NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 11TH OCTOBER 2019
TERM 1 VALUE: GENEROSITY

OTTER LEARNING FOCUS: OURSELVES

CURRICULUM
MUSIC—YEAR 6 VISIT—OXFORD CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
On Wednesday 9th October we went to the Sheldonian Theatre. First we listened to how the building
reacted to music. At the beginning a person sang and we really enjoyed it because we interacted by
singing.
‘I really liked how they told the Snow Queen using music,’ Alfie.
‘My favourite bit on the school trip was when they told us the story of the Snow Queen (it was what
Frozen was based on). All of the people with instruments played as the song was told,’ Bella.
‘I was impressed by the man who played the double bass through the whole story,’ Pip.
‘It was a very cool story because it had the
double bass sound effects and sad (but amazing)
sound effects,’ Stefan.
‘I liked the story because you could tell when
it was dark or light according to the music,’ Kuran.
By Bella.

TIMES TABLE ROCK STARS
Thank you to parents for encouraging your child to practise their tables out of school. It all makes formal
calculation methods much easier.
Well done to the following children who have the quickest seconds average, based on the questions we
are doing at school:
Year 3- Andrew and Lauren
Year 4- Maia and Dougie
Year 5- Ameera and Thomas
Year 6- Jemimah, Fraser and Henry
Using school based tables, the class average for seconds/question is
Year 3- 4.46 seconds
Year 4- 3.47
Year 5- 3.92
Year 6- 1.75
Well done to all children because everyone makes the class average lower after all!
Using their data from out of school practise, the fastest children in the school are, in order:
Ameera (5), Nico (6), Samuel (5), Alejandro (5), Isabella (6), Innes (4), Hudson (5), Aiden (5) and Maia (4)
We can also compare ourselves to other local schools and we can see that each week we are climbing the
leaderboard. Well done to all of KS2 because all of our results contribute to this!
READING
Don't forget to read regularly with your child, even as they go into upper KS2. As the books become more
complex, children often need help to understand the themes. Also, as children get older and the text becomes more complex, their speed of reading can dip and so reading with parents can boost their stamina.
Don't forget we have a book swap of quality books in the school entrance (for adults and children)

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
Parents ask us frequently for books they can read with their child which help explore themes within mental health. Here are some suggestions:
Michael Rosen's Sad Book- explores depression
Up and Down the Worry Hill- explores OCD
Helicopter Man- explores children living with a parent with mental illnesses
The Princess and the Fog– explores depression
Every Last Word- explores OCD
Finding Audrey
Under Rose Tinted Skies- explores OCD and anxiety
Goldfish Boy- explores anxiety

SCHOOL INFORMATION
BIKEABILITY
We are pleased to let you know we have again managed to secure free cycling training for all children in
Year 5, and those in Year 6 who did not complete this in the summer term.
The Bikeability training will take place from Monday 10th—Thursday 13th February 2020. Children in
these classes will be bringing home an information sheet today which includes a consent form. For your
child to take part, you must complete, sign and return the consent form to the office by Thursday 24th
October.

WORRIES AND SUPPORT

In collective worship this week we discussed how important it is to share any worries. A wonderful
description from one child was that a worry is like a tomato; if you don’t pick it in time it explodes! We
discussed how adults in school will always help, as long as they are aware there is a worry or problem.
Children know they can talk to any adults in school or use the worry box in their classroom, or the worry
box in the hall.
Similarly, if you as parents have any concerns about anything in school please do not hesitate to talk to
someone. If you would like to make an appointment with a teacher, or would like to request a phone call,
please just let staff in the office know. You are also welcome to make an appointment to speak to Mrs
Pearce in the same way. We can only help with issues if we know about them so please don’t wait for
small concerns to become big problems!

SCHOOL LUNCHES
If your child is late into school for any reason, please ensure the office knows if your child requires a
school lunch on that day by 9.30am. After this time, you will need to provide a packed lunch. Thank you.

