
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 11TH MARCH 2022 

TERM 4     VALUE: JOY 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Please make sure you have signed up for an appointment on Parentmail.  Links for these online meetings 

will be sent on Monday.  Your child will bring home a form today with information for you in advance of 

the meetings. 

So that information can be discussed in depth, it is helpful if children are not close by during your 

meeting, if possible.  We look forward to seeing you at the meetings. 

 

SHARING ASSEMBLIES 

We hope you have been enjoying being able to come into school for the sharing assemblies.  Just a       

reminder that any photos or videos you take of your child must be for personal use only and not shared, 

including on social media.  Thank you. 

 

STOYTELLING FESTIVAL 

We will be holding a Storytelling Festival in school on Tuesday 22nd March.  Children are welcome to 

dress up as a character as a book on this day, if they would like to.  During the day each class will be     

performing a short oral re-telling of a story.  You will be welcome to come and watch your child’s class 

perform and timings for each of these will be sent separately via Parentmail soon.  It may be that the    

timings mean it is difficult for you to attend, and we will therefore be filming each class and sharing the 

films on Google Classroom. 

 

HOLIDAY CLUBS 

We will be running a Holiday Activity Club during the Easter holiday.  This will take place from Monday 

11th—Thursday 14th April. The club will run from 9am—3pm at a cost of £25 per child, per day.  All    

bookings must be made in the accounts section on Parentmail.  Payment by childcare vouchers accepted. 

The same club will run during the May half-term holiday from Monday 30th—Wednesday 1st June. 

Information about other local clubs we are aware of can be found on the school website under parents/

holiday clubs.  Click here for a link. 

https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/holiday-clubs.html


 

Learning this week 

Reception have learnt a lot about castles this week. We now know that early castles were made of wood so 

could be attacked easily, and the castles that we see today lasted because they are made from stone. Ask any     

reception child about the features of a castle and they will talk for hours about crenelations, parapets, towers,    

arrow slits, moats and the ever present portcullis! We have drawn some amazing labelled diagrams of castles to 

prove our knowledge! In other news, we are working on 1 less in maths and learning about the take-away sign. We 

can find a number that is 1 less by using the number line, or taking 1 away from a group of objects. In phonics we 

are practising digraphs, either ee - what can you see, or ng - thing on a string! Tricky! 

 

In Year 1 in English we have been writing sentences to add to our pirate story.  In maths we have been making 

number up to 10.  In phonics we are have been practising ‘air’ and ‘ear’ sounds.  In RE we learnt about Jesus being 

sacrificed on the cross.  We had a really fun afternoon making a pirate with a moving arm using a pivot.  Harvey & 

Dylan.  

 

In Year 2 in English we have been planning and writing a letter, pretending to be one of the crew on Endurance.  In 

maths we have been learning all about money, and how to give change for different amounts.  We enjoyed dancing 

to different music in PE.  We watched the BBC news report about the ship Endurance (Shackleton’s lost ship) being 

found at the bottom of the sea and enjoyed talking about what we found out, then sketching pictures of the ship-

wreck.  Max, Melissa & Tom 

 

In Year 3 we have been planning and writing our own story about a boy who travels back in time to the stone age.  

In maths we have been telling the time, including using the 24-hour clock.  We have really enjoyed our guided read-

ing book ‘Ice Palace’ and we have now started ‘The Abominable Snowman’.  We were very excited to do auditions 

for parts for our performance.  Alfie & Ethan 

 

In Year 4 in English we have been writing arguments for and against different types of punishment. Some people 

chose to write about, ‘why do we need the police?’.  In maths we have been working on improper fractions, and 

how to add these.  We spent some time practising for our sharing assembly and have continued with our violin   

lessons.  In science we created posters to show what living things need to survive.  We also made some pictures of 

people who were accused of crimes in the past.  Henry, Terence & Ibrahim 

 

In Year 5, on Monday we started a new art project using different colours and shapes.  In maths we have been    

revising our knowledge of different triangles, and adding fractions with different denominators. In English we have 

been learning about Macavity and writing about two figures from our book ‘Hidden Figures’ about how they might 

have felt about discrimination.  In art we have started some neon pop art and in Geography we explored the physi-

cal features of Brazil.  Zachary,  Freddie & Lotta 

 

In Year 6, on Monday we of course started with TT Rockstars and maths questions.  After that, we started a ratio 

topic.  We started planning our setting description in English.  In Geography we did our first study of Texas.  On 

Wednesday we finished the ratio topic , then we wrote our setting descriptions.  After lunchtime we enjoyed      

basketball and French.  Reuben. On Tuesday we did some maths questions in the morning and we used maths skills 

(ratios) to figure out reasoning questions.  In English we started out setting description from the opening scene of 

Macbeth.  After that we did the Haka in PE, followed by French.  On Thursday we watched Year 4’s sharing assem-

bly.  In maths we looked at line graphs and completed questions about these.  In English we watched the second 

part of Macbeth and wrote a diary entry.  We also researched some history about pottery, and made vases out of 

clay.  Raffy 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1    

Year 2  Mia  

Year 3   William 

Anja 

Penelope 

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

82 44 74 78 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: JOY 

This week we thought about ‘the fruit of the spirit’ and found out about a lady who receives such joy 

from learning that she planned to be completing a degree at the age of 90! We then shared thoughts on 

when we find learning joyful.  We have also really enjoyed watching sharing assemblies this term. 

