NORTH HINKSEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 10TH DECEMBER 2021
TERM 2

VALUE: GOOD TO BE ME

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Covid
We are still receiving confirmation of positive cases in children in school on a daily basis. If your child has
symptoms, please ensure you access a PCR test for them, isolate until results are confirmed and keep us
informed using Parentmail absence or by emailing the office. Work is set on Google Classroom for all
children isolating.
Holiday Club
Club Energy will now be running the holiday club on one day only—Wednesday 22nd December. This
will be held outside, whatever the weather, and children will eat undercover. 9am—3pm, £25 per child
per day. Children will need a packed lunch and comfortable clothing with suitable outdoor shoes.
Bookings must be made through Parentmail in the account section and childcare vouchers are accepted.

Christmas Celebrations
We will be filming the following celebrations then sharing them with the classes noted on Google
Classroom by the end of term.
Class

Event

Shared on Google Classroom for

Reception

Christmas celebration

Reception parents

Year 1

Christmas storytelling

Year 1 parents

Year 2

Christmas singing

Year 2 parents

Year 6

Christmas service of Hope

Year 6 parents

HSA Cake Sale
We are sorry to confirm that has now been cancelled.
Santa Fun Run—Monday 13th December
This will still be going ahead. Each class will have a time slot when we will all have a gentle jog around the
school/on the field. All the schools in the West Oxford Schools Partnership are also taking part in the fun
run at the same time as us. On this day, children are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper/accessory/
outfit, if they would like to, as well as a pair of trainers. All the WOSP schools are suggesting parents
might like to donate to Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day to support this event. We have our own
donation page set up for this. Click here for a link.

Learning this week
Reception are still working hard and this week we have learnt all about the number 8! We can write it
using a rhyme ' write a s and close the gate, this is how we write our 8!' Geraldine the Giraffe has been up
to her usual tricks whilst searching for objects beginning with v - we found out she LOVES vegetables! We
have also been singing lots of Christmas songs and learning about the First Christmas with the nativity
story.
This week Year 1 has been learning to identify and name both 2D and 3D shapes, also to talk about their
properties....3D vertices, edges and faces....2D points/corner and sides. In English, we have finished
writing our own Bo the Brave stories and moved on to the film story of Robin Robin. In science, we
investigated the properties of fabric and played with hand puppets. In RE, we made a fabulous thankful
paper chain with each person's link thanking someone special for something.
Year 2 have been practising some lovely Christmas singing this week. In English we have been
exploring how characters in our story ‘The King of the Mountain’ might be feeling and in maths we have
been practising different key skills. In computing we enjoyed using ‘Lightbot’ and we have also made
some amazing Christmas cards to send to Chawley Care Home.
Year 3 are full of enthusiasm about their English this week. Ask your child about the crime scene and
how they have been mini reporters! We have also been researching more information about rivers and
developing our geography skills.
A special well done to Year 4 this week, both children in school being so welcoming to different staff
teaching them, and those at home for accessing work set. They have been developing key skills in English
and maths and continuing to find out about Romans in history and food in science.

In Year 6 we have been learning an interesting topic for each subject. In maths this week we have learnt
about percentages of an amount and how to plot co-ordinates on four quadrants. Iris said she has learnt
that a percent is out of 100, and she has learnt how to find percentages of amounts. In English we have
been learning about features of a diary, while in RE we have been singing Christmas songs. In art we have
been making our own stained glass windows (see picture) and in French we have been finding out about
French Christmas traditions. In science our teacher was very impressed with our posters we made about
different types of animals. Rafe & Cecilia.

Year 5 had a wonderful time this week cooking and enjoying the outdoor area in school. Thank you to
Mrs Miller for organising this, and to Mr Miller for his help.

OUR VISION
To provide a high quality, holistic education, enabling everyone to flourish and achieve through
developing their intellectual, spiritual, physical and emotional wellbeing.
OUR VALUES
The school values are faith, hope and love. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love. Corinthians 13:13
VALUE OF THE TERM: GOOD TO BE ME
This week we have been learning about people taking a pride working together by watching Anna Meredith's body percussion piece 'Connect It'. We have also been learning more about Christmas, and enjoying some Christmas stories.
Question to talk about as a family:
What story do you enjoy sharing at Christmas time?
When have you seen people work together to create something amazing?