FLU VACCINATIONS—INFORMATION FROM NHS TRUST
The Nurses from Oxford Health NHS Trust will be coming in to School on Tuesday 15th October to deliver
the Flu vaccine to all children in Reception and Years 1,2,3,4, 5 and 6 for whom a valid Consent Form has
been submitted. We would recommend that you let your child know that it will be happening and you
may find it helpful to watch this NHS Choices Video together so they know why they are having the
vaccine and what to expect.
Please note we will be unable to vaccinate your child with the nasal vaccine if they have had steroid
tablets or increased use of inhaled steroids, in the two weeks prior to the vaccination session in school, or
if they have been wheezy in the 3 days prior to the vaccination session in school. If this applies to your
child, please inform your School Health Nurse Office on 01865 904225 before school starts and inform
the school office.
If your child is unwell on the day and they are unable to be vaccinated they will be invited to book into a
Catch Up Clinic. If you have any concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the School Nurse Team.

PHONES AND SMART WATCHES
Mobile phones and smart watches are not allowed to be used during the school day. If your child brings
one in, they must hand it into the office, or to the teacher if in Year 6, so it can be locked away in a safe.
Your child can then collected it when they are leaving school to go home.
FOREST SCHOOL MAINTENANCE DAY
I would like to say a big thank you to the parent helpers Vasily Kantsler, Juan Barba, Thomas Connor, Rachel Pullin, Kitty McWilliam, Karen (Pre School Forest school leader), Jim and John Brett for giving up their
spare time to volunteer on Saturday 5th October. We managed to get a lot done, cutting back of shrubs,
willow structure and dead wood out of trees, all of which is essential work. Replacing the old rope ladder
with a new swing which I would like to thank Anna Schubert for testing it out for us! Old decaying logs
were also replaced to keep seating circles a safe place to sit. We all worked hard creating a safe environment to explore and to promote new growth on our Forest school site. Once again, I appreciate the hard
work and the support you gave me. Thank you.
Mrs Brett
Reception class Forest School leader

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Harcourt Hill Junior Parkrun!
Sunday was a beautifully sunny morning and, at 9am, 143 runners, aged 4-14, joined together, at the start
line, for their weekly 2km run around Westminster College. 20 of those runners were from our School! 14
runners didn’t have a bar-code (recorded as ‘unknown’) so I apologise if any of them were from North
Hinksey too.
We had some amazing results this week with Samuel coming third over all – well done!
It was also super to see some keen first-timers - Oliver and Ted, and Isobel, Lotta, Beatrix and Ellie all
gained a new personal best (PB) – excellent work!
It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and determination of all the children and I was incredibly impressed
to see so many of our children finishing the course by themselves. It was also impressive to see so many
families running together and after chatting to some at the finishing funnel, they told me how much they
enjoyed it every week. It really is a growing event so if you want to find out more, and join in next week,
look online at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors for details.

Online Safety Event
Do you know where your children are? It’s relatively easy for you to know where your children are in real
life, but when your children are online, it can be very challenging to know where they are and what
they’re doing and seeing. Have they got the skills to keep themselves and others safe online? How do you
know? On Thursday 17th October at 5.00pm and 7.00pm, Matthew Arnold are hosting an online safety
event for parents (not the children on this occasion) at Matthew Arnold School. All parents are very welcome.

Term 1
Monday 14th October

Rugby Festival at Cumnor Primary School.
Invitations to attend have been sent on
Parentmail

Monday 14th October

Resources Governors’’ Meeting

Week beginning 14th October

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Tuesday 15th October

Flu vaccinations

Thursday 17th October

Online Safety Information event for parents at 5.00pm & 7.00pm
Matthew Arnold School

Tuesday 22nd October

Drop-In session for parents - Rachel Pullin, Educational Psychologist. Discussion about the role 9.00—10.00am
of an EP.

Thursday 24th October

Badminton competition—more details to follow

Friday 25th October

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 25th October

Values Assembly. Parents have received an invitation if their child is being presented with a 9.00am
certificate.

Friday 25th October

HSA Cake Sale—Year 6

Monday 28th October—Friday
1st November

Half Term—school closed

6.00pm

After school

Term 2
Monday 4th November

Faith Governors’ Meeting

6.00pm

Tuesday 5th November

Rugby competition—more details to follow

Thursday 7th November

HSA Film Night

Monday 11th November

Years 3 to 6, Remembrance Service at St Law- 10.30am
rence War Graves—parents welcome

Monday 11th November

Clubs start and run for 5 weeks

Tuesday 12th November

Drop in session for parents—Mrs Burson will be
showing the Oxfordshire Local Offer for children 9.00—10.00am
with Special Educational Needs and how to navigate the website.

