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Year 11 Leavers’ Ball  
 

Thursday 21st July saw over 150 

students attend the Year 11 Leavers’ 
Ball at the Oxford Spires Hotel. 
Staff and students were dressed in 
their best to celebrate the class of 
2018 leaving MAS. 

 
 

The room looked stunning with a 
combination of red, white and gold 
colour scheme throughout even down 
to the delicious cupcakes! 
The DJ was brilliant at getting students 
up dancing from very early on in the 
evening. Prizes were awarded 
throughout the night by votes from 
staff. Prom Queen and King were 
Ibrahim Hussain and Patience Scott- 
Russell. Best shoes went to Eve 
Knight and Louis Tucker. Best hair 
went to Alice Durham and Jacob 
Stanley. Most unique look to Mae 
Cullen and Aayush Khadka and best 
dancers were Reuben Scotter 
Mainprize and Calista Mekyaem. 
A brilliant evening was had by all and 
we wish the students the best of luck 
in their futures following MAS. 

                                        

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
                                              Miss Parsons 
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Ministry of Education, 
Republic of Korea visit 
Matthew Arnold School 
 

On Monday 4th June Matthew Arnold 

School hosted a visit from senior 
representatives of the Ministry of 
Education, Republic of Korea. 
 

 
 
To give some background: the Korean 
Ministry of Education is currently 
taking an overview of the education 
systems in the UK and in Germany. It 
is particularly interested in comparing 
methodologies and approaches in the 
two countries, with a view to exploring 
how best education in Korea could 
prepare students for future 
employment patterns. 
  

We showed them an overview of 
careers education, advice and 
guidance in English secondary schools 
and also talked through information 
about career pathways towards 
different apprenticeships and higher 

education qualifications in the UK.   
  

The aim of the visit to this particular 
school was for Matthew Arnold School 
to give the delegates a good idea of 
what a successful, diverse and 
inclusive, secondary school in 
Oxfordshire looks like, in terms of 
challenges and achievements. As well 

as this school visit, the visit was to 
include meetings with educationalists 
and policy-makers in Oxford and 
London. 
Twenty-seven people were visiting the 

school in total. They were interested in 

the role of the National Careers 

Service in the UK and we compared 

this with the  

Bundesagentur für Arbeit  (Federal 

Employment Agency) in Germany. We 

discussed the Gatsby Benchmarks, 

which provide a framework for careers 

education in the UK and we discussed 

the importance of soft skills and mind-

set alongside raw qualifications.  

The visit was arranged by EF Korea, 
which is a close education partner of 
the Korean Ministry of Education on 
account of EF’s links with 60+ schools 
in Korea and sponsorship of the recent 
Olympics. 
  

                                           Mr Marshall 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dict.cc/deutsch-englisch/Bundesagentur.html
https://www.dict.cc/deutsch-englisch/Bundesagentur.html
https://www.dict.cc/deutsch-englisch/f%C3%BCr.html
https://www.dict.cc/deutsch-englisch/Arbeit.html
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
2018 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is 

highly regarded for its promotion of 
energy, self-discipline, commitment 
and teamwork. It encourages young 
people aged 13-24 to participate in a 
range of challenging activities, working 
through four sections of the DofE 
programmes at Bronze and Silver 
level: volunteering, physical, skills and 
expedition, with an additional fifth 
residential section at Gold. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Matthew Arnold School, the Bronze 
award is open to students in year 9 
and the Silver to students in year 10. 
This year has seen record numbers 
sign up to both awards. 
 

We are currently well into expedition 
season and have so far seen 20 Silver 
participants travel to the New Forest 
for their 3 day practice expedition and 
72 Bronze students do their 2 day 
practice and assessment expeditions 
in the Oxford and Uffington White 
Horse areas.  
The Silver participants completed their 
assessment in the Forest of Dean on 
the weekend of 13th, 14th and 15th July. 
 

We have been so lucky with the 
weather this year, with warm sunny 
days and cool nights helping our 
students along the way.  
 

All students did exceptionally well, 
gaining knowledge and experience in 
navigation and camp craft, developing 
leadership and team work skills and 
showing initiative, self-discipline, 
responsibility and respect for their 
surroundings and others.  
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Silver award participant Hope Broome-
Saunders says  
 

 

 
Bronze award participant Megan Rees 
says  

 
 

 

 

 
   
Joel Robinson added 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We are so incredibly proud of their                     
efforts and hard work and would like to 
thank parents and carers for all their 
support.  
 
