshirts & Cardigans - £2.00 

Dresses (summer and winter) - £1.00 

Trousers & Shorts - £1.00 

Skirts - £1.00 

Polo Shirts - 5 for £1 

PE items and General - voluntary donations. 

We will spread everything out as much as possible, and ask that you use the hand sanitiser provided before 

handling any items. There are also alcohol wipes provided to wipe down any pens used to complete the 

forms. 

To purchase items, please complete the form provided, confirming the number of each item purchased, the 

amount of any voluntary donation (for PE/General items) and include your signature and child's name. We 

will then send a request for payment through ParentMail. 

Term Dates 

Term dates for 2022-23, including INSET days, are now confirmed and available on the school website.  Click 

here to view. 

Covid  

We do currently have a few cases of Covid in the school.  Next week we will continue with the measures in 

place, but two classes will mix outside at break and lunch: Year 1 & 2, Year 3 & 4, Year 5  & 6.  We will let you 

know if any further changes are to be made.  Thank you for reporting any positive cases as early as possible 

on Parentmail so teachers have time to set work on Google Classroom. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/termdates2022-23-converted.pdf
https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/termdates2022-23-converted.pdf


ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1  Alex  

Caelan  

Katy 

Idris  

Year 2  Eddie A Olivia 

Year 3   Grace   

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

43 34 38 54 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE 

This week we have been learning about the parable of the mustard seed, that the snowdrop is the flower 

of hope and thinking about hope in the story of Noah’s Ark. 

Question to talk about as a family: 

What flowers make you think about hope? 

Do you think Noah had to have hope when building the ark? 

Well done to Hayley and Emily in Year 3 for achieving a sapphire bookshelf! 



Learning this week 

 

Reception have been learning, in maths, to estimate how many objects are in a pile by 

making a 'sensible guess'! Mrs Claxton calls this 'guesstimating!' We are learning that we 

don't have to get it spot on correct each time, just be a reasonable and feasible guess!  In 

other learning, Reception have been exploring the world of dragons with dragon outfits in 

the 'Class Cave'. Each day 3 new dragons appear on the Interest Table and there are     

dragon books in the class library. We have also been looking very closely at individual   

dragons and describing them in our writing. We have had a good try-write at spelling 'fire, 

wings, claws, horns and spikes'! 

 

This week Year 1 has been exploring our new text 'Bear and the Piano', making sure we 

know about the key events and inferring how the main character was feeling           

throughout.  In Art, we will be learning how to draw the main character.  In maths, we 

have been using numbers between 11-20 to help learn number names and understand the 

concept of tens and ones.  We have embarked on new topic threads. Thinking about 

where we live, ask your children about our 16-line address!  Learning about the human 

body and all we can do with it, also naming the main (external) body parts.  Learning 

British Sign Language, see if they can teach you the following: please/thank you, sorry, 

how are you? good/alright/bad.  

 

In Year 2 in English we have been writing encyclopaedia entries for the ancient seven  

wonders of the world and learning how to edit our writing.  In Maths we have started to 

learn about division and finding out about the difference between sharing and grouping.  

In Geography we enjoyed comparing Oxford to different cities in Brazil while in RE we have 

been finding out about New Year is celebrated around the world.  In PE we created     

movements to show different emotions, linked to the tempo of music.  

 

In Year 3 in music we learnt a new note called ‘C’.  We also clapped the rhythm to the    

music and learnt a new chant.  In English we read a new story called ‘Ocean Meets the Sky’ 

and we made junk model boats.  In maths we did number sentences and we are learning 

about cm, mm, m and km.  Hayley. In English we have been writing our own ‘Ocean Meets 

the Sky’ story. We made and designed the helpful animals from the story. In history we 

learnt about the three periods with different animals.  Tibo. 



In Year 4 this week we learnt about the people who discovered the Indus Valley, who 

were called Charles Masson, Sir John Marshall and a few more.  This Friday we will        

excitingly go swimming at Brookes.  In reading we have been reading James and the Giant 

Peach by Roald Dahl. In French we have been talking about the weather.  In maths we 

have been learning about factor pairs. In English we have started writing our own travel 

brochures by looking at other travel brochures to make our own about the Indus Valley. In 

computing we did turtle logo and you would give the turtle an algorithm to make a 

shape; it was really fun.  George G & Holly. 

 

This week Year 5 have started both their Science topic about 'Earth in Space' and their 

'Choices programme' for PSHE. In Science we have been trying to remember the names 

of the planets in our solar system in order and have split up into groups to research each 

of them in more detail. In PSHE we have learnt about the language we will need to under-

stand to help us take part in the choice programme and set our ground rules.  In Maths 

we have revised our knowledge of angles and have started linking them to making turns 

using a compass. We drew compasses outside on the playground and challenged each 

other with tricky instructions using a number of degrees to move and either clockwise or 

anti-clockwise as the direction. In Poetry we have been trying to learn the Witches' Spell 

from Macbeth by heart. Why not see if we can remember it by challenging us to recite it 

at home! 

 

In Year 6 this week we have been reading a suspenseful story called The Viewer and      

investigating the pictures in more detail to find out more about the meanings.  In maths 

we have been learning basic algebra and solving algebraic equations. This term, our topic 

is ‘Disease and Doctors’ so we are learning more about micro-organisms. Following on 

with The Viewer, we have begun to re-create some of the illustrations from it.  Hockey 

and gymnastics are our main PE topics this term. This week has been enjoyable!  Arianna 

& Olivia. 



COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

ODST Vacancy 

ODST have a vacancy for a Governance Assistant.  For more information, click here: 

ODST Governance Assistant vacancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parent / carer 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Team are constantly looking to improve the 
safety of child pedestrians and so are reviewing the advice and guidance we provide to   
parents and carers. 

To help us achieve this, we are evaluating the effectiveness of the Footsteps (Child Pedestri-
an safety advice for parents / carers) programme and would like parents to help by         
completing an online questionnaire. 

If you would like to keep your child safer on our roads, please visit Walking with children | 
365Alive where you can download a copy of the Footsteps leaflet to provide you with   
guidance to support your child in becoming a safer and, eventually, an independent           
pedestrian. 

Once you have downloaded the Footsteps guide, the link to the survey can be found further 
down the page, please click on the link to complete the short questionnaire which will then 
help us to keep all children safer. 

Thank you. 

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Road Safety Team 

Oxfordshire County Council 

https://jobs.otsa.org.uk/jobs/99384605-governance-assistant-at-odst
http://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children
http://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children






Tuesday 18th January Second hand uniform sale in the hall  

Tuesday 18th January 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot 
 

Friday 21st January Year 5 sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 31st January 
Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Friday 4th February Year 3 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th February Year 3 Archaeology Day   

Friday 11th February Reception sharing assembly 9am 

Tuesday 15th February 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot 
 

Thursday 17th February 
Vision screening for Reception children—more infor-

mation to follow 
 

Friday 18th February Year 4 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 18th February End of term Normal time 

Monday 28th February Start of Term 4  

Friday 4th March Year 2 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th March Swimming starts for Year 4 (5 weeks)  

Friday 11th March Year 1 sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 22nd March Whole school storytelling festival—parents invited 
During the 

afternoon 

Week beginning 4th April Year 3 and 4 performance TBC 

DATES 

mailto:senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk


Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

Friday 6th May Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