Help for Homeless
At this time of year we think about those in our community who may need a little extra support. We are
working again with Riki who lives locally and delivers donations to those people locally who are homeless. If your family would like to make up a Christmas pack containing the following items and leave outside the office by 3.15pm on Monday 13th December we will ensure the packs are taken to Riki ready
for delivery:
Plastic bag containing sweets, socks, gloves, toiletries (wet wiples/lip balm etc). The packs should mainly
be aimed at men.
Riki also regularly hands out the following items, and these would therefore also be welcomed:
Men's boxer shorts, sizes M and L (mostly M), pref. dark colour, Men's gloves (Decathlon sells a light
fleece pair for £2.99, though heavier would be better), Warm men's socks, Men's deodorant, Wet wipes
(pref. biodegradable), Small torch (Decathlon sells a £2.99 bike light which works really well)
Sweets, Crisps, Rice pudding, Custard, Peanut butter, Fish (mackerel, sardines, tuna), Tinned meat (ham,
corned beef, hot dogs)
Any secondhand backpacks, warm boots and warm jackets would also be much appreciated.

Junior Parkrun Report – 5th December

Firstly I MUST apologise to you all! For some reason I totally forgot to write the
run report for last week! I think perhaps I was distracted by having my
grandsons to stay, but all the same, I am very sorry and quite simply, I forgot!
So – to this week, 5th December. I think the cold weather put many of you off
as there were only 42 runners (about half the normal field) and only 5 were
from Team NHPS! I do know there is a lot of illness around too, so I hope you
were staying at home to keep warm and get better, ready for next week!
Of the 5 runners we still managed a PB – congratulations Beatrix! Cleo came
home next, with Roly following quickly behind. Gilbert and Jack managed to
complete the course too with their mummies just about keeping up!
That’s it for this week! Let’s hope the weather is better next week!
SO… RUNNERS – would you like to get involved in the warm-up at the start? It
is so much more fun if you lead it rather than the grown-ups! Just let me know
and I can tell the run director for you! If you are a regular, you know what the

warm-up is and can easily remember it with a few reminders from the adults it’s the same very week!
PARENTS – does your child seem to have endless energy? Would you like them
to channel that energy in a fun, inclusive way? Well, let them come along and
join in! We have runners from 4 years old to 14 years old and everyone who
comes along gets a mention in my run report in the school newsletter!
INTERESTED? If you would like to join in with us on Sunday just come along
and see what the fuss is all about! We run, jog, skip, hop or waltz around the
field at Brookes Sports ground, just by the swimming pool. It starts at 9am, we
go twice round the field, then you’re done! It’s great fun, you get to meet all
the other Team North Hinksey children, and a wave and cheer from me as you
go round! Parents can either cheer on from the side-lines or get involved and
run with you! Come on, you know you want to give it a go!
See you there!

ACHIEVEMENTS
BOOKSHELVES

Bronze

Silver

Year 1

Gold
Aaditri
Jack

Year 2
Year 3

Bruno

Emily

Isaac

Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Congratulations to Sebby for achieving an Amethyst certificate.

HOUSE POINTS TOTALS

188

188

213

203

From Ralf and family:
We were lucky enough to go to Waddesdon
Manor and we found Ralf’s lantern on Miss Alice’s
Drive. It was really lovely and the gardens and
market felt magical. We saw lots of Marble Arch
lanterns nearby which we think may have
belonged to the rest of Year 6.

Right now, the school doesn’t have an active HSA (Home School Association aka PTA!) after the previous committee
stood down after 3 years at the helm. The pandemic brought things to a rather abrupt end but the school is ready
to get this ship back afloat.