                                      Miss Eynstone 
 
 
 

‘The Duke of Edinburgh practice 

expedition was such an enjoyable 

weekend - if quite challenging at 

times! But we kept on going and 

completed the walk - even though it was 

incredibly hot! Our Silver assessment 

expedition is coming up and I think I 

can say that we all feel more prepared 

for it after the expedition last month. 

I’m really looking forward to the next 

walk in our new location.’ 

 

‘My group really enjoyed our 

expeditions. The practice was really 

useful as it taught us how to navigate 

and how much food to bring. All of my 

group worked together and equally 

played a part in the map reading. I 

particularly enjoyed the camping and 

was really pleased that our assessor was 

encouraging.’ 

 

‘I really enjoyed the map 

reading. I found it really 

satisfying when we 

couldn’t find the right path 

but using the skills we had 

learnt, we soon found it and 

avoided getting lost! We 

planned our route so we 

mostly walked downhill so 

we weren’t too exhausted.’  
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End of Year  

Art & Design Show 

Wow! Another 

wonderful exhibition 
of our GCSE and A 
Level Art & Design 
work produced by 
students in 
response to a 
variety of themes 
was on show in the 
school main hall 
week commencing 
18 June 2018. The 
display of so much 
diverse and exciting 
work all in one place 

is a huge undertaking for all the staff in 
the department especially Penny and 
Andriani our technicians and also a 
mention to Phil, Drama Technician 
who kindly set up the lighting. Mrs 
Davenport would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The work of our students was not only 
for Art but also Graphics, Textiles and 
3D design at GCSE and then Fine Art, 
Graphics and Photography at A Level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many students came along to the 
private view proud to show off their 
work to their families and friends. It 
was a real celebration of the talent and 
hard work of everyone involved. The 
show was slightly different this year as 
many students worked on design 
sheets for the exam projects instead of 
sketchbooks and so visitors could 
more clearly see the ideas and 
experimentation process on the boards 
leading to the final outcomes.  

The exhibition went on all week and 
there was a steady flow of students, 
families and the local community 
coming along to see all the amazing 
work.  

                                           Miss Austin 
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Acer Trust Public Speaking 
Champions 2018 

On 2nd July a group of three year 7 

and three year 8 students travelled to 
Wood Green School to compete in the 
annual Acer Trust Public Speaking 
competition. After a picnic lunch 
outside with students from Wood 
Green, Icknield and Chalgrove primary 
we settled in to hear our competitors 
speak. 

Speeches were on topics from mental 
health, to discrimination in sport, to a 
call to abolish SATs testing in primary 
schools. Our year 8 team - Rosamund 
Da Sousa Correa, Sally Grainger and 
Grace Ford Clough – were second and 
spoke eloquently about what identity 
is, who defines us and ended by 
questioning whether we need to be 
defined and labelled at all. 

 

 

 

After a short break, and some more 
fantastic speeches from the other 
schools, our year 7 team – Rose 
Sangiorgio, Molly Mundy and Maddie 
Hunter had the penultimate slot and 
were talking about orthorexia – the 
eating disorder associated with ‘clean 
eating’. They spoke passionately and 
confidently about their topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

After a short deliberation, and with the 
main speaker award going to the 
exceptional performance by Chalgrove 
primary, our year 7 team were 
declared the overall winners. The 
group were so supportive of each 
other and were an absolute credit to 
the school. 

As Matthew Arnold will be hosting the 
competition next year, we’ll have to 
see if we can retain our title! A superb 
performance by all our competitors – 
well done! 

 

                Mrs Thompson and Ms Ryan 
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Transition Day 
 
This month we welcomed 210 new 

students into our school for our 
transition day. The year 6 students 
were placed into their new houses and 
tutor groups and got to meet others in 
the same group. They took part in 
taster lessons and tried out what the 
canteen has to offer for lunch, as well 
as having an extended tutor time to get 
to know their group and tutor base. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
I would like to thank the year 10 
students involved in helping on the day 
and evening for their hard work and 
caring attitude throughout the day. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The year 6 students left the day feeling 
excited about September and knowing 
someone in their tutor group in year 10 
will certainly help them settle. The help 
continued into the following evening 
with the barbecue and rounders event, 
where competition was tense as the 
house teams battled it out for house 
points in the rounders competition. 
Another massive thank you to all the 
staff involved in the day and evening 
events.  
                                        Miss Upjohn 
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Ingenious Celebration Event 
 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 11th July, 15 of our 

year nine students celebrated the 
culmination of nine months of hard 
work through the Ingenious Project. 
This project, which was funded by the 
Royal Academy of Engineering and 
supported by Science Oxford, 
commenced in October of last year. 
This is the second year that we have 
run it. Firstly, all year nine students 
were involved in an enrichment day 
whereby they circulated around four 
different engineering companies 
(Abbott, GKN, Viridor and Element 6) 
and carried out a range of activities.  
 

