NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 12TH NOVEMBER 2021
TERM 2

VALUE: GOOD TO BE ME

SCHOOL INFORMATION
INFORMATION COMING HOME TODAY
Your child will bring home an envelope today containing an information sheet in advance of your parents
evening appointment. There will also be a student update form for you to check , sign, date and return to
school by placing in the box outside the office. We would appreciate it if these student update forms
could all be checked and returned by Friday 19th November.
Year 2 and 6 also have some information regarding the Waddesdon Manor’s Christmas light display.
COVID
Thank you for your support with accessing PCR tests for children with symptoms. For the safety of the
whole school community, and particularly those children and adults who are more vulnerable, we would
appreciate it if you could wear a mask while on the school site. For reassurance, all adults in school,
including any visitors, wear masks while moving around the school and take regular lateral flow tests.
If you would like to check any information regarding the school and COVID procedures, you can visit the
dedicated page on the school website under ‘About’, ‘COVID 19 School Information’.
CLUB ENERGY CLUBS
Please note these clubs finish at 4.10pm. We would appreciate children being collected promptly. Thank
you.
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
We will be taking part in the national anti-bullying week next week. This year’s theme is ‘one kind word’
and we will be encouraging children to think carefully about how kindness fuels kindness and how a
conversation can break the cycle of bullying. More information can be found by clicking here.
PARENTS EVENINGS
Thank you for signing up for an online meeting. Links for the meetings will be sent on Parentmail next
week. Please ensure you are on time for your meeting. Each meeting is 10 minutes long and teachers will
finish each meeting after 10 minutes to ensure nobody is kept waiting.
POLICES
If you would like to check any of our school policies, they are all available on the school website under
‘School Information’, ‘Policies’.

LEARNING UPDATES
Reception have been studying autumn this week and we started with a lovely observational walk
around the school grounds. The children even went into Forest School to look at the different types of
tree and leaves, and also to collect loads for an art project back in the classroom! We made a beautiful
collage of autumn colours and then used the rest for printing. These leaves have now been cut out and
stuck on the window to look like leaves falling in the breeze! We hope you like the view from the playground!
In Year 1 this week we have had small classes each day. I am hoping that everyone eats, drinks and rest
well over the weekend and we come back strong as a full class next week. We have continued to learn
about instructions and are now using the book 'Zog' to inspire some dragon related instructions. Related
to the story we have learnt the term 'chronological order', making sure we understand the events of the
story need to be told in the right order for it to make sense. In maths, we have added and added some

more! We have drawn and used number lines. Our biggest challenge this week was filling in missing
numbers in a number sentence...parts as well as the whole. In science, we

explored wooden toys and

talked about the properties of wood and why wood might be good for certain toys. In PE, we enjoyed
making animal poses along the benches in our extra gym lesson as well as starting to perfect our throwing
aim in cricket.
On Tuesday 2nd November, Year 2 went to Waddesdon Manor. After sitting on the coach, we marched
down the long drive way towards the Manor and then down a very steep hill. At the bottom, we planted
some daffodil bulbs in holes that had been made for us by the grounds staff. By the end of our session we
had planted 1,300 bulbs! Mr Waldock then raced us back up the very steep hill and we lost, but Max was
a close second! We then went to the stables, to learn about the history of tulips and how they used to be

traded around the world. We learned that one type of tulip was worth as much as a house.
After this we had our lunch and got to play in the park. Then we went and planted some daffodils and
tulips in some pots before creating our own tulips out of paper and straws. Afterwards we got back on the
coach and came back to school.
Edgar “My favourite was doing the crafting.”

Eddie “My favourite was planting the flowers.”

Melissa “My favourite was planting the daffodils down the hill because I really like planting.”

Year 3 had a brilliant time on their trip into Oxford, first at The Story Museum, then at Oxford library.
Year 3 explored the museum with their story leader James, who told them all about the story of a silly
woodcutter who captures a tree sprite to gain three wishes. The children made wishes at the wishing
tree, tried to pull the sword from the stone, and ventured into the snowy landscapes of Narnia, among
many more adventures. The children then listened to the story of The Fox and the Crow, an oral tale
about a sneaky fox who uses flattery to trick a vain crow into dropping her tasty morsel of cheese. The
children created fantastic actions to help them learn the story, then worked in groups to create their own
interpretations of the story. These wonderful stories starred a cheetah with a piece of meat, a bald eagle
with a golden feather, a frog with a yummy fish, a goat with beautiful earrings, and an elephant with
glasses. After lunch, the children went to Oxford library where they learnt all about how to use the library.
They also explored the Makerspace where they used coding and programming to create designs, played
with robots and created digital art.