Pre-COVID, the HSA organised regular cake sales and MUFTI days as well as a Christmas Bazaar, May Fayre annual
quiz night, film showings for the kids and other fundraising activities.
We are sure that there will be somebody out there who can’t stand to see the HSA and all the things it does for the
school disappear. That same somebody will have a friend who will want to do something too and they’ll have a
friend who feels the same way and so it will (or could) go on.
For those of you that are new to North Hinksey, or just need a refresher, here’s a handy recap of the Committee
Roles:

Chair
(This role can be shared to make it less daunting! We had 3 co-chairs and were able to divvy up responsibilities…
many hands make light work.)
Liaises with school to find out what the fundraising target should be
Calls meetings to prepare for fundraising events
Chairs those meetings
Delegates tasks to Committee members and other volunteers
Prepares for the AGM by calling the meeting and writing the report
Can be a signatory to the bank account along with at least one other Committee member
Treasurer
Keeps up to date and accurate financial records
Presents financial updates as required
Manages the bank account and holds the cheque book
Arranges any changes to signatories on the bank account
Ensures best practice for counting and banking money after events are followed
Will almost definitely be a signatory on the account
Makes approved payments to school, other organisations and to refund expenses
Prepares Annual Treasurer’s Report for the AGM and arranges an independent examination of the accounts
Completes the Charity Commission annual return

Secretary
Invites people to meetings
Takes minutes at the meetings and circulates them after the event
Identifies outstanding items from last meeting
Can assist the Chair in writing the report for the AGM
Can prepare all external communication to the families at the school and other organisations

NB. A Committee only actually needs 2 members – a Chair and a Treasurer. It can however also have Ordinary
Members who do not have specific roles but do have voting powers.
Alongside the Committee, you ideally have a pool of willing volunteers. We were incredibly fortunate to have a
crack team of HSA Helpers, and we’re sure they are still out there.
The Class Reps could fall into this category or could be Ordinary members of the Committee.
The Class Reps should be asked to remind their classes of upcoming fundraising events, encourage them to become involved either during the preparation or on the day by coming along to meetings or taking their turn to
contribute on the day.
Fundraising events
These have traditionally been:- The Christmas Bazaar, a quiz in March, May Fayre, School Disco and the Summer
Picnic.
It doesn’t have to be this way though and there are lots of ideas on the PTA website for alternate ideas which
may involve less work but still be enjoyable for families and raise the money needed to get the things the school
needs.
If you have any questions about taking on a committee role, the outgoing members would be more than happy
to have a chat. You can contact us on oxfordhsa@gmail.com or find us at pick up!

Chairs
Rachael Monks (Matthew y6, Lucy y4 and Amy reception)
Eloise Goodhand (Evelyn y5, Beatrix y3 and Morgan y1)
Sarah Moran (Caden y6 and Callum y4)

Treasurer
Liz Pattison (Tilly y6 and Zander y2)

Secretary
Susie Billings (Lenny y5, Betsy y4 and Ruby reception)

Join in with The Reading Agency’s Wild World Heroes, Winter Mini Challenge 2021
Oxfordshire Libraries and The Reading Agency are encouraging children to continue reading over the
winter holidays. The Reading Agency has teamed up with the WWF UK to bring you Wild World Heroes,
Winter Mini Challenge 2021.
It starts on Wednesday 1st December 2021 and finishes on Sunday 16th January 2022. Parents and
carers can register their children for free at wintermini.org.uk The children set their own reading
challenge. A target of 3 books is recommended. They can read any books for their Challenge, including
eBooks or eAudio which can be borrowed for free from Oxfordshire Libraries.
To give children some ideas a collection will be available on our Overdrive
platform: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks . Parents and carers can join their children to the library by
visiting www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Children can rate and review the books they have read on the Winter Mini Challenge website to unlock
virtual rewards and a special Winter Mini Challenge certificate. There will also be games, reading
activities and book reviews.

DATES

Monday 13th December

Deadline for entries for the winter reading challenge

W/c Monday 13th December No Club Energy after school clubs this week

Monday 13th December

Santa Fun Run in school, at same time as other schools in
the West Oxford Schools Partnership. Christmas jumper/
accessory/outfit welcome to be worn by children!

Monday 13th December

Final date for items for the homeless

Tuesday 14th December

SEN Drop Ins

Friday 17th December

End of term (packed lunches offered instead of hot lunch
1pm
today, to be ordered in advance on Parentmail)

Monday 3rd January

Bank holiday.

Tuesday 4th January

INSET day. School closed to children.

Wednesday 5th January

Start of term for all children.