Following this we launched a 
competition: students were tasked to 
find innovative solutions to problems 
by using nature as inspiration. The 
students demonstrated such creativity 
and ingenuity which made it very 
difficult to choose the winners.  
 

Fifteen students were then selected to 
take part in the main part of the project 
and they were given the opportunity to 
work more closely with the companies. 
Four groups spent three and a half 
days at the company's premises; 
meeting engineers, seeing 
demonstrations and finding out what 
their job roles entail. During this time 
the students completed a project 
specific to the company. The team 
working with Viridor were tasked to 
make a bench out of plastic bottles 
and non-recyclable materials, the 
Element 6 group explored uses of  

 
artificial diamond, Abbott’s students 
were challenged to make a working 
printer and GKN supported the 
students in designing and making an 
electric skateboard. Throughout the 
last nine months I have been delighted 
with how all of the students seized the 
challenges that faced them, showing 
great tenacity and autonomy. They 
learned such a great deal from 
participating in the project. One of the 
main project objectives was to 
showcase the diversity of engineering, 
but also to demonstrate to students 
that the science in the classroom can 
be applied to the real world. They also 
developed skills such as teamwork 
and time management. 
 

 
 
The event on 11th July saw family 
members, teachers and the supporting 
staff from the companies, all come 
together to celebrate the students’ 
achievements. The students presented 
their brilliant work, explaining the 
purpose of their projects and what they 
had accomplished. It was a superb 
evening and I am so incredibly proud 
of them all. All their hard work truly 
paid off!   
                                               Dr Nolte 
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Summer Enrichment 
Programme 
 

Our Enrichment Programme aims to 

offer students the opportunity to 
expand their knowledge and 
experiences in a more fluid 
environment, through a range of 
activities with a combined focus on 
skills, curriculum learning and general 
knowledge. This programme reinforces 
the core purpose of MAS - the 
development of well informed, 
measured and thoughtful people who 
can positively contribute to the society 
in which they belong.   
 

So this summer we have embraced 
learning through enriching activities in 
the following manner: 
   
Year 7 had two wonderful trips... 
Firstly discovering the past at Warwick 
Castle. Students developed their 
knowledge of medieval and early 
modern life which brought to life some 
of the history studied in year 7, and 
developed their knowledge of castle 
features. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Secondly they learnt to become self-
sufficient with a keen appreciation of 
our environment at the Earth Trust in 
Wittenham. Students learnt map 
reading and shelter building.  

 
Nearly 100 Year 8 had a four day visit 
to North Devon where they swam, 
surfed, water skied, canoed and ate 
ice cream in the lovely area of 
Appledore and Knapp House. Days 
ended with games of rounders, frisbee 
and easy going socialising. 
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The other year 8s had an ICT day 
where they created animated film and 
an English led day, spending the 
morning learning what Ancient Greece 
has done for us and the afternoon 
transforming Barbie dolls into Greek 
Gods and Goddesses! 
 

Sociology through Art and Science 
was the focus for year 9. On Friday 
Year 9 
focused on 
animal 
species and 
biomimicry 
and had the 
chance to 
handle a 
range of 
animals 
brought in by 
the company Zoolab.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They also took part in a session 
considering the impact of junk food on 
both society and the environment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Monday, a trip to the Victoria and 
Albert Museum allowed students to 
study a choice of architecture, 
sculpture, painting and fashion. 
 
 

 
 

This was an excellent opportunity to 
draw from first hand observation and 
explore real artefacts that they do not 
get the opportunity to visualise in the 
classroom. 
 
Year 10 experienced two culturally rich 
days. One day was a trip to Blenheim 
Palace, one of Oxfordshire premier 
heritage sites.  Students were given 
the opportunity to explore the grounds, 
visit the butterfly house and received a 
tour of the palace with access to the 
Sir Winston Churchill exhibition.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next day was to Oxford city 
centre, visiting mosques and several 
churches. Students got to meet and 
ask questions of some religious people 
from different denominations and 
faiths; and to learn about Christian and 
Muslim practices.  
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The Catholic Saints at the altar surrounding Jesus in the 
Oratory Oxford. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Outside the Mosque at the  
Islamic Studies Centre. 

 
Not to be left behind, Year 12 spent 
Friday showing off their athletic and 
team working abilities during a sports 
themed day followed by a day of 
philosophy on Monday. 
 
