
Cath Wilson – Foundation Member and Chair 
 
Cath is Chair of Governors and a Co-opted Governor. She joined the 
Governing Body in 2012 as a Parent Governor and has one child in 
KS2.  Cath’s responsibilities include the Wellbeing (aka PE and PHSE) 
and Outdoor learning part of the school curriculum, which reflects 
her love for sport and being outside. When she can, she volunteers 
with Forest School, so sees first-hand the enjoyment children get 
from this part of school life.  Cath runs her own coaching and HR 
consultancy, working with businesses on their people agendas and 
individuals on their personal development. Time outside of family, 
business and Governor work is spent on moderate fitness and 
excessive retail therapy.   
 

  



Hannah Piper – Community Member 
 
My name is Hannah Piper and I have been a community governor 
since September 2015.  I sit on the Learning and Teaching 
Committee.  I am also Deputy Headteacher at North Hinksey where 
I am responsible for curriculum, teaching and assessment.  I teach 
in Year 5 every morning and do interventions most afternoons.  Out 
of school, I play tennis, swim and am enjoying tending to my new 
garden.  I love spending time with my family in the Cotswolds, on 
walks, lunches and picnics. 
  



Keith Elmitt - Foundation Member 
 
Keith is a co-opted governor who has been a member of the 
Governing Body since 2008 and vice chair since September 2016, 
serving also on the Learning & Teaching Committee and Faith 
Group.  Keith has a background in education having been 
headmaster of a small school in Witney. His links with North Hinksey 
go back over 30 years to when he was a maths and science teacher 
at Matthew Arnold.  Now retired, Keith worked most recently on 
the staff of Oxford Community Church. He has also been involved 
with the setting up of Tyndale Community School in East Oxford, 
where he is also a governor.  Keith greatly enjoys having six young 
grandchildren, taking every opportunity he can to spend time with 
them.  Keith’s term of office comes to an end in 2019. 

  



Anna Newman – Staff Member 
 
I have been a Staff Governor since September 2014 and I am on the 
Learning and Teaching committee.   I am the Year 1 Class teacher 
and Early Years and Key Stage 1 Phase Leader. I enjoy seeing the 
children’s love of learning and personalities develop as they are at 
North Hinksey. When I am not at school I like to read, go for walks, 
go to the theatre and to personal training sessions. I love to travel 
and am always planning adventures.  
  



Amy Pearce – Headteacher 
 
I have been Headteacher at North Hinksey C E School since 
September 2014.  I have always lived in Oxford and completed my 
BEd degree at Oxford University in 2002.  After graduating I worked 
in a primary school in Bicester for six years followed by a large 
primary school in Oxford for six years.  During my time teaching I 
have taught almost every primary year group, had a Key Stage Lead 
role and been a Deputy Headteacher in two schools.    At home I 
spend my time with my family, including my two lovely sons and an 
energetic dog! Together we enjoy swimming (sometimes including 
the dog), reading and walking in the countryside. 
  



The Revd Clare Sykes – Foundation Member 
 
As Rector of the parish of North Hinksey with Botley I am an ex-
officio Foundation Governor.  In addition to normal governor 
responsibilities, Foundation Governors have a specific role in 
ensuring that the school is effective as a distinctive and inclusive 
Church of England school.  I have been a governor at this school 
since my appointment to the parish in July 2012.  Prior to this, I was 
a governor in a community primary school in Herefordshire for ten 
years, three of which I was Chair.  I am particularly interested in RE 
provision; collective worship; spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of children; pupil premium provision and care of 
vulnerable children, especially those who have been, or are in, the 
care of social services.  I live in Botley and when not on duty enjoy 
walking with my dogs, camping, knitting and relaxing with family 
and friends, usually over food. 
 
 
 

  



Mary Newton – Foundation Member 
 
I’m Mary and I am a Foundation Governor, committed to 
maintaining the Christian ethos of North Hinksey C E School.  I am 
also the link governor for well-being of children and staff.  I am 
married and have two children at North Hinksey.  I am a member of 
St Ebbe’s Church and I am a primary school teacher, teaching part-
time which suits me well at present.  Hobbies include gardening, 
outdoor activities and baking with my children. 
 
 
  



Rachel Nixon – Parent Member 
 
Rachel is a parent governor who has been a member of the 
governing body since December 2015.  She has two children in the 
school, and believes being part of the governing body provides an 
opportunity to be more involved in overseeing the school’s 
development, and help shape its future direction.  Rachel’s 
professional background is in planning, specifically transport 
planning.  She has worked in both local government and the private 
sector and currently works for Oxford City Council in their planning 
policy department. Rachel lives close to the school in North Hinksey.  
She enjoys spending time outdoors with the family and her interests 
include gardening, cycling and travelling when she gets the time.   
 
 
 

  



 

Stephen Elliott – Co-opted Governor 
 
I am Stephen Elliott and have lived in Botley and worked in and 
around Oxford for over thirty years. My background has largely 
been in finance, though with some HR and administration too, 
working for a number of local companies. I was also a parish 
councillor for seven years and am keen to continue to support the 
local community. My link to North Hinksey Primary School is 
through my daughter, who is currently in year 6. In joining the 
governors, I hope to bring the business experience I have gained 
over the years to complement the mix of abilities already in the 
team. 
 

  



Steve Moore – Parent Member 
 
I have two children at the school – currently in Years 5 and 4 – and 
I’ve always been an enthusiastic supporter of NHCE School, its 
activities and ethics. My children love it here and I see my role as 
helping the school to maintain these high standards by giving the 
parents a representative voice. I’m a Botley resident and also 
secretary of Cumnor Minors FC, which gives me a useful perspective 
on trying to realise ambition against budget.  
 

  



 

Dave Scott – Community Governor 
 
Dave Scott is a Community Governor and joined the Governing body 
in November 2017.  Dave is also part of the Resources Committee, 
whose responsibility is overseeing the effective management of the 
school's resources; financial and more generally. Dave's 
background running international businesses provides 
valuable commercial experience in this area. He also has in-
depth experience of organisation integration and amalgamation 
requirements gained during his business career, which will be 
helpful as we become fully integrated into the "Academy" 
environment.  Away from his Governor role, Dave is using his 
retirement to invest sufficient time to improve his golf handicap, 
whilst also rekindling his long dormant career as a badminton 
player. 
 


