
NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 11TH FEBRUARY 2022 

TERM 3     VALUE: HOPE 

 SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Storytelling Festival 

We will be holding a Storytelling Festival in school on Tuesday 22nd March.  Children will be invited to 

dress up as a book character on this day, if they would like to.   

World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March but, as we have our Storytelling Festival planned for later in the 

month, we will not be asking children to dress up on 3rd March. 

Keeping Children Safe 

Please click here for an online workshop for parents and carers from the NSPCC ‘Keeping children safe on 

gaming platforms’.   

Governor Vacancy 

We still have a vacancy for a Community Governor on our Governing Body.  Please click here for more   

information and share this link with anyone you think may be interested. 

Uniform 

Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly named. Thank you. 

 

Learning this week 

Reception have been busy preparing for the spectacular that is their very first class assembly! And what 

a triumph of music, art, science and maths it has become! You'd think we haven't had time for anything 

else this week, but oh no! We have also learnt a new digraph in phonics - ng - and spent a lot of time    

practising reading and spelling ng words!! We are now experts.  On top of all that, we have designed   

dragon machines (The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward is becoming a favourite!) and thought long and 

hard about what a hungry dragon would like to eat! Instead of apple crumble, how about horse cake, or 

mice kripsies, or even teacher hot chocolate! Yummy!  

In Year 1 we have been listening to a story called ‘How Butterflies Came To Be’  The main part we have 

been learning about is the beginning.  We have also been using our five senses.  It has been really fun and 

great.  We have carried on practising our handwriting and counting in twos all the way up to one hundred.  

We also counted in fives.  In art we drew what we should do to encourage people to look after the earth 

like picking up rubbish, looking after our ocean and don’t use too much paper and don’t cut down all the 

trees.  Juno, Alex, Lily & Ish. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YO6Ux7qfYXk
https://www.north-hinksey-school.org.uk/uploads/9/5/4/0/95408552/nhps_governor_v2_july_2021.pdf


 

In Year 2 this week we have been changing the familiar story of ‘Egg Drop’ to make sense with other       

characters. We have made a story map and wrote words to describe the setting and have planned out a   

caterpillar version that we’re going to write next week. In music we learned to tap in time with a              

metronome at different speeds. We also learned about the different instrument families in the orchestra 

and what they each sound like. Mr Waldock took apart the piano because we were learning about stringed 

instruments. We saw that when the keys are pushed it hits the strings with a hammer. We discovered inside 

the piano it looked like a medium sized harp. In dance, we moved to music and drew what we thought was 

happening in the music, we also thought about how the movements of our bodies can show different    

emotions. In maths we recapped how to multiply, divide, subtract and add different numbers together.  

This week, Year 3 have been learning about grid method and how to solve scaling problems in maths. They 

have been growing in confidence with multiplying larger numbers and how to find the most important    

pieces of information from word problems. They have also been working very hard on their eight times    

table and are getting faster every day! In English, Year 3 have been preparing to write non-chronological 

reports all about dinosaurs! They have done some fantastic research and thought about how they can add 

lots of description to their writing. In science, Year 3 have been exploring the earth beneath our feet. They 

are familiar with lots of new vocabulary such as tectonic plates, crust, magma chambers and eruption 

clouds. They conducted an experiment - creating two different volcanic eruptions - and observed the        

reactions closely. In geography, the children have used their impressive atlas skills to identify mountain 

ranges and have thought about why mountains form in the places they do.  

In Year 4 in English we have been learning about The Borrowers, which is a story.  We have written our own 

versions.  In science we have been learning about three states of matter: liquid, solid and gas.  We will go to 

the Science Centre in Headington next Thursday.  In DT we have been continuing with our soap carvings.  In 

maths we are learning about area in 2D shapes. 

In Year 5 in English we are learning about debates and arguments and in groups we are make a debate and 

practising it. The main people in a debate are the first proposer, the second proposer, first opposer and   

second opposer.  In reading we have been reading a book called Beowulf.  At the point we are currently at, 

Bewoulf fights the death dragon and dies after ruling for 50 years.  In maths we have been dividing 2-digit 

numbers by 1-digit numbers and we have been using our protractors to measure and draw angles.  In art 

we have been designing logos to go on rockets to help understand more about climate change and how to 

stop it. In computing we did some research linked to our logo. In geography we have been looking at the 

east and southwest of England and identifying what these places are most know for. In French we are     

learning words to describe planets and putting them into a sentence. Annabelle, Evelyn, Zachary & Freddie. 