Monday consisted of two parts:  
Part 1, an exploration into Holocaust 
Education with a study of Hannah 
Arendt’s philosophy on the Origins of 
totalitarianism, followed by a talk with 
the Holocaust survivor John Fieldsend,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Fieldsend: One of the smuggled children by 
'Kindertransport'. Talking about his experience of saying 
goodbye to his parents who died in Auschwitz.  

Part 2, with its focus on the 
Israel/Palestine conflict where students 
explored possible solutions to this 
conflict. A very active and thought 
provoking programme.   
 

 
A Skype call to Palestine with Nayal explaining what the 
annexing of Palestine means for his daily life. 

 
                       

Overall a busy, rich two-day 
programme was had by all and many 
valuable memories were made. 
 

                                          Miss Farren 
 
 
New Building Update 
Following a period of contract  

renegotiations, work will recommence 
on the new Sixth Form Centre over the 
summer. The aim is to have the 
building ready for use by the end of 
February 2019. In the meantime two 
temporary classrooms are shortly to be 
installed on the school site. 
We will be planning celebrations of 
Matthew Arnold School’s 60th 
Anniversary to coincide with the 
opening of the new building. 
  
                                           Mr Carr 
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Sports News 
 

On Saturday 7th July the Year 7 

football team took on the 24 Charity 
Football Challenge. The boys and girls 
were raising money for YoungMinds.  
24 hours later....12 were still standing 
(almost!) 
 

 
 
Matthew Arnold School qualified to 
represent Oxfordshire at the English 
Schools' Golf championships at 
Woodhall Spa on 10th and 11th July. 
Taking part were Harry Irving, Ethan 
Ritchie and Fraser Allen. 
They finished 16th overall - over 500 
schools took part nationally.  Well 
done to the boys who all played 
exceptionally well.      
                                            Mr Brown      
                                              

 
 
 
 
                                  

 
 
 
 

Summer Concert 
 
Last night the music department put on 
a brilliant summer concert for everyone 
to enjoy. It included many ensembles 
such as the orchestra, strings and 
wind band and also many excellent 
soloists. The orchestra opened the first 
and second halves with ‘Die 
Fledermaus’ and ‘The Jurassic park 
theme’, and everyone was, as usual, 
amazed by the talent showcased. Our 
solo singers included Adeline Lawal, 
Ed Draper and Ciara Neil, all of whom 
sang beautifully and flawlessly, and 
were given huge rounds of applause. 
This year, many younger people were 
involved in new bands and orchestras. 
One of the new groups this year was 
called the Big Band, made up of year 
sevens and eights and they did a 
rendition of ‘Cheerleader’ by OMI and 
it went down fantastically. The concert 
also included this year’s lower school’s 
Battle of the Bands winners. The year 
seven group showcased a stunning 
performance of ‘Believer’ by Imagine 
Dragons, with amazing harmonies and 
brilliant instrumentals. We also had a 
huge turnout for Big Sing this year, 
and therefore we did four songs from 
‘The Greatest Showman’, which 
included body percussion, harmonies 
and soloists. This year we had two 
talented violinists, Leo Appel and 
Rebecca Marsh, both of whom played 
classical pieces and did so excellently.  
The KS5 A cappella group did an 
amazing rendition of ‘Words’ by The 
Real Group and stunned everyone 
with their vocals. We had the Jazz 
band playing ‘Under the Sea’, which 
was arranged by one of our leaving 
students Rebecca Marsh. They made 
us all laugh by going up on stage in 
their scuba gear and flippers to play. 
Finally, the Chamber Choir sang ‘The 
Seal Lullaby’ to cool everyone down, 
then everybody joined in an Abba 
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Medley at the end. We raised the roof 
and the audience loved it. 
                                  Emma Courtney   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
As the school year comes to an end 
we wish everyone a relaxing summer. 
We look forward to the great 
achievements that results day will 
bring and wish all the students leaving 
us good luck in their future paths. 
We look forward to welcoming all our 
students back in September, 
particularly our new year 7. 
 
                                  Ed.                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Summer Concert was the same 
wonderful night of music that we have 
come to expect at Matthew Arnold with 
Abba, Strauss and Disney there was a 
diverse selection of music and around 
100 student took part to deliver the 
greatest show.  
              Gwendolen Da Sousa Correa 
 

 
We had a brilliant evening showcasing 
the amazing and diverse talent we 
have at Matthew Arnold, Well done 
everyone and thank you for your hard 
work and tremendous enthusiasm! 
 
                                        Mrs Draper 

 