Friday 15th October

Year 4 sharing assembly—note change of date
from Friday 8th November

After school

Tuesday 19th November

Learning & Teaching Governors’ Meeting

5.30pm

Monday 25th—Friday 29th November

Year 6 residential in Aberdovey

Week beginning 2nd December

Parents’ Evenings

Tuesday 3rd December

Drop-in session for parents—Margaret King
from the Communication and Interaction Sup- 9.00—10.00am
port Service talking about her role.

Wednesday 4th December

Christmas Lunch

Friday 6th December

Year 6 sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 6th December

HSA Christmas Bazaar

TBC

Thursday 12th December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas Performance
Children to return to school at 5.00pm

1.30pm & 5.30pm

Thursday 12th December

Oxfordshire School Dance Festival 2019 at The new
Theatre. This will be for children in Year 6 who want Times TBC
to take part

Thursday 12th December

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 13th December

HSA Cake Sale—Reception

After school

Monday 16th December

Reception Crib Service at St Lawrence—families 2.00pm
welcome

Thursday 19th December

Years 3 to 6 Christmas Service at St Peter & St 10.15am
Paul—families welcome

Thursday 19th December

Term ends at 1pm

Friday 20th December—Friday
3rd January

Christmas holidays—school closed

1pm

Term 3
Thursday 16th January

Year 3 showcase at Oxford Playhouse

TBC

Friday 17th January

Year 5 sharing assembly

9.00am

Wednesday 22nd January

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Friday 24th January

Year 3 sharing assembly

Week beginning 27th January

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

9.00am

Friday 31st January

Year1 sharing assembly

9.00am

Monday 3rd February

Girls’ Football Festival—more details to follow

Thursday 6th February

Athletics Tournament—more details to follow

Friday 7th February

Year 2 sharing assembly

Week beginning 10th February

Some parents will be invited in for a meeting
with the class teacher to discuss issues identified around learning or behaviour.

Tuesday 11th February

HSA Quiz Night for parents

TBC

Friday 14th February

Reception sharing assembly

9.00am

Friday 14th February

HSA Cake Sale—Year 5

After school

Friday 14th February

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Monday 17th February—Friday
21st February

Half term—school closed

9.00am

Term 4
Monday 2nd March

Netball tournament—more details to follow

Wednesday 4th March

Hockey tournament—more details to follow

Week beginning 9th March

HSA Mothers’ Day
(purchasing of a gift)

event

for

children During school day

Monday 16th—Wednesday 18th Year 5 residential at Magdalen Farm
March
Week beginning 23rd March

Parents’ Evenings

Monday 23rd March

Swimming Gala—more details to follow

Friday 27th March

HSA Cake Sale—Year 4

After school

Wednesday 1st April

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 3rd April

Term ends at 1pm

1pm

Monday 6th April—Friday 17th
April

Easter holidays—school closed

Term 5
Tuesday 21st April

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 24th April

HSA Cake Sale—Year 3

After school

Wednesday 29th April

HSA Film Night

TBC

Thursday 30th April

Open classrooms—all parents welcome to come 8.40—9.00am
and look at work in the classroom

Tuesday 5th May

Drop-In session for parents of children with
Special Education Needs—Mrs Burson (SENC0) 9.00—10.00am
and Mrs Pearce

Friday 8th May

Bank Holiday—school closed

Week beginning 11th May

Year 6 SATs

Saturday 16th May

HSA May Fayre

TBC

Tuesday 19th May

Full Governing Body Meeting

7.00pm

Friday 22nd May

Mufti—£1 for HSA

Friday 22nd May

HSA Cake Sale—Year 2

After school

Monday 25th May—Friday 29th Half term—school closed
May
Term 6
Monday 1st June

INSET—school closed

Week beginning Monday 8th
June

Sports Week—more information to follow

Wednesday 10th June

Sports Festival (sports day) - more information
to follow

Friday 12th June

HSA school discos

Week beginning 22nd June

Review meetings for parents of children on the
SEN register

Thursday 25th June

Year 2 and Year 3 overnight camp on school
field

Wednesday 1st July

Transition morning—children spend the morning with their next teacher

Friday 10th July

HSA Cake Sale—Year 1

After school

Friday 17th July

End of term 1pm

1pm

TBC