In Year 4 in science we created our own model of the digestive system using squished up food, a bag and
tights. We had to squeeze the poo out! We have been learning about finding the perimeter of different
shapes in maths. We had a great cricket lesson as well as a dance lesson and hockey. We have all been
very active! Our violins lessons are really fun. We have been learning how to use the bow properly. By
Natasha and Callum
Year 5 have had a lot of fun learning. In science yesterday we made parachutes. We also got to the
next story in our reading book, Bewoulf and it is called ‘The Sea Hag’. In English we have learnt about
adverbials. In DT we really enjoyed making soap models. Some people put holes in their soap. In PE we
had a sports coach teach us an extra gymnastics lesson and we have played tag rugby and we do ‘active
10’ which is an activity you do for 10 minutes. In maths we have been learning about different types of
charts, including bar charts. We have changed seats in the classroom and we are making new friends on
our new tables. By Ellie and Lotta.

In Year 6 this week we have been on a trip to the Mosque on Stanley Road. We learnt some Arabic and
about the 5 pillars of Islam. Jamie quoted, “It was very interesting learning about the 5 pillars of Islam. As
we have been learning about Islam we have been creating our own calligraphy writing saying something
that relates to what are class values are and creating into a picture. In French we have been learning the
time and labelling sheets for example ‘il est dix heures moins et quart’ which translates to, ‘it is quarter to
10.’ In maths we have been subtracting, adding and multiplying fractions. In English we’ve been writing
our own non-chronological report. Tilly stated, “It has been quite interesting learning about the
rainforest.” In geography, we have been learning about continents and the oceans and we re-listened to a
song that we heard in year 2 about the seven continents. On Monday, we had a special PE lesson about
balance! By Innes and Charlotte.

OUR VISION
To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through
developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.
OUR VALUES
The school values are faith, hope and love. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love. Corinthians 13:13

VALUE OF THE TERM: GOOD TO BE ME
This week in collective worship we thought about how you can be proud of yourself for having a go at
something, even if you are not the best at it. Years 1 and 2 enjoyed listening to the story ‘The Proudest
Blue’ while the rest of the school discussed how we can share ‘smileys’ in the form of kind words to
others to make other people feel happy. The whole school enjoyed singing ‘This Little Light of Mine’ with
Mrs Claxton and we have loved listening to our fun music of the week ‘I Feel Good’ by James Brown.
It has been lovely to welcome Reception into collective worship and seeing them take an active part by
listening and offering their ideas.
Questions to talk about as a family:
When are you most proud of your behaviour?
Have you ever had a go at something new that made you felt proud of yourself?

REMEMBRANCE

Unfortunately, KS2 were not able to visit the War Graves as planned. Instead we had collective worship
together in school, thinking about Remembrance Day and what this means. We listened to The Last Post
and held a two-minute silence. Thank you to Elsie, Iris, Tilly and Matthew for reading their thoughtful
remembrance poems and sharing their lovely art work with KS2.

ACHIEVEMENTS
BOOKSHELVES

Bronze
Year 1

Silver

Gold

44

52

Ishmael
Emily

Year 2

Daisy

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Elsie

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS

54

33

Roly and Cleo (yr 3) joined the Climate Justice
March on Saturday and carried the placard made
by their group, West Oxford Woodcraft Folk.

The Oxford Opera Gala was performed in the Playhouse theatre on Sunday 7 th November and I was
lucky enough to sing in the Children’s Chorus. Five professional singers were performing solo songs and
an orchestra of 25 people were playing with us on stage. A gala is a collection of different songs, in this
case from operas. Among the songs I sang were: Toreador from an opera called Carmen and the evening
prayer from Hansel & Gretel sung in German. My mum is the general manager for the company and she
has helped produced Tosca, Carmen and La Bohème along with Stuart Pendred founder and lots of hardworking people.
Oxford Opera will perform the Magic Flute by Mozart in the first few days of April next year, the children’s
chorus as a part of that of course. Please come!
Finally, I would like to say thank you to Mrs Bowers and some of my friends for coming, it felt special to
know they were in the audience. Thank you for reading. Céleste Murphy Year 6