Question to talk about as a family:    

What learning brings you joy? 

A special well done to Grace (3) for achieving Ruby and Eliza (3) for achieving sapphire. 



 

ORIENTEERING TOURNAMENT 

On Monday 7th March 2022, a few Year 5 and 6 children went orienteering at North Hinksey Rugby Club.  

We split into pairs and were timed to collect numbers under cones. A map was used to find the correct 

numbers and add them up to find the correct answer.  We were competing against other schools.  All in 

all, it was a great experience.  Tilly & Olivia. 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 



 

 

 

Oxford Brookes Science Bazaar Saturdays will be hosting two wonderful sessions in March to celebrate 

British Science Week! The one hour, interactive, virtual sessions held on Saturday 12th March and        

Saturday 19th March are FREE, fun for all the family and most suitable for 5-12 years.  

Active Organs 

Saturday 12th March, 11am-12pm 

Have you ever wondered what happens to your body when you exercise? Join Bright Sparks        
Science to discover more about movement and the circulatory system! Also find out about an     
amazing project (FORTEe) conducted by Oxford Brookes researchers Dr Peter Wright, Dr Kim 
Straun, Stan Windsor and Hayley Marriott, which showcases the health benefits of exercise.       
FORTEe is set to be the world’s largest study into the effects of exercise on the successful treatment 
of children with cancer. 

Registration for this virtual event is required. Please sign up here! 

Plants Under Lenses 

Saturday 19th March, 3pm-4pm 

Join Oxford Brookes microscope specialists Dr Flavia Moreira-Leite and Ed Rea live from light           
microscopes in the Oxford Brookes Centre for Bioimaging to explore the tiny details in plant leaves and 
flowers that you can’t see by eye. Be sure to watch out for little creatures lurking between the leaves! 

Registration for this virtual event is required. Please sign up here! 

Mental Health Awareness Session 

 

 

 

Oxfordshire Youth has a new Mental Health Awareness session for parents and carers coming up on 

the 5th April.  

This session is online and free for all Oxfordshire parents and carers. When clicking on the link to get 

tickets, please place the first part of the Oxfordshire postcode into the PROMO code section (e.g OX4) 

and click 'apply'.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-

287905050757 

https://brookes.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMucOutrjwoGtfdHCp42pgPBhegsGLewQ5p
https://brookes.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsf-mtqTosG9CnbWqcksx7k3_Z0u8px8C9
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-287905050757
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-287905050757




Junior Parkrun report – 6th March 

 

It was a chilly but dry start to Sunday and unbelievably, almost half the field of 

runners were from Team North Hinksey! YES! 23 out of the 57 runners were 

from our fabulous school! 

Amongst those runners we had a plethora of PBs and I shall write the very long 

Iist alphabetically here! Well done to Andrea, Charlotte, Edmund, Evie, Holly, 

Lily and Roly! WOW! What a list! Seb and Beatrix were also just off their PBs, 

Gil ran his 34th parkrun and Anna finished her 60th! Amazing! 

We welcomed back Neo who ran a very chatty run with Oscar and Ted. Cleo, 

Megan and Evelyn finished within seconds of each other, as did Katy, Juno and 

Margot, and also Jack and Morgan ran with their parents, talking all the way 

round. Florian also ran but forgot his barcode so I don’t know how well he did! 

Many of the parents finished well too, but as they are not allowed to run 

through the funnel, they therefore don’t get a time or credit – sorry!  

As a marshal, it is lovely to see the cheery smiles and be able to shout out en-

couragement to ALL the runners, not just from Team NH, but when you can see 

children speed up to zoom past, putting in maximum effort, you know you are 

making a difference and this is something that makes volunteering so much 

fun! Thank you Megan and Cleo’s mums for being wonderful volunteers this 

week too! I know they will agree with me! 

So, are you ready to come along and have a go? Parents – would you like your 

child to run off a bit of steam on a Sunday morning? If so, come along for 9am 

– we’re on the field next to the swimming pool – you can’t possibly miss us! Or 

check out the main website for all the information you could possibly need! 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors  

I shan’t be there next week as I am visiting family in Wales, but do wave and 

say a loud hello to Mrs Holloway who is becoming a regular volunteer too! See 

you in 2 weeks! 



Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 15th March 
Boccia Tournament.  Parents/carers of children invited 

have been sent information on Parentmail 
 

Tuesday 15th March 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot  
 

Tuesday 22nd March 
Whole school storytelling festival. Children invited to 

dress up as a character from a book, if they would like to. 
 

Thursday 24th March Year 3 visit to Earth Trust  
During school 

day 

Friday 25th March Year 2 visit to Earth Trust 
During school 

day 

Monday 28th March Year 4 visit to Oxford Castle 
During school 

day 

Thursday 31st March Year 6 trip to Didcot Sewage Treatment Works 
During school 

day 

Friday 1st April Year 1 dress as a pirate day  

Friday 1st April Year 1 Sharing Assembly (parents invited to watch) 9am 

Tuesday 5th April 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot  
 

Thursday 7th April  
Year 3/4 Performance. Parents invited to watch. More in-

formation to follow. 
6pm 

Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

Friday 6th May 
Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly (parents invited to 

watch) 
9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

DATES 



Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May 
Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 

(parents invited to watch) 
9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