In Year 6 this week in maths we have learnt about the fascinating volume, area and perimeter.  We learnt 

that we add up all the sides for perimeter, multiply all the sides for area and for a 3D shape we multiply the 

base x height x width.  We proved our knowledge after learning this on worksheets and tasks. In English we 

have been looking at writing a letter of complaint. We have also made plans for it from the point of view of 

a man who has been abducted by aliens.  In topic this week we learnt about cholera.  Cholera is a disease 

which was spread through bacteria in water. In 1858 when it was caught the symptoms were diarrhoea and 

vomiting (it was caused by bad air).  The main character in London was John Snow and he proved the theory 

of it being caused by bacteria infecting water. Cholera is still around but mostly caused through floods as     

water mixed with sewers and dirty water will infect the people that consume the water.  It mostly pops up 

in places without filtered water. Wyatt, Samuel and Jamie 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

BOOKSHELVES 

 Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 1  Emily Aaditri 

Year 2    

Year 3   William 

Year 4    

Year 5    

Year 6    

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS 

113 100 111 124 

OUR VISION 

To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through               

developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

OUR VALUES 

The school values are faith, hope and love.   And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.  Corinthians 13:13 

VALUE OF THE TERM: HOPE 

This week we thought about hope during Chinese New Year and looked at a photo of blossom that made 

us feel hopeful.   

Question to talk about as a family: 

Have you spotted any blossom on trees or new flowers?  How does seeing these make you feel? 



 

Junior Parkrun Report – 6th Feb 2022 

 

It was a very wet start to the first Sunday morning in February, but fortunately 

the rain stopped just in time for 9am! I was clad in my waterproof trousers, coat 

and hat but was amazed to see the children happy in their normal running 

gear! 

There was only a small field of runners this week – 10 out of 36 were from 

Team North Hinksey and I was delighted to have Mrs Holloway for company on 

Marshal post 1 again! 

There were 2 PBs this week – well done Beth and Anna! Anna also managed to 

run faster than Oscar and George as she really pushed herself this week – 

amazing! 

Meg and Cleo ran well, cheering as they passed their mum as she marshalled 

(THANK YOU mum!) Evie finished well with a sprint at the end; Edmund was 

just 7 seconds away from his PB and Lily (who I called Rosie all the way round – 

sorry!) was just 3 seconds away – PBs for you two definitely next week! 

A final well done to Eva who walked the course this week as she had a poorly 

ankle – true parkrun spirit showing there Eva! 

Thank you also to Anna and Oscar’s dad for being run director this week. We   

really couldn’t do this without our volunteers. Check out the future roster page 

to get involved yourselves! https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/

futureroster 

Are you stuck in a Sunday rut? Would you like to try a new activity? Come along 

at 8.45am next Sunday to Brookes sports field. You won’t miss us in case you 

were worried you won’t find us! It really is a brilliant way of keeping fit AND 

meeting your friends at the weekend! Go on, I know you want to….! 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/futureroster
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/harcourthill-juniors/futureroster


COMMUNITY INFORMATION 





Week beginning 14th           

February 
No Club Energy clubs this week  

Tuesday 15th February 
SEN drop ins—email senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk if 

you would like to book a slot 
 

Thursday 17th February Planetarium dome in school for Y5 & Y6  

Thursday 17th February Vision screening for Reception children  

Thursday 17th February Year 4 trip to Science Oxford  

Friday 18th February No swimming for Year 4 this week  

Friday 18th February Year 4 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 18th February End of term Normal time 

Monday 28th February Start of Term 4  

Friday 4th March Year 2 sharing assembly 9am 

Friday 4th March Swimming starts for Year 4 (5 weeks)  

Friday 11th March Year 1 sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning 14th March Parents’ Evenings—more information to follow  

Tuesday 22nd March Whole school storytelling festival—parents invited 
During the 

afternoon 

Week beginning 4th April Year 3 and 4 performance TBC 

Friday 8th April End of Term 4 1pm 

Monday 25th April Start of Term 5  

Monday 25th—Wednesday 

27th April 
Year 5 residential at Tile Barn  

Friday 29th April Swimming starts for Year 6 (4 weeks)  

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday  

DATES 

mailto:senco@north-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk


Friday 6th May Year 5 Tile Barn sharing assembly 9am 

Week beginning Monday 9th 

May 
Year 6 SATs  

Friday 20th May Year 4 overnight stay at Winchester Science Centre  

Thursday 26th May Year 4 Winchester Science Centre sharing assembly 9am 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee celebrations—families invited TBC 

Thursday 26th May End of term 5 Normal time 

Friday 27th May Extra Bank Holiday  

Monday 6th June INSET Day  

Tuesday 7th June Start of Term 6  

Friday 10th June Swimming starts for Year 6 (6 weeks)  

Week beginning 27th June Year 5 and 6 performance TBC 

Week beginning Monday 4th 

July 

Review meetings for children on the Special Educational 

Needs register 
TBC 

Wednesday 13th July Sports Day—families invited TBC 

Wednesday 20th July Year 6 leavers’ assembly TBC 

Wednesday 20th July End of Term 6 1pm 