Junior Parkrun Report – 7th November

WELL! What a difference a week makes! After no Team North Hinksey last week, there were 15
out of 78 runners on Sunday and what a plethora of celebrations we had!
CONGRATULATIONS to all our new PBs! This week was the turn of Evie, Katy, Anja and Roly –
WOW! We also had a bunch of nearly PBs too! All these children finished within 30 seconds, or
just over 30 seconds off their fastest run ever: Oscar, Ted and Ralf! Seb was just 8 seconds away
from his, and Megan was JUST 1 SECOND AWAY – oh my word! Watch this space for news next
week!
Congratulations to Sammie for completing his 11th run – this means he can claim his first wristband, and Jack only has 2 more runs to go before he can claim his! We have some other longstanding runners too with Gil completing his 19th run this week, and it was George’s 26th
(apologies to George because I missed him off the run report last week!)
Finally, remember that this is a fun event and Eva and Anna perfectly proved this by running and
chatting all the way round together – these are the runners I love cheering on the most, as they
show the real spirit of junior parkrun!
I think that is everyone this week – please do pop and see me if I have missed you – my memory is
not what it was and I do rely on the results page on the website! If you forgot your barcode and
were an ‘unknown’, I WILL forget to mention you!
Parents – each week I ask this, but, can you help? If your child is a regular runner, please could
you consider giving something back? Volunteering doesn’t take much out of your Sunday – we are
usually finished within 30-35 minutes – and you would be enabling Junior Parkrun to run smoothly
as well. Your child can even volunteer with you if they want and will also get a mention in the run
report by me as a thank you! Thank you to Megan and Anna and Oscar’s mums this week, and I
think it was Lauren’s mum who was the run director this week too!
Also – RUNNERS – would you like to get involved in the warm-up at the start? It is so much more
fun if you do it rather than the grown-ups! Just let me know and I can tell the run director for you!
If you are a regular, you know what the warm-up is and can easily remember it with a few reminders from the adults!

If you would like to join in with us on Sunday just come along and see what the fuss is all about!
We run, jog, skip, hop or waltz around the field at Brookes Sports ground, just by the swimming
pool. It starts at 9am and twice round the field, then you’re done! It’s great fun, you get to meet
all the other Team North Hinksey children, you get a mention in my run report and also a wave
from me as you are going round! Parents can either cheer on from the side-lines or get involved
and run with you! Come on, you know you want to give it a go!
See you there!

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

The Little Health Hub

The Little Health Hub is a therapy centre for babies, children, teenagers and their
families. We are based in the WOCA building on the Botley Road.

We are a group of practitioners and therapists whose passion is supporting young
people to grow into physically healthy and emotionally resilient adults. We have all
trained extensively in our chosen modalities and work to the highest professional
standards. We work with children of all ages with a wide range of physical, mentalemotional and behavioural difficulties.

We also have practitioners who work with adults. We understand that it can strain
the whole family when a child is not thriving.
We offer:
Low cost, no-needle acupuncture for children
Low cost acupuncture for adults
Play therapy
Child and adolescent counselling and psychotherapy
Plus a range of other therapies.
Please take a look at our website for more information:
www.thelittlehealthhub.com.

VACANCIES
Energy Kidz run a breakfast and after-school club at North Hinksey. They are currently
advertising for staff at these clubs. Please click on the below links for more information.

Childcare Setting Manager

Play Activity Leader

DATES—AUTUMN TERM
Monday 15th—Thursday 18th Bikeability sessions for children in Year 6 who handed in
November
forms last term
W/C 15th November

Parents evenings

W/C 15th November

Anti-Bullying Week

Wednesday 17th November

Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic
expectation and how we prepare children)

Wednesday 24th November

Governing Body Learning & Teaching Committee Meeting 7pm

Wednesday 24th November

Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (the process, academic
expectation and how we prepare children)

Tuesday 30th November

SEN Drop Ins

Wednesday 1st December

Christmas lunch. Christmas jumper/accessory/outfit welcome to be worn by children!

Monday 6th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

Monday 13th December

Santa Fun Run in school, at same time as other schools in
the West Oxford Schools Partnership. Christmas jumper/
accessory/outfit welcome to be worn by children!

Tuesday 14th December

SEN Drop Ins

Thursday 16th December

Y1&2 Christmas Service in St Lawrence

Friday 17th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service in St Peter & St Paul

Friday 17th December

End of term (packed lunches offered instead of hot lunch
1pm
today, to be ordered in advance on Parentmail)

Virtual 6-7pm

Virtual 6-7pm

7pm

